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CONFIDENTIAL, 


Correspondence respecting Affairs at Koweit. 
Par 


No.1 


Mr, Herbert to the Marquees of Salisbury.—(Received July 13.) 
(No. 526.) 
My Loni, Therapia, July 6, 

T HAVE: the honour to transmit herewith copy of a Memorandum which has 
beon drawn up by Mr. Stavrides, legal Adviser to this Embassy, on the subject of 
fan incident which recently occurred at Koweit, a port in the Persian Gulf, nenr 
Bussora 

Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) MICHAEL H. HERBERT. 


Inclosure in No. 1. 
Memorandum by Mr. Stavrides, 


1 HAVE just received information from a trustworthy source in coancetion 
with an incident whieh took place in the port of Koweit, in the Porsian Gulf, which 
much disturbed and occupied the Palace within these last days. In supplying thix 
information, I considered that it might be uscful to proface it with a geographicnl~ 
historical summary of the said country. Koweit, ax you are probably aware, is « 
port of Arnbis, near Bussorah, {te soil ix sandy and without any culture. The 
population of the town amounts to 50,000 souls. Its inhabitants are fishermen, 
generally both for fish and pearls in the waters of Bahrein and Katar. Their tr 
ix limited only to India, where thoy go and come in their boats. ‘The Provine 
‘oweit, which depends upon the Governor of this town, is inbabited by nomads, 
who aro xhepherds, and who ean supply 100,000 warriors. Tho people of the tov 
possexs Martini rifles, but those of the interior old-fishioned weapons and rifles 
‘The yovorning family's name is Sabah, which ix a branch of the family Bnth 
which reigns at Bahrein, and of which the reigning branch is named Kbalif 
The title of the family in question is Sheikh, ‘The country of Koweit 
entirely independent, figures in the maps as being a part of the Ottoman 
the reigning family possemes large landed property at Bussorah, and expec 
Fao, which belongs to them—that ix the reason why the Sheikhs accept their 
investiture, sanctioned by the Sultan, who granta them the rank of Kaimakam, with 
the title of Pasha, of which the Sheikh does not deign to make usé 
‘The reigning family was composed of four brothers, one of whom, 1 
Abdullab, died some time ago, His brother Mohammed succeeded him i 
Government of Koweit, and according to custom his juniors, Jarrah and Monbarec, 
assisted him in the exercise of his powers. Lately the two brothers, Mohammed 
and Jarrah, have been assassinated. The Palace received the 
Monbarec, after a month's residence at Bushire, kept by Her Majesty's 
Mr. Witson, on his return killed his brothers, because they objected to an alliance 
with the Emir Muhammed Ibu-cl-Rachid, Sheikh of Chamar and Suzerain of Nejd, 
[1563] B 





and with Jacem-ul-Thaney, Sheikh of the tribes round Katar (town in the posses: 
sion of the Turks, and depending on the Mutessarif of Lahasa or Nejd, according 
nrks), and who some time ago massacred the Turkish garrison of Lahasa: 
intains his independence since, si 
According to the opinion of the Palace, this plan of alliance was suggested to 
abaree by the English Resident at Bushire, and that the object of such an 
alliance would be an Arabic confederation, in which the Principality of Bahrein 
would be comprised. ¥ 
The Palace unwilling, under the present circumstances, to cause a new compli- 
tation to arise, decided to ignore the case of the assassination, and intends to grant 
fo Monbarec the usual investiture, and orders to this effect have been dispatched 
He the Governor-General of Bussorah, instructing him to avoid all shedding of 
blood. 
June 30, 1806, 





No. 2. 
India Office to Forcign Office —(Received March 25.) 


Sir, India Office, March 24, 1807. 

With reference to paragraph 2 of my letter of the 4th February last, Lam 
desired by Lord George Hamilton to forward herowith, for the nformation of the 
Sceretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of Secret letter from the Government of 
India, dated the 24th February last, andl inclosures, in reference to tho suggestion 
that both the Turkish and the Persian Governments should be called upon to make 
redress and to pay inde for the piratical attack made on the Indian baghla 
“Haripasa” on the 19th September, 1895, at the mouth of the Shat-el-Arab, 

2. Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah states that the Sheikh of Koweit and 


Sheikh Mizal, the Governor of Mohammerah, are in a position to denounce the 


guilty parties, and in determining the quostion whether the Turkish and Porsine 
Governments shall respectively be held responsible for these two officials the 
position of the Sheikh of Kowett must bo consideres 

3. Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Const: ntinople has expressed ¢! 
the Koweit Chief is in reality an independent potentate and only nomi: ly subject 
to the Sultan of Turkey. On the other hand, it appears from the report of Capeain 
Baker, of Her Majesty's ship Sphinx,” that the Take cise considerable inflvence 
over the Sheikh, and that 40 recently as August, 1896, the Turkish flag was fying 
at Koweit, 

4. It must be remembered that the attack on the “Haripasa” occurred ay far 
back as September 1895, and the policy, as woll us the practical results, of 
claiming any indemn ity from the Turkish Government have to be considered, If 
the Marquess of Salisbury ix disposed to recognize Turkish sovereignty at Koweit, 
it appears to Lord George Hamilton that a demand for an indemnity for the losuy 
sustained on that occasion should be preferred ; but if the Sheikh of Koweit fs te be 
treated as independent, it might suttice to convey to him a serious warning nd 
inform him that his responsibility will be enforced if his subjects are not restrained 
from repeating such attacks upon British-Indian baghlas in future. 

‘ Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 2. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 

(Secrets) 
My Lord, Fort Wilkiam, February 24, 1807. 

YOUR Lordship's Secret despatch, dated the 18th December, 1896, invvied 
our observations on gertain correspondence relating to the alleged connection of the 
Sheikh of KRoweit with blackmailing of ships on the Shat-elcArab. We inclose, 
for your Lordship’s information, copies of two letters from our Political Resident in 
the Persian Gulf, givi cover to communications addressed by him to Her 


3 


Minister at Tehran. The later of the two has special reference 
to paragraph 7 of ne Report by the Consul at Bussorah, dated the 20th October, 
1896.* “We have not received the earlier correspondence to which Colonel Wilson 
refers in his letter of the 10th October, 1896, to Sir Mortimer Durand, and we are 
not aware what action, if any, has been en by Sir Mortimer Durand upon 
Colonel Wilson’s suggestion that the redress and indemnity should be demanded 
from both the Persian and Turkish Governments. It appears to us that there 
might be advantage in fixing upon the ‘Turkish Government the respoasibility for 

e Sheikh of Koweit’s actions. A state of affairs in which he can shelter himself 
under a nominal suggestion to the Porte while the Porte can disclaim, at will, any 
responsibility is in the last degree unsatisfact Captain Baker, of Her Majesty's 
ship “Sphinx,” described the positian, in August 1896,t thus :— ee 

“Koweit is nominally an independent Arab territory, but in reality the Turks 
exercise great influence over it, more especially since the new Chief acceded to power, 
he finds it necessary to play into their hands. I paid him a visit, but he ould 
not come off to the ship. I also noticed that he flew the Turkish flag and 
taxed him with it, but could not get any satisfactory answer from him. 

Wo are not, however, aware of the farther considerations which render ae 
course, in the opinion of Her Mojesty’s Ambassador, impractical, and wo can only 
leave the matter, with these remarks, to the consideration of Her Majesty's 
sere Colonel Wilson wrote i his diary, under date the 28th November, 1806, “it 
is reported that one of the pirates concerned in tho attack on the * Haripnsa has 
beon arrested, and three other arrests are impending. further information hi 


been received. 2 aR 


ELGIN 
WHITE. 

. WESTLAND, 

J. WOODBURN. 

M, D, CHALMERS, 

F, W. H. COLLEN. 

A. ©, TREVOR, 


Inclosure 2 in Ni 


Colonel Wilson to Government of India, 


Shirasy October 10, 180%, 

I HAVE the honour to forward, for the ioformation of the Government of 

India, » copy of my report to Her Majesty's Minister at Tehran on tho measure 

which have been concerted by Captain Whyte and Mr. Butcher, Her Majesty's 

Consul and Vico.Consul at Bassorah and Mohammerah, with the Tarkish and Pervian 
authorities, for the prevention of piracy on the Shat-cl-Arab, 


Inclosure 8 in No. 


Colonel Wilson to Sir M. Durand. 
Shiras, Ootober 10, 1896. 

= i H of the 9th May, 

IN continuation of correspondence ending with my letter of t a 

I have the honour to forwan, for your Excelleacy's information, copy of the 

correspondence relating to. the co-operative measures adopted by the Turkish and 

Persian authorities on both banks of the Shat-el-Arab, for the prevention of piracy, 

at the instance of Her Majesty's Consular Representatives at Bussorah and Mohame 
merah. See 

In the case of the attack on the Thdian vessel “Haripasa” in September, 

1895, the Turks and Persians each endeavoured to throw the responsibility on the 

other. This was inevitable; it is quite possible that the dangerous characters 


* Subsinclovare 2 in Inclovare 2 to despatch aoder reply 
4 Tnctaeure m Potitizal Seerewry’s heer, dated October 28 





among the Arabs of both banks have relations with each other, and there were no 
means of establishing a case definitely against either. Joint action by the 
authorities on both sides was therefore necessary to effectively guard against a 
recurrence of pirucy, and this has been secured, as will be seen from the iclosed 
correspondence, by the efforts of Captain Whyte and Mr, Butcher. 

I trust that the measures adopted may secure the safety of the river 
daring the present date trade season when many Indian vessels resort to 
Moharomerah, 


Inclosure 4 in No, 2, 
Captain Whyte to Colonel Wilson. 


Bustorah, August 6, 1896, 

| HAVE the honour to inclose, for your information, the accompanying copy of 

a letter which I have addressed to the Political Resident in ‘Turkish Arabia on the 

subject of the measures which the Turkish and Persian authorities are about to take 

during the fortheoming date season for the protection of sailing-vessels navigating 
-Arnb, 

4will remember that the piratical attack on the British-Indian baghla 

“ Haripasa,” referred to in my letter, took place at the mouth of the Shat-cl-Atab, 

and you will observe that the present protective measures are confined to the 

river only, The question as to whether special protection should alo be 

arranged for at and beyond the river's mouth will doubtless recvive your 

consideration, 

ion invite your especial attention to the friendly spirit in 

the reprencatations of Mr, Butcher and myself were met by hia Excellency 

the Muez-ce-Sultanch, and to the active co-operition in the matter which he hay 

promised, 


_——————_—_—___. 


Tnelosure & in No. 
Captain Whyte to the Political Resident in Turkish Arabia. 


Bussorah, Aupust 8, 1806. 

YOU are awaro that during the date season of last year piratical attacks on 
sailing-vessels navigating the Shat-cl-Arab were of frequent occurrence. 

2, It was stated in some of the Indian newspapers, in the “Times of 
India” among others, on what authority [ ot been able to ascertain, that 
in many instances Nakhodas of British Indian baghlas who wore. in. the ‘habit 
ef coming to Mohammerah and Bussorah for cargoes of datos, and who had atarted 
for their destinat alarmed at the acco is which reached them of the dangerous 
atato of the Shatel-Arab returned to Bombay or Kurrachee without venturing to 
enter the river, 

%, I have not omitted to bear these facts in mind, and have on more than one 
occasion intimated to brs Excellency the Wali that, in view of the piracies committed 
last year, I would expect him toadopt special measures for the protection of sailing. 
vessels flying the British flag. 

4. Lam glad to be able to report that his Excollency Hamdi Pasha has met my 
representations in a friendly wpirit, and at two recent interviews he detailed for my 
information the special measures which he had in view. ? 

5. ‘At the first of these interviews his Excellency stated that he iad not definitely 
decided on the exact nature of the action to be taken. He intended, however, ¢ 
establish a system of night boat patrols, and he had also under consideration the 
advisability of patrolling the river with an armed steam-launch, but pointed out ther 
however perfect the arrangements on the Tarkish bank of the river might be, there 
could be no really efficient protection for sailing-vessels unless 
taken by the Persian authoritie 

8. T readily admitted the justico of this remark, and replict that T would 
take an early opportunity of waiting oo Sheikh Mixal, the Governor of Mohan 
merah, with whom J was on terms of friendship, and that T would endeavour, 
with the assistance of Her Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul to secure his xclive 
€0-nperation. 


Ar steps were 





7, T accordingly proceeded to Mohanmerah and visited the Sheikl, in company 
with Mr. Butcher, Our interview was of a most satisfactory aature, Sheikh Mizal 
affrming that he was glad to leara that concerted measures against the pirates 
were proposed, and assuring us that we should have nothing to complain of his 
see There’ were, he stated, a certain number of Arab villages on the Persian 
bank of the river, and he proposed to select the three most suitable both on account 
of their size and of the anchorage in thei vicinity for the establishment of arme 

osts. Between these posts large boate, each containing from ve to tint 
Semed ten, would patol thronghout. the set, Shells o eas 
villages would, moreover, receive the strictest orders to arrange for the protection o 
bagilas anchoring in their neighborhood, o Jd be warned that th i 
held responsible fr thelr safety. 


Sheikh’s proposals, which, if 
9. Lexpressed myself as entirely satisfied with the Sheikh’s proposals, whi 


. I 
cn erour occupation, 


efficiently carried out, would not fail to make piracy ad pecapation, 
inquired, however, whether there would be any objection to aay visiting the village 
in which the armed posts were to be established, explaining that « British Consular 
Agent would inal probability be appointed shortly nt Fao; and that it was ijt 

or mo to know exactly where these villages were situates, Itv ib, 
ailingevossels bound for Mohammerab, and bo woukd be iastructed to inform the 
that their safety at night could only be guaranteed if they anchored in the neig' 
hood of the villages in question. Thoy would further be advised to 


arrival to the Sheikh: or Headuan of the village off which they stopped 


his protection, suggestion he would, 
The Shoikh replied that so far from objecting to my sugges! , 
cai vane ceoeabany ine, and it was arranged before iy departure that 


I desired, bitaself accom 
fsvoon as Ne preparationa were complete we mould 
Seana soa ey vetics ty casieaie ageta sic his Excelleney 
informed him of the result of my interview with Sheik Miral, His Excellency 
agreed with me in reganing the steps about to be taken by the Sheikh as very satis: 
factory and stated th diiring my absence, consulted with his Chie 0 
ice and that they were both of opinion that a cordon of armed poate with, boat 
patrols established at short distances from cach other, would Ue the mont fective 
miation of horkn wach post between Fao and Bussorah nt dhe placer maginally 
noted® and a halt company of soldiers would be xpecially detailed for this service 
arses On taking leave of hin Excellency L expressed my cordial acknowledgments 
for the energetic action which he was taking on m representations, and 
added. that the Nakodas of British Indian vowel bound for Bussoral would on 
calling at Fao be acquainted with the meagnres which had been adopted, and would 
be instructed to anchor at night off one of the posts which tad been created fo 
their protection. ; : e 
2 "The circumstances of the suecessful capture and plunder by pirates of 
Beith’ Indian Soghle “Haripasa” in Septomber last year, in which, four “British 
subjects of Her Majesty lost their lives, will no doubt, be fresh in your 
meinory, and you will concar with me in thinking that 90 effort should be spared to 
avert a recurrence of these piratical attacks. I have every reason to hope that the 
tcasures whiclr are being taken in concert by his Excellency Hamad Pasha and 
Sheikh Mizal will have the desired effect, but while I am convinced ik ott 
Handi Pasha and the Sheikh are in earnest in wishing to suppress piracy in the 
Shat-el-Arab, 1 am by no means sure that the orders which they il 
iciently executed by their subordinates. 
= 7 ren on ; (oe ae the exercise of considerable vigilance on my 
Part to prevent the duties devolving on the latter from being Perfunetarily 
perform id I venture therefore to request that you will be so good as to place 
the Royal Indian mailsteamer “Comet” at my disposal from the 25th, August 
until he end of the date season to enable me to proveed down the river periodical 
and satisfy myself that the protective measures are being properly carried out 
Her presence at Bussorah during the date season would, I'am of opinion, have an 


J together to the villages 


* Buy, Mouiva, Khari (Zao), Sha, Kel Zain, Stuns, Sanger. 
|1563] 
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clleut effect, and 1 should be able, in the event of an attack on a British Indian 
sailing vessel, to leave without delay for the place where it has occurred and to 
press for a prompt inquiry into the attendant circumstances. 

.._ 15. I would, in conclusion, report that the port authorities at Bombay and 
Kurrachee, and the Political Agent in Cutch have been informed by telegram, 
through the clerk in charge of the Indo-European ‘Telegraph Station at Fao, of the 
adoption of these protective measures, and they have been requested to give 
publicity to the information among those concerned. bs 


Tnelosure 6 in No, 2. 


Acting Viee-Consut Butcher to Colonet Wilson. 


posts: 80 fixed, 

2, On the Lith instant his Excelloncy the Mucs-ey-Sultanoh specially provi 
his steam-ship “Karon” to make a trip to Fao, and enable us (Her 
Majesty's Consul, Buxsorah, and myself), to inspect his antipiraticnl posts, 
his Excellency gave us every information in his power, detailing the names of 
sillages with the number of tafangehis, &c., available, 


3, These villages to the number of nine, with their approximate distances 
apart, are as follows :— 


On Persiun vide of river— 
Gubah 


1. Sania 
Arab 
Kherwr H 


Marted 
Moby 


4, We landed at Fao, when Her Britannic Majest 
explained our modue operandi to the officer in charge of the English cable st 
who is shortly to be appointed also British Consular Agent at that place, 

5. For example, bagilax aro to be warned not to ply oa the river at night, but 


Consul, Bussorab, 


to anchor at sunset off one of the posts above named, when the Nakhode 
presenting & pass signed by the Sheikh Mixal will be supplied with a guard of 
four or five men, ‘These passes will be issued to Nakbodas passing Irom or te 
Mobammerah by Her Britannic Majesty's Vice-Consul, or the British Coneale 
Agent ut Mohammernh and Fao respectively. A similar procedure Nas, Lana nn 
stand, been adopted for the Turkish bank of the river, and we have every reason to 
hope that this present date season will pass without aay piracies being atternpred 
but it so attempted, they will. probably end in the arrest of tho culprits, or may, 
even lead to the detéction of those concerned ia the “ Haripasa” outrage.” r 
6. His Excellency the Mucz-es-Sultaneh has only juat com is 
to safeguard the Persian bank of this river (ShatelsArab) du 
that has now opened, and I desire that my olficial report to you o1 ject 
should synchronise with this completion of the coat parent crane 
that have been devised by his Excellency in consultation with Her Britannic 
Majesty's Consul, Bussorah, and myself. 


Heted his measures 
ug the date season 





7. I will by next mail forward to your address a supplementary report with 
chart of the river and its delta showing the position of the protective stations, both 
Persian and Turkish, oa both banks of the river. A list of the Turkish posts, 1 
have not, as yet, been able to procure from Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at 
Bussorah. zag 

8. In conclusion, T wool cially bring to your notice the extreme friendli- 
ness and zeal with which his the Muez-es-Sultanch has co-operated with 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, Bassorah, and myself in this business, 


Inclosure 7 in No, 2. 
Colonel Wilson to Government of India, 


Bushire, 

IN continuation of my letter of the 10th October, 1 have the honour to 
forward, for the information of the Government of India, copy of my Report to 
Her Majesty's Minister at Tehran, 


Inclosure 8 in No. 2. 
Colonel Wilson to Sir M. Durand. 


Bushire, November 7, 1806. 

IN continuation of my lottor of the 10th October, T have the honour to forward 
for your Excellency’s information,® an extract from tho copy of his reportt to the 
Resident at Baghdad, which Captain Whyte has sent to me relating to the last 

at's piracy on the British Indian vessel * Haripas: 

Tr will be seen that, as the.reault of the inquiries, there is good reason to 
believe the Arabs on both banks of the river must be woll cognizant of, if’ not 
implicated in, the act, and that their relations with each other as instanced ‘in the 
fact of five sons of the Mukhtar of the Kowelt Sheikh residing at Gusba on the 

a bank, are such as to render specific proof a dividuals hopeless, in 

face of the concert between the two sides, and the strenuous assertions by tho 

authorities on each side, of the responsibility of the opposite party. Mr. Vieo 

Consul Butcher reports, under date the 20th October, that Sheikh Mizal is vehement: 

in his protestations of the innocence of his people, and practically repudiates all 
responsibility, and any further action. ae 

In the cireumstances, I venture to recommend for your Excellency’s consideration 
Captain Whyte's suggestion that the redress and indemnity should be demanded 
from both the Persian and Turkish Governments, 





No. 
Sir P. Currie to the Marqueks of Selisbury.—(Receivet March 29.) 


(No. 203,) 
My Tord, Constntinople, March 24, 1807. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 526 of the 4th July, 1806, 1 have the 
honour to forward to your Lordship herewith a copy of a Memorandum which I 
h feceive! from Captam Whyte, formerly Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, 

taining additional information regarding Koweit and the recent nssassination of 
Sheikhs Mohamed and Jarrah, 

Thave, &e 
(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


1 Dated October 20, 1896, 





Inclosure in No. 3. 
Memorandum by Cuptain Whyte on Koweit. 


I HAVE perueed Mr, Stavrides' Memorandum regarding Koweit and the recent 
assassination of Sheikhs Mohamed and Jarrah, and 1 propose to indicate the points 
‘on which the information which reached me at Bussorah differs from his. 

Mr. Stavrides? geographical description of Koweit appears to be entirely correct. 
He states that the reigning family of Koweit, before the assassination of the two 
Sheikhs, consisted of four brothers. I helieve it to have consisted of five brothers, 
the four whose names he mentions, and a fifth, named Sheikh Jabber. { may 
mention that Sheikh Jabber called on me when I was at Fao in November last, and 
described himself as Sheikh Mubarak’s brother. 

Mr. Stavrides describes Koweit as being entirely independent, but it seems to me 
that the acceptance by the Sheikh of an appointment from the Sultan as Kalmakam 
precludes the possibility of any foreign Power recognizing under the present 
conditions his independence. 

‘The present Sheikh, Sheikh Mubarak, when at Fao in November last, officially 
visited the Turkish Mudir of that place, a proceeding hardly consonant with the 
dignity of an independent Arab Chief, ‘The information which Mr. Stavrides has 
derived from Palace xourcos is, I believe, wholly inaccurate. I was axsured at 
Buusorah that Sheikh Mubarak’s sole object in killing his two brothers was to usurp 
the Sheikhdom, and to poseens himvel of the wealth, stated to be very considerable, 
which Sheikh Mohamed had accumulated. Of the alliance to which Mr. Stavrides 
refers I heard no mention. 

Sheikh Mubarak has, sinee his usurpation, been employing his late brother's 
wealth to secure his recognition as Sheikh and his appointment a4 Katmakam of 
Koweit by the Sublime Porte. In this he is reported to have succeeded. Tho late 
Vali of Bussorah, Hamdi Pasha, refused, I believe, a bribe of £'T. 10,000 which the 
Sheikh offered for his friendly’ offices with the Porte, and strongly urged that 
Mubarak should not be re nd that Koweit should be brought more 
directly under ‘Turkish The present Vali has, it, appears, received 
instructions to recognize tho usurper, who ix described as having bribed freely in 
Constantinople, among others the Sheikh-ul-Islam and Sheikh Abal Huda, and 
T learned before my departure from Bussorah that Arif Pasha had accepted a 
present of £'V, 7,000 from him, It is not improbable that there will be further 
trouble at Koweit. Tlic sons of the murdered Sheikh, Mohamed, are reported to 
have a considerable following, and they will doubtless, on the first favourable 
‘opportunity, make an effort to avengo the axsaxination of their father. 

(Sigued) J, F, WHYTE. 

Pera, March 22, 1897. 





No. 4. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir P. Currie. 


(0. 90) 
rn, reign Office, April 2, 1897. 

WITH reference to your Excellency’ despatch No. 972 of the 24th November 
Jast, I transmit herewith, for any observations you may have to offer, a copy of a 
etter from the India Office on the subject of the piratical attack on the Indian baghla 
“Haripasa” at the mouth of the Shat-el-Arab in September 1805.* 

‘As it is hoped that a satisfactory arrangement will shortly be arrived at with 
the Porte in regard to British vessels in the Persian Gulf, it would not, in my 
opinion, be desirable to raise new difficulties at the present moment by holding the 
Porte responsible for the conduct of the officials of the Sheikh of Koweit, even if he 
could be regarded as a dependent of the Sultan. 

The Sheikh has recently expressed his desire for an interview with the British 
Resident at Bushire, and Lam disposed to suggest thot the Secretary of State for 
Andis sould instract the British Resident, if the interview takes place, to convey a 


Na? 
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serious warning to the Sheikh of the nature indicated in the concluding sentence of 


the inclosed letter from the India Office, 
Lam, &e. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





No. 5. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 8.) 


Bir, India Office, April 7, 1807. 

WITH reference to the letter-from the Foreign Office of the 28rd March last, T 
am directed by Lord George Hamilton to state, for the information of the Marquess 
of Salisbury, that Captain J.P. Whyte, formerly Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, 
tow in this country, has reported that ‘before his departure from Turkish Arabia he 
Tearnt that the object of Sheikh Mubarak, of Koweit, in wishing for an interview 
sith the British Resident at Bushire was in order that he might ask for the 
establishment of a British Protectorate over Koweit. : 

9. Lord George Hamilton would be glad to be informed whether Lord Salisbury 
desires that a telegram should be addressed to the Government of India conveying 
the intelligence communicated by Captain Whyte, and whether an intimation should 
be added to the effect that the Foreign Office would not favour the proposal for a 


Baitish Protectorate over Kowcit, . : 
3, A draft telegram in thia sense is submitted for the consideration of Lord 


Salisbury. 
Tam, &, 
(Signed) A, GODLEY. 


Inclosure in No. 6. 
Draft of Telegram to Government of Initia, 


MY telegram 24th March. avr ‘ 

Whyte now reports that Sheikh of Koweit wishes to propose British Protecto- 
rato over Kowelt. Such a proposal would not be favoured by Lord Salisbury, who 
does not consider that we should at moat go farther than give an assurance that wo 
Will respeet his independence (if, in fnet, ho ix independent), and will treat him 
with friendship in exchange for a promive from him that he will not accept the 
Protectorate of any other Power. 


No. 6. 
Foreign Office to Initia Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, Aprit 26, 1897. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 24th ultimo, I'am directed by the 
Marquess of Salisbury to transmit to you copies of correspondence with Her 
Majesty's Atnbassador at Constantinople on the subject of the piratical attack on 
the Indian baghla “Haripasa" at the mouth of the Shat-cl-Arab in September 
1895. 

Tam to suggest, for the consideration of the Secretary of State for India, that, 
when the opportunity presents itself, the Resident at Bushire might be instructed 
to convey to the Sheikh of Koweit a serious warning in the sense indicated in the 
concluding sentence of your letter of the 24th March. < 

| ata at the same time fo transmit to you a copy of a despatch relative to the 
attack on the “Haripasa” addressed to Sie P. Corrie by Her Majesty’s Consul 
Gencral at Bagdad, and to request that Lord George Hamilton will favour Lord 
Salisbury with his observations on Colonel Mockler’s suggestion that the Turkish 


* Sie P. Curtis, No. 266, Apel 15; Inclovare 2 io Sic P. Cutrie's No, 294, April 6, 1897; and No.4. 
fis63} D 
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and Persian Governments should be called upon to appoint a Joint Commission to 
ascertain who the pirates were. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) T. H. SANDERSON. 





Ro. 7. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received May 21.) 


Sir, India Office, May 20, 189 

T AM desired by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt’ of your 
letter of the 26th April on the subject of the piratical attack on the Indian baghla 
“Haripasa” at the mouth of the Shat-l-Arab in September 1805, and to inclose, 
for your information, copy of telegraphic correspondence which has passed with the 
Viceroy in reference thereto, 

2. It will be observed that the Resident at Bushiro has been instructed to 
convey to tho Sheikh of Koweit, whon a convenient opportunity presents itself a 
serious warning that his responsibility will bo enforced if his subjects are not 
reatrained in future from committing attacks on British baghlas in the waters of 
the Shatcl-Arab, 

3. With regard to the suggestion offered by the Political Resident at Bagdad 
that the Persian and Turkish Governments should be urged to nominate n Joint Com- 
mission In view to tho detection of the pirates concerned in the attack on the 
“ Haripaxa"' at the month of the Shat-el-Arab in September 1895, it will be noticed 
that the Viceroy teloges at he cannot see any use in demanding 
of Persia that she should join in a Commission to find out who were the pirates in 
the “ Haripasa” ease which occurred at Fao, 

4. Bat looking to the information collected at Fao by Captain Whyte, the 
Assistant Political Resident at Bussorah, as to the perpetrators of the piracy, it 
appears to Lord George Hamilton that, if there is to be a Commission, it ix exse 
that both Turks and Persians, whose territory Kies on cither shore of the Shatecl- 
Arab, should be required to take part in the investigation, in order to fix the 
Fosponsibility on that Government against whose subjects’ the offence may be 
proved. 

Peralta Scerotary of State for Foreign Affairs concurs in this view, Lord George 
Hamilton would further suggest that a British officer should be appointed to attend 
the Commission in order to watch the proceedings, and to insure as far as possible 
that the inquiry shall be a real and thorough one. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY, 


Tnelosure 1 in No. 7, 


Lord G. Hamilton to the Government of India, 
Secret.) hie.) 
telegraphic. India Office, May 4, 1897. 

MOCKLER'S letter of 1st Mareb, proposing demand for joat Persian wad 
‘Turkish Commission regarding piracy on “ Haripasa.” 

Foreign Office asks my opinion on suggestion, 

Please state your views. 

Lord Salisbury also suggests that, when opportunity presents itself; Resident 
might convey to Sivikh of Koweit serious warning that his responsibility will be 
enforced if his subjects are not restrained in foture from committing attacks on 
British baghlas, 

If you agree, please instruct Resident. 





n 


Inclosure 2 in No, 7. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Telegraphic.) May 9, 1897. 
YOUR foreign telegram of 4th May. = — 
I cannot see any use in demanding of Persia that she should join in Commission 
to find out who-pirates were in * Haripasa” case which occurred at Fao. 
As to Koweit, I am instructing Resident as proposed. 





No. 8. 
Sir P. Carrie to the Marquess of Salishury—(Received July 16.) 


(No. 465.) 
(Telographic.) _P. Constantinople, July 16, 1807. 

HER Majesty's Consul-General at Bagdad telegraphed to me on tho 12th instant 
as follows 

“An attack on Koweit by Sheikh Yusuf Thmhim on the 20th ultimo is reported 
by tho British Consul nt Bussorah, who states that the force consisted of 11 [Py bants 
and 1,100 men armed with rifles, of which 500 came from Hind. ‘The attack of the 
Persinna was repulsed. 

“T directed the Consul on the 10th instant to proceed to the spot and farnish a 
full report on this assault, and.on the eases of the piracy which have heen reported 
from the head of the Persian Gulf. I have, however, cancelled this omer pending the 
receipt of furthor instructions from your Excellency, which I now hare the honour to 
solicit.” 

T shall be glad to learn your Loriship’s wishos ns to the reply which T should 
venil to Her Majesty's Consul-Gencral at Bagda 


No. 9. 
Sir P, Currie to the Marquees of Solisbury.—(Received July 16.) 
467.) 


¢ 
(Telegraphic.)  P, Constantinople, July 10, 1807. 
WITH reforcnce to my telegram No, 465 of to-day, I have the honour to inform 


‘our Loniship that I have been asked by Her Majesty's Consul at, Bussorah, who has 
Socved orders [roo0ek MASE Majesty's ship’ Figeon” to ‘Koveit, whether the 
latter place has ever been acknowledged by Her Majesty's Government as being under 


the protection of Turkey. I propose to answer Captain the nogative, but in 
view of ‘the acceptance by the! Sheikh of the post of Turkish Kaimakam, as reported in 
Captain Whyte’s Memorandum, forwarded in my despatch No, 203 of the 24th Maroh 
last, I should be glad before doing s0 to receive your Lordship’s instructions, 





No. 10. 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury fo Sir P. Curri 
(No. 306.) . 
(Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 17, 1897, 
N reply to your Excellency’s telegram No. 465 of the 16th instant, I haye to 
inform you that Her Majesty’s Government are of opinion that the matter docs not 
call for inquiry or action on their part, unless British subjects are affected by the cases 
of pirney, or the Chiefs in the Gull, who are ‘under engagements with us, disturb the 
Peace of the Gulf hy intervening in the struggles at Koweit. 


eS ee 








BR 


tection of the Turkish Government. But since 





respecting the question of the independence of Koweit. 
Her Majesty's Government have never admifted 


it is doubtfal whether we could deny the latter. was added that, whilst we have not r 





No. 11, / 
‘The Marquess of Salisbury fo Sir P. Currie. Lord G. Hamilton 
(No, 307.) : 
{Telegraphic.) P. Foreign Office, July 17, 1897. }  (Telexraphic.) 
I HAVE received your Excellency’s telegram No, 467 of the 16th instant ; REPORTED from Bagdad that She 





itis practically under Turkish influence, | the case is one of piracy affecting Brit 





at Koweit is ‘under the pro- Currie informed by Lord Salisbary that unless Chiefs under ‘Treat 
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Tnclosure in No. 14. 


to Government of India. 


India Office, July 28, 1897. 
eikh Yusuf Thrahim with large force partly 


drawn from Persian coast attacked Koweit on the 80th June and was repulse 





es intervene, or 
not affect us. It 





h subjects, matter does 





cognised Turkish protection over Koweit, it is 


| doubtful whether we could deny Turkish influence. A telegram reports that 













Sir P: Currie to the Marquess of Sa 



















Bussorn! 
directing hor to goa 










give with regard to this question. 






On tho 9th instant a Turkish corvette went there, Sho has since returned to 
h, and it is said that she Is now awaiting instructions from Constan 

gain to Koweit, A mazbata has heen su 

tants of Zubsira {sic} praying that Sheikh Mubarak of Kowoit 
petition has been telegraphed to tho Ports, with a request for instructions. On the mation of the Secretary of Stato for For 
10th instant the son of the late Sheikh, who was pete toe last year by 


inhabitants of Zobair have applied to 





Lishury —(Received July 21.) Offensive operations. Lord Salisbury does not think British action 


Propose to concur. 


Porte to remove Sheikh Mubarak, Mean- 








No. 12. while, son of Jate Sheikh asks for British influence, promising to accept protection. 
Tarkish corvette ix reported to be awaiting orders from Porte before commence ' 
Hed for. 











Sir, 
WITH reference to your letter ol 
desired by Lord George F 





tted by 600 inbs 
may bo removed, ‘This affairs, I 

















‘usurper, called nt the Consulate to nsk that British infl ight bo exerted on his Sa 
behalf. If restored to power, ho promised to place himself under British protection.” called for in present cireums 
T should be glad to learn whether your Lordship has any further instructions to appear to have been previously repo: 
Tndia will te » by my letter to the Fo 








No. 18. 







(Contidential,) 
i Sir, 







of Salisbury to transmit b 
the decypher of a telegram from 
‘Majeaty’s Consul at Bussorah as to intended 
( against. Koweit, and asking whether Her 
further instructions in regard to the matter. 













Foreign Ofice to India Office. 


WITH reforonce to my letter of the 17th instant am di 
‘with, to be laid before the Secretary of State for Lndia, 
ir P. Currie,” communicating a report by Hor 


has been dropped. 


(No, 476.) / 
(olezraphic.) Constantinople, July 21, 1807. 
WITT toferonce to your Lordship’s tolegram No. 207 of the 17th July T have 
roouived from Her Majesty's Consul at Bnssorah the following telegraphic report, No. 15. 
dated yesterday ¥ 
“Whe authorities of the Porto at Bussorab appear to have designs against Koweit, India Offce to Foreign Office —(Reeeived August 10.) 


India Office, August 7, 1897. 
{the 22nd July, on the subject of Koweit 
Tamilton to forward herewith for the infor- 
reign Affairs, a copy of « telegram from the 





the present Viceroy of Indin, dated the 29th July, and to state that he concurs with Lord 
iabury in thinking that no action on the part of Her Majesty's Governmont ix 
nces, Tho further pir 


of the 12th May does not 
; but the Government of 
sth July (copy of which 





ted to thin of 
reign Offico of the 





was forwarded to thom on tho 16th July) that the proposal to appoint a Commission 


Tam, &, 
(Bigned) A, GODLEY. 





Foreign Office, July 22, 1807. Inolosare tn No, 16. 


cted by tho Marquess 








proceedings of the ‘Turkish autboritics (elegraphic.) 
‘Majesty's Government wish to give Koweit. 





















India Office to Foreign Office. 






Hamilton forwards herewith, for th 






India Office, July 27, 1597. 








* No. 12. 





No. 14. 


‘NHIE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
' Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Sir, 
H formation of the Secretary of State, copy 5 

‘a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 23rd July, regarding Koweit aifnirs. 


—————— 





(Received July 27.) 





Sheikh Mubarak for British tection. 
(1503) — 





litical Resident, Persian Gulf, reports that Yosul’s attack w 


and asks what orders passed as to Commission. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


July 29, 1897. 





8 pursuance 


1 Tt does not appear to Lord Salisbury that any action on the part of Her of private quarrel, and was exaggerated. He retired without firing a shot. T 
c| Majesty's Government is called for, but his Lordship will be glad to be favoured ‘agree that British action is not called for. Delegate from Mubarak is on tho wa 
in with Lord G, Hamilton’s opinion, to Busi T shall telegraph his proposals. Wilson did not warn Mubaral 

Tam, &e. about piracy—see my telegram of 9th May. Meade will probably convey warning 
Ny (Bigned) ‘T. Hl, SANDERSON. through Delegate. Loch says that another piracy occurred off Koweit, 12th May, 


No.16. 
India Office to Foreign Office —{Reeeived September 28.) 


India Office, September 28, 1807. 


WITH reference to the correspondence ending with Sir’A. Godley's letter of 
the 7th August on the subject of the recent disturbances at Koweit, I am directed 
by Lord George Hamilton to forward a copy of a telegram from the Viceroy dated 
the 1Sth September, asking for instructions with reference to an application by 


E 
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2. Lord George Hamilton is disposed to inform the Viceroy, subject to the 
concurrence of Lord Salisbury, that Her Majesty’s Government do not propose to 
interfere in the affairs of that Chiefship more than may be necessary for the main- 
tenance of the general peace of the Persian Gulf. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


Inclosure in No, 16. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton 


(Aelegraphic.) September 19, 1897. 
MY telegram of the 29th July. Political Resident, n Gulf, depoted 
Assistant to Koweit to warn Mubarak acy. Mubarak asked for British 
protection on same tera 2s Babrein, | Chiefs alloged that Turkey intends 
to absorb Koweit. Mubarak stated that no agreement with Turkey exists, 1 solicit 
instructions. 





No. 17. 
eign Office to India Office. 


Sir, Foreign Office, September 30, 1897 

T HAVE lald before the Marquess of Salinbury your letter of the 28+h instant, 
inclosing « copy of a telegram from the Viceroy of India relative to an application 
matlg by the Sheikh of Kewelt for British protection. 

Tam to roquest you to inform the 


retary of State for India that Lord 
Salisbury concurs in the roply which Hix Lordship proposes to wend to the 
Viceroy. 


Tam, &o, 
(Signed) "T. H, SANDERSON, 





No. 18. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received October 15.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under= 
Secrutary of Stato for Forcign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards horewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telogram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 13th October, regarding Koweit adairs. 

India Office, October 14, 1897. 


Tnclosure in No. 18. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) India Office, October 13, 1897. 

"FOUR telegram, dated the 19th September. Koweit. Majesty's Govern 
ment are not disposed to interfere more than necessary for maintenanee of general 
peace of Persian Gulf, or to grant protection to Koweit. 


—— eS eee 
No. 19, 
Admiralty to Forcign Office-—(Received October 20.) 
Sir, Admiralty, October 16, 1807. 


1AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, copy of the remarks 
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of the Commander-in-chief on the East Indies Station, dated the 25th August, 
in reference to reports from the commanding officers of Her Majesty's ships “ Pigeon ™ 
and “S respecting the state of afuirs in the Shat-el-Arab River, and in 


A similar letter has been sent to the India Office. 
Tam, &«. 
igned) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


Tnclosure 1 in No. 19. 
Rear-Adwiiral Drummond to Admiralty. 


* Relipse,"* at Port Louis, August 2 

SUBMITTED, observing that Lieutenant and Commander Moubray’s letter 
very clearly explains the state of affairs, and I inclose an extract from a letter from 
Commander Baker, the Senior Officer in the Persian Gulf. (The latter was communi~ 
cated to their Lordships by my submission of the 14th Septomber, 1896,) 

2. As regurda the piracien in the river (beyond thone of the Narkish Stationnaire), 
it appears that Koweit is th starting point, and as it is nom an independent. 
State, it seems desirable that the Indian Government should attempt to deal with it, 
and T agree with Lioutenant and Commander Moubray that the present seems a 
favourable time, If these matters have to be roferred to Constantinople, tho delays 
are great 

3 T have th 
take some action as 


fore submitted to the Indian Government that it ix desirable to 
rds Kowoit 


(Signed) EDMUND DRUMMOND. 


Tnolosure 2 in No. 19. 
Lieutenant-Commander Moubray to Rear-Aduiral Drummond, 


Sir, “ Pigeon,” ut Bussorah, July 7, 1807» 

IN compliance with your sailing ordera dated the 24th May, 1897, 1 have 
the honour to forward you's report on tho stato of political affairs in this district. 

2, The British Consul informs we that the reason for roquisitioning a man-of-war 
here, was ax follows: 

On tho outbreak of houtilities betwoon the Turks and Greeks in April last, a 
telegram was received by Consul-Gencral at Bagdad, and the Consul at Bussorah, 
ordering them to alford protection to Greok subjects of whom there are a considerable 
aumber i both places, principally merchants; this, added to the necessity for 
protecting British subjects both at Bagdad and on the Shat-el-Arab, was the primary 
cause for applying for the presence of a British man-of-war at Bussorah. ‘This was 
the immediate reason which induced Major Fagan, the British Consul, to desire a 
man-of-war in this port, and he telegraphed to the British Ambassador at Con 
stantinople to this effect on tho 26th April, and received a reply on the 12th May 
that “ Pigeon” had been ordered to Bussoral 

3. ‘The British Ambassador at Constantinople sent a despatch to the Consul- 
General at Bagdad, directing him to instruct British Consul at Bussorah to approach 
the Wali (Governor) here, on the subject of the Turkish Stationnaire “Dewasir” in the 
Shat-cl-Arab, (o invite him to issue instructions to the officer in command of that 
vessel, clearly stating to him, that the presence of his ship is not intended as a 
Menace to the sailing craft navigating the river, and directing him to abetain from 
all interference with them. 

4. The necessity for this meastire arose from the action of the Turks in 
attempting to assume jurisdiction of the Shat-el-Arab below Mohammerah, contrary 
to the Treaty of Erzeroum 1847. 3 

5. Last year it was clearly proved by Captain Whyte, the then British Consul 
here, that she, the Stationnaire, was in the habit of searching British vessels on 
the plea of their having contraband articles on board, bat in reality to levy 


G. The presence of that Stationnaire in that portion of the river below 
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Mohammerah is clearly illegal, but the Ambassador docs not propose to press for 
her removal, provided the Wali complies with the demands of non-interference made 


Voluminous correspondence has passed between the British Consul and the 
elative to this matter, but ax yet no satisfactory reply has been received from 
T have perused this correspondence and agree with the British Consol 

that nothing short of strong pressure will bring sfactory issue 

8. If this matter is not settled very sho Consul has been 
instructed by the Ambassador to inform the Wali that Hor Majesty's Government 
would have again to take the necessary steps for the protection of British 
sailing-vessels, which practically means that the river would have to be policed by a 
man-of-war. 

9. The sailing-vessels do nat begin to run here before the end of August. 

10, On our arrival at Fao, I observed the Stationnaire anchored at that place, 
and they, in concert with the Custom-house officials, soldiers of the fort, and 
quarantine officials, last year levied illicit taxea on soveral British vessels 

was with the utmost difficulty the money wax recovered, Tn 
addition to this there is « large gang of pirates outsid he Shat-el-Arab, 
who attack these buggalows on their own account. 

11. These piracies are undoubtedly organized, for the most. part, by Sheikh 
Mubarak of Koweit, But the pirates themselves are composed of both Turks and 
Persian subjects, 

12. When a piracy occurs, and a representation is made by the British Consuls 
both at Bossorah and Mobassinerab, the British Consul at Hussorah is invariably 
informed that they are Persian 9 is tho Vice-Consat at Mohareerah 
is similarly informed by tho Wali of ¢ that they are Torks, and thas no 

tion is over obtained. 
Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah intends to make atrong reptesentations 
to the Ambamador, xtating that, in his opinion, so long as measures are not taken 
¢ the Sheikh of Rowelt, piracies are certain to continue unchecked. 

14. ‘The presont St uaurpet, he having murdered both his 
brothers, and ho is not rec Turkish Government. The rightful heir 
to the Sheikhdom in endeavonring to regain his placo, under the auspices and the 
assistance of his uncle, Yusuf-bin-lbrahim, of Doura, and the present seems to be a 
favourable opportunity for the British Government to axsist the rightful heir who is 
mout anxious to place himself under British protection, 

15. Yusuf-bin-Hbeahim bas, already with eleven boggalows and 1,000. men 
attacked Koweit on the 80th ultimo, but was repulsed; casualties not yet 
known, 

16. ‘There ia no necessity for our presence in the Shat-cl-Arab at present, and I 
would propose that if the hot weather endangers the health of the ship's company 
to any great oxtent, that the “Pigeon” should proceed to Muscat or Ras-al-Had 
until the boggalows begin running up the river. In this the British Consul here 
quite agrees, so L beg to submit my proposal for your approval. 

Lhave, &e, 
(Signed) G. H. MOUBRAY. 


Inclosure.3 in No. 19. 
Commander Baker to Rear-Admiral Drummond. 


(Extract. “ Sphinz,” August +, 1896. 
‘On the 2nd July I left Rishar for Koweit arriving there on the following 


“The Chief of that place some few months ago shot his brother, the late 

f, and his nephew, and stepped into his place, with, apparently, the concurrence 
of the people. No notice at all was taken of the proceedings by the Resident, and 
it was quite apparent that the presence of an English man-ol-war frightened him 
considerably.” 

+ Koweit is nominally an independent Arab territory, but in reality the Turks 
exercise great influence over it, more especially since the new Chief acceded to 


power, he finds it necessary to play into their hands. I paid him a visit, but he 





would not come off to the ship; I also noticed that he flew the Tar 
taxed him with it, but could not get any satisfactory answer from him. 
¢ have nd Political Agent (Native) there as we have at all other large Arab 





No. 20. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Receiceil October 28,) 


Sir, India Office, October 27, 1897. 
I AXE directed to inform you that the Secretary of State for India has received 
from the Admiralty a letter dated'the 16th October, containing a copy of certain 
‘Commander-in-chief on the East Indies Station, dated the 25th 
ust, respecting Koweit. It is understood that a similar lettor has been addressed 
to the Foreign Office, and in connection with this subject Iam requested to forward 
a copy of a telegram dated the 20th October received from the Viceroy. Lord 
George Hamilton proposes to await the receipt of the papers promised by the 

Government of India bofore offering any remarks on the telegram reforred to. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Tnclosure in No. 20, 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(Belographic.) October 20, 1897. 

YOUR telegram of the 13th October. i 

Political Resident's fall report on his Assistant's visit to Koweit, atates Kowcit 
is centre for piratieal expeditions, which endangar our trade with Shat-ol-Arab; 
this ix corroborated by independent reports of naval officers, Resident also states 
Koweit is great slave emporium. He now telegraphs ‘Turkish un-boat has left 
Bussorah for the Arabian coast, and as it in said whe will devote particular attention 
to Koweit, papors will be posted from Simla the 21st of October. 





No. 21. 


India Office 10 Foreign Office.—(Received October 28.) 


Sir, India Office, October 27, 1807. 
IN continuation of my letter of to-day's dato, am directed. to forward a copy 
of a further telegram, received from the Viceroy of India, on the subject of Koweit, 
Lord Elgin inquires whether a gup-boat should ‘bo. sent to wateh events in view of 
the attack upon Koweit which is expected to bo delivered next week. 1 am. to 
Teaquest that Lord George Hamilton may be informed whether the “Marquess of 
Salisbury considers that it it desirable to act upon this suggestion. 
¥ Lam, 


(Signed) GODLEY, 


Tnelosuro in No, 21. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic.) October 27, 1897. 
MY telegram of the 20th October. 
Political Resident hears that Sheikh Jasim of Katr, and Sheikh Yusuf intend 
to attack Koweit about the 6th November, and asks whether he should send gun- 
boat to watch events If report is true, Sheikh Jasim is probably acting in Turkish 


interests. I request instructions. 


(2563) 
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No. 22. 
India Office to Foreign Ofice-—(Received November 2. 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of telegram to 
the Viceroy relative to Koweit affairs. 

India Office, November 2, 1897. 


Inclosure in No. 22. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 
(Telographic.) 
YOURS, 27th: Koweit. 


No objection to sending gun-boat to watch even 
not to interfere unless British interests directly mo 


India Office, October 30, 1897. 


vided Commander instructed 





No. 28. 
Inilia Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 20.) 


Sir, India Office, November 18, 1897. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 27th ultimo, I am directed by Lord George 
Hamilton to transmit, for the information of the Marquess of Salisbury, « copy of @ 
letter from the Governmont of India forwarding the papors referred to in the 
Viceroy's telegram of the 20th October, which was inclosed in my letter, above cited, 
together with a copy of a further telegram from the Viceroy dated the ith 
instant. 

‘The advantages which might be expected to result from a British Protectorate 
over Koweit, are summarised in the 12th paragraph of Major Meade’s report, dated 
the 25th September last. It appears, however, from the Mth paragraph of the 
name report that the Sheikh flies the Turkish flag over his residence, and that his 
eas had the Turkish appointment of Kaimakam conferred upon him by the 
Porte. 

In view of these facts it appears to Lord George Hamilton that no sufficient 
case it made out for the extension of the Britixh Protectorate to a point xo far north 
of the limit of the existing reponsibilities of the Government of India. On the other 
hand, there appears to be nothing in the political situation of Kowoit, that need 
hamper British naval officers in the repression of piracy in case it whould be 
found necessary to bring home to the Sheikh responsibility for acts of that 
character. 

Tam, &e. 
igned) A GODLEY. 


Inelosure 1 in No. 23. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 

(Seerot,) 

My Lord, imla, October 21, 1807. 
WITH reference to the Viccroy's Secret telegram of the 20th October, 1897, we 

have the honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty's Government, 


copies of the papers described in the attached list regarding the affairs of 
Koweit, 


2. We should be glad to learn, at an carly date, whether Her Majesty's 
ment find in these papers any reason to modify the policy indicated in your Lordship’s 
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Secret telegram of the 13th October,* upon which no action will be taken pending” 
receipt ofa reply. 
"i We have, &¢. 


(Signed) ELGIN. 
G. 8. WHITE. 
J. WESTLAND. 
M. D. CHALMERS 
B. H. H. COLLEN. 
. C, TREVOR. 
©. M. RIVAZ. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 23. 
Rear-Admiral Drummond to Government of India. 


(Confidential) + Belipne,” at Seycheltes, September 8, 1807. 

T HAVE the honour to incloso extracts from reports of Ollicers Commanding 
Her Majesty's ships in the Persian Gulf and Shatol-Arab concorning piracies ia 
those parts, pointing out the complicity of the Chief of Koweit, and 1 would submit 
to the Government of India that it is advisable to endeavour to exert somo influence 
in this quarter, either through the contested succession, or by the placing of a native 
Resident, 

If this matter falls iato the hands of the British Consul at Bussorah, gr 
delays will bo the result, all action boing taken through our Ambassador at 
Constantinople. 


Inclomre 8 in No. 28. 
Extract from Letter of July 7, 1807, from Her Majesty's Ship “ Pigeon.” 


10. On oar arrival at Fao T observed the “stationnaire” anchored at that places 
and they, in concert with the Custom-houxe officials, soldiers of the fort, and 
quarantine officials, last year levied illicit taxes on several Britivh vessels 
(bugiralows), and it was with the utmost difficulty the money waa recovered. In 
addition to thie, there is a large gang of pirates outside and inside the Shat-ol-Arab, 
who attack these buggalows on their own account. 

11, These piracies are ondoubtedly organized, for the most. part, by Sheikh 
Mobarak, of Kowoit, bat the pirates themselves are composed of both ‘Turks and 
Persian subjects. ‘ . 

12. When a piracy occurs, and a representation ix made by the British Consuls 
both at Bussorah and Mohammeral, the British Consul is invariably informed thot 
they are Persian subjects, whereas the Vice-Consul at Mohammerah is similarly 
informed by the Vali of that place that they are Turks, aud thus no satisfaction i 
ever obtained. 

Tne er ajestys Consul at Bussorah intends to make strong representations to 
the Ambassador, stating that in his opinion, so long as measures are not taken to 
overawe the Sheikh of Koweit, piracies are certain to continue unchecked, 

Li. The present Sheikh of Koweit is a usurper, he having murdered both his 
brothers, and he is not recognized by the ‘Turkish Government. ‘The rightful hoir 
to the Sheikhdom is endeavouring to regain his place, under the auspices and the 
assistance of his uncle, Yusaf-bin-Ibrahim, of Doura, and the present seems to bea 
favourable opportunity for the British Government to assist the rightful heir, who is 
most anxious to place himself under British protection. 

15. Yusuf-bralbrahim has already, with eleven buggalows and 1,000 men, 
attacked Koweit on the 30th ultimo, but was repulsed; casualties not yet knows, 


© 4 Her Mujruty's Goverament are not disposed to interfere more than necessary for malatesaece of general 
peace of the Persiats Wulf ur to grant protection to Koweit.” 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 23. 
Mojor Meade to Government of India. 


(Confidential) Bushire, September 25, 1897. 

IN continuation of my telegram in cypher of the 10th instant regarding Koweit 
affairs, I have the honour to report, for the information of the Government of India, 
that Mr. Gaskin, the extra Assistant to the Resident in the Persian Gulf, visited 
Koweit in the R.I.M.S. “ Lawrence” on the Sth instant, and had two interviews with 
Sheikh Mabarak-el-Subah, the present Chief, Captain Hewett, of the “ Lawrence, 
was present at these meetings, which took place on shore, the Sheikh preferring not 
to come on board the “ Lawrence,” explaining that bis doing so might get him into 
trouble with the Turkish authorities, with whom he must keop on good terma until 
our protection is assure 

2. ‘The primary and ostensible object of Mr. Gaskin's visit to Kowcit was to 
convey to Sheikh Mabarak the warning of the British Government conveyed in your 
cypher telegram of tho 9th May last, informing him that he will be held reaponsitile 
for any piratical attacks on British vesselx committed by Koweit poople. Mr. Gaskin 
duly conveyed this niessage to the Sheik, who, he reports, was much concerned at 
receiving it. He denied that his subjects at Koweit itself engage in piracy, bat 
admitted that people employed in certain date gardeas of his near Bussorah may do 
20, actding that ho has no control over them. He went on to state that the head= 
quarters of the pirates are on the other side of the Gulf, and that Koweit veasela aro 
also plundered by then. ‘That when he has applied for assistance from the Turkish 
authorities, the only result has boen extortion on the part of the officers and soldiers 
sont to investigate the ensex in questic 

3, Ho had asked the Wali of Bussorah for peratisaion to keep twa or three 
armed vessels to patrol the mouth of the Shat-cl.Arab, but this was not allowed, 
and he as now directed that Koweit boats should act 
and threes. 


singly, but always in twos 
He concluded by saying th fully recog @ nevesulty for prompt 
co-operation with the British Government, and wou! glad to give their Repre. 
sentative any information ke could rogarding piracies, and asaist in the captare and 
deateuction of the pirates, 

5. As regards the dispute botwoen Sheikh Mubarak, on th sido, and hia 
nophews, sons of the Inte Sheikh, and Yusuf-bineIbrabis, on the other, Sheikh 
Mubarak told Mr. Gaskin that he would like to have the mediation of Sheikh Esa, 
of Babrein, who wax « relation, and well qualified for the task. He said that his 
nephews had lived on good terms with him alter their father’s death, and that 
it was in consequence of the intrigues of Sheikh Yusuf that they fad turned 
against him. He added that, although he was quite prepared to come to terms 
with his nephown, ho thought they should not be allowe.! to live at Koweit. Iu thin 
he ix probably right, for it must be remembered that Shelkl: Mubarak assassinated 
the father of these young men, and nothing that he may dowill absolve him in their 

s from the guilt of this crime, or do away with the nocessity for revenge on their 


6. If the other sido aro alwo prepared to accopt the mediation of Sheikh Esa, of 
Bahrein, I thiak he may be Informed that we have no objection to his undertaking 
the tas 

7, [now come to the most important part of Mr. Gaskin's iwission, which was 
to ascertain ‘listinetly what the Sheikh’s views are in regard to certain advances he 
has been making of late through our Agent at Babrein with a view to our extending 
to Koweit the protection we give to other places on the Arab coast, 

__ 8 Mr. Guskin reports that Sheikh Mubarak told him that he aud his people 
wish Koweit 10 be placed under British protection such as is enjoyed by Buhrein 
and the Trucial Chiefs. If the British Government will extend its protection to 
him, he says he is prepared to assist the British in maintaining law and order in 
that part of the Gulf with the full force at his disposal; which, he states, amounts to 
25,000 tribesmen. 


: wed that his efforts in 
‘orte, however, have as yet 
refrained from definitely acknowledging bis position, and it appears to me that the 
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Sheikh’s advances to us may be made with the object of inducing the Turkish 
Government to hasten their movements. ; 
10. On the other hand, however, be explained to Mr. Gaskin that he had found 
the Turks grasping and unreliable, and that he and his people believed they 
4 ere long to entirely absorb Koweit. It was to prevent this, he said, that he 
wished for British protection, ‘There can be no doubt that Sheikh Mubarak, like 
other small Chiefs on the Arab coast, is quite ready to ask for British or Turkish 
rotection, as appears best for his own interests, and I doubt if we would have 
ieard much of his desire for our help if the Turks had at once acknowledged him. 
They, however, appear to be anxious to defer coming to any definite settlement of 
the succession’ to the Sheikhship, the delay being probably in consequence of the 
wish of the local officials to get as much as they can out of both claimants. . 

11. The delay, whatever its causes, has given us an opportunity of extending 
our influence in Koweit, which would, I believe, be highly advantageous to our 
intorests for many reasons. r , 

12. Koweit 's an excellent harbour, and will, under our protection, 
undoubtedly become one of the most important places in the Persian Gulf, Apart 
from the ehanees of its being tho sea port for the projected railway from Port Satd, 
which is under consideration, and which the poxseasion of Kos ald enabl 
protect, th trade with the interior is aleeady considerable, and will greatly in 
At present, in spite of the Sheikh’s assertions, it ix regarded av a contre for piratical 

‘nd therefore endangors our teade with the Shat-el-Arab, Finally, it 

at it is a groat slave emporium, and that our efforts to put a atop to the 

Slave Trade are more or leas barren of results ax long as slaves eau be marched 
actos Arabia, and shipped at Koweit for Turkey and Persia, 

18. Piracy and the Slave Trade would recelve a blow if we bronght the place 
tader our protection, and it would also enable us to exercive supervision over ite 
trade which would undoubtedly advance our interests in the Persian Gul é 

14, As far, then, a5 we aro concerned, it seems advisable ta ith Sheikh 
Mabarak's views, and to extend to Kowelt and ite Ruler the protection enjayed by 
Bahrein and other places og the Arab coast, but Lam aware that the Turkia 
Government claims a certain amount of influence in the place. ‘The Sheikh, for 
instance, flies a Turkish flag over his own residence, and hia predecessor had the 
title of Kaimaka:n conferred on him by the Porte. 

15, "These facts, however, do not, 1 think, constitute an insurmountable 
‘obstacle to tho extension of our own influence. We have never admitted Turkish 
authority in Koweit, and the Turks, as far as Tam aware, have never entered into 
formal agreements with the Sheikhs, nor have they ever exercised wovereign rights 


and to the advance of eiviliation, = 

17. Aw mentioned in my Confidential telegram already referred to, the views of 
Coloael Loch, Rexident, Turkish Arabia, which were conveyed to me by Major 
Fagan, now Politicnl Agent at Muscat, coincide with mine. 5 

18. 1 would add that Me. Guskin carried oot my instructions, and conducted his 
visit ta Koweit in'a satisfactory manor, and Tam glad to be ablo to bring this to 
the notice of the Government of India.’ He wax accompanied by Aga Muhammad 
Rahim, our Agont at Bahroin, who was here when Mr. Gaskin started, and whose 
friendship with Sheikh Mubarak was useful in conducting negotiations with him. 

Mr. Gaskin was instructed to give no reply to the Sheikh's proposals, and no 
farther action will be taken till I receive the instructions of Government, 


Inclosure 5 in No. 23. 


Major Meade to Government of India. 


Bushire, October 2, 1807. 

IN reply to Foreign Department letter, dated the 11th September, inviting 

ABy attention to your letter, dated the 10th aly ast, ding measures to be 
‘adopted with a view to checking the traffic in slaves in the Persian ae on 
{563} 
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the Oman coast, I have the honour to state that I have requested Major Fagan, 
the newly-appointed Political Agent at Muscat, to furnish me with a Report as 
soon as he can, and I heard lately that he was about to go to Sar, no doubt to 
collect information on the subject. 

2. I will make full inquiries myself when I visit Muscat and the 
shortly, and I would ask that the submission of my own Ri yb 
stand over till then when I will, I hope, be in a position to give the Govern 
Tndia reliable information. 


Aral coast 


Inclosure 6 in No. 23. 
Major Meade to Government of India. 


(felegraphic,) Bushire, October 17, 1897. 

MY letter, 25th September. It is reported that Turkish gun-boat has left 
Bustorah for cruise along Arabian coast, and it is said that she is to devote par- 
ticular attention to Koweit. If Turks absorb Koweit, it will probably affect British 
India trade Shat-cl-Arab, of 


Inclosure 7 in No. 23. 
Government of India to Lor @. Hamilton. 


(Tele, raphic.) November 11, 1897. 
KOWEIT. 
Resident was authorised in terms of your telegram of the 30th October to send 
gun-boat, which has now returned. All was quiet. Sheikh told Commander be was 


very anxious to be brought under British protection. 





No. 24. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Sir, Foreign Office, November 25, 1897. 
I HAVE laid before the Marquess of Salisbury your letter of the 18th instant 
relative to the position of Koweit. 
I am directed by his Lordship to state that he concurs in the view of Lord 
G, Hamilton that there is no saflicient ground for placing it wader the protection 
of Great Britain, but that there is nothing in its political situation to hamper 
‘tinh naval officers in the repression of piracy if it should be found necessary to 
bring home to the Sheikh of Koweit responsibility for piratical acts, 
Tam, &c. 
(Bigned) T. H. SANDERSON. 





No. 25. 


Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received December 31.) 


fo. 702) 
fis ay P. 
VE received the followin 


Bussorah, and have communi 


Constantinople, December 31, 1897. 
sjesty’s Vico-Consul at. 
neral at Bag 


sixteen battalions are reported to have arrived, as a coup de main, at Bussorah, 
Three more have arrived for the expedition to Koweit.” 


| 
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No. 26. 
India Office to Foreign Office. (Received January 21.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George 
Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy 
‘of inclosures in India Foreiga Secretary's letter of the 9th December, 1897, regarding 
Koweit affai 

India Office, January 20, 1898. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 26. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India, 


Se November 12, 1807. 
IN continuation of my telegram of the Mth instant, I have the honour to forward, 
for the information of the Government of India, copy of a letter from Commander 
Moubray, R.N., of Her Majesty's ship “Pigeon,” reporting on his visit to Koweit, 
in connection with the rumoured attack on that place. 

2, The Assistant Political Agent at Bussorah, whom T nsked to ascertain con- 
fidentially if the Turkish authorities were in any way concerned in the matter, 
has informed me that he has not learnt of any instigation on the part of the Turks, 
and that the Turkish gun-boat which left Bussorah a short time ago, ix naid to be 
only making ber annual cruise along the Arab coast, 

T have forwarded a copy of Commander Moubi 


Resident, Turkish Arabia. 


Bushir 


y's Report to the Political 
Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) M, J. MEADE, 
Officiating Political Resident, Persian Gulf. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 26. 
Lieutenant-Commander Moubray to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


Sir, “ Pigeon,” at Bushire, November 7, 1807. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that in compliance with your request in your 
letter dated the 3rd November, that I should proceed to Koweit, L visited that port 
Yesterday and as soon as Chad anchored Sheikh Mubarak sent his son, Sheikh 
Thrabim, off to the ship to ask me to come and see him, which I accordingly did, 
and in the course of the interview he informed me that he did not fear an attack 
from any of the surrounding tribes, and that.at the most his enemies, Sheikh Jassim- 
i Brahim could only bring 3,000 men against him, whereas he 
(Sheikh Mabarak) had 16,000 men armed, and at the same time ready to oppose an 
attack; also that the Bedouin Sheikhs in the sarrounding country were his warm 
‘llies, and would place several thousand men at his disposal if necessary. ‘There 
were two Bedouin Sheiklis present at part of the interview, and they, as well as 
Sheikh Mubarak spoke most bitterly of the Turks, ~ © 

Sheikh Mubarak impressed on me that he was most anxious to be undor B 
protection, and that recently be had received a letter from his friend Sheikh 
Of Bahrein, saying that he was enjoying peace and quietness under British protec- 
tion, and strongly urged him (Sheikh Mubarak) to bring about a British Protecto- 
rate over Koweit. $ 

2. There are no British subjects at Koweit. — 

3. In reply to my question whether Koweit was under Turkey Protectorate 
he replied i tive, and that he wished to throw off all Turkish yoke, 

eee Thave, do, 

(Signed) E. H. MOUBRAY. 
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No. 27. 
Sir P. Currie to the Marquess of Salisbury.—( Received Janvary 31.) 


(No. 53.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, January 27, 1898. 

T HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despateh 
which have received from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Bagdad, respecting 
the concentration of troops there, and the state of aifairs at Koweit. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) PHILIP CURRIE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 27. 
Consul-General Loch to Sir P, Currie. 


x Bagdad, December 30, 1897. 

IN coatiavatioa of my despatch No, 115 dated the 16th instant, 1 have the 
honour, very respectfully, to submit, for your Excellency’s information, a copy of 
my despatch to the Goverament of India reporting the recent orders for the concen- 
tration of troopa at Bagdad and affairs at Koweit. 

2. Sicce writing the above, I have had the honour to dispatch to your 
Excellency a cypher telegram dated the 23rd instant, reporting the departure of troops. 
from Bagdad, and I was informed of the arrival yesterday of one battalion of the 
45th Regiment of about 420 snen from Kerkuk, and ono battalion from Ralahiyeh is 
expected to reach Bagdad to-day (the 30th). 

‘On the 28th instant six field pieces with thirty gunners and thirty horses left 
for “ Khur Bridge," about 3 miles down the river. On the 29th the men and horses 
march from Bussorah vid Hillab, Dixasich, and Samawa, the six guns being left at 
“Khar” to be picked up by the Frat” when she sails from Bagdad, ‘The guns 
are described to me as 2—Td-prs.,, 2—L1-prs., and 2—9-prs. 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) W. LOCH, Lieutenant-Colonel. 


Tnclosuro 2 in No. 27. 
Consul-General Loch to Government of India. 


sir, Bagdad, December 22, 1807. 

WITH reference to my cyphor telegram dated the 16th December, I have the 
honour very respectfully to place below, for the information of Government, news 
regarding the recont movements of troops reported thes 

2, On my return from Bussorah on tour on the 15th instant, T was informed of 
the concentration at Bagdad of troops as per margin,* or, rather, that orders for 
the conceateation has been issued, and that these seven battalions, with three already 

t Bagdad, together with 0 guts, 4 officers, 130 gunners, 150 horses, aggregating 
in all about 6,000 men, were to hold themselves in readiness to proceed on service, 
it Is rumoured, to Koweit. 

T communicated this intelligence to his Excelleney, the Ambassador at 
Constantinople, ia eypher, and received a reply to the effect that the troops, so he 
had heard, were to be used as a punitive foree to cover a ramoured disaster to 
Parkish arms with the Arab tribes somewhere south. A few hours after receipt 
of the above telegram, another telegram was received from the Embassy quoting 
‘one from the Assistant Political Agent at Bussoraly, Mr. Forbes saying that no news 
of a Turkish disaster had been received there, but that a rumour was prevalent at 
Bussorah that Sheikh Jasim-bin-Thani, the well-known Sheikh of El Katr, was 
collecting forces at Katr, near Babrein, and was about to attack Sheikh Mubarak, 
who had usurped the Chieftainship of Koweit. Sheikh Mubarak has, I am informed, 
been in communication with Mushir Pasha, of Bagdad, and has asked for help 


1 tattation from Kerkuk, 1 battalion from Mona, 1 battalion from Salahiyeh (Kit) 1 battalion from 
sash, tetana frm Saati iutlon fre Hei, 1 etalon frm Amari to Bogdsd 
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against his rival, and J cannot help thinking that my information, which points 
to Koweit as the destination of the force, confirmed, as it is, by the rumour at 
Bassorah, is correct. 
at present, been suspended, but one of the Oman Ottoman 
sil has been detained here for the conveyance of troops to 
oralt, if necessary, and other steamers of the Beet are to be detained ax they 
arrive, so Lam informe 

Mushir Rejeb Pasha visited Bussorah in October last, remaining about a week, 
under the pretence of settling a quarrel between the Wali of that place and the 
Commodore of the Turkish fleet: stationed there. At the beginning of last month 
Mohsin Pasha, one of the high Commanders at Bagdad, was sent to Bussorah in 
connection with the same inquiry, and while there he was instructed to relieve the 
Wali of his duties; but when Iwas there the Wali still reigned, and he and the 
Pasha were carrying on the administration together seated in chairs side by side, 
each cancelling the order the other had issued. Mohsin Pasha’s hand in the 
administration is only a blind to avert suspicion, and he is intended for the command 
Of the expedition, I bel 

1 pass on now to discuss the affairs at Kowcit. 

3. You are aware that in May 1896, Sheikh Mubarak murdered his brothers 
Muhammad Pasha-cl-Sebah and Jerrah, and seized Kowelt, and that one of the 
murdered brother's sons, with the help of Sheikh Yusuf "(of Dora) his maternal 
unele, has since (once, if not twice), attempted to recapture the town. In July Tast, 
Saood, the second son of Muhammad Pasha-el-Scbah visited Major Fagan, then 
Consul at Bussorab, aud expressed a hope that Her Majesty's Goverument would bel 
him in his sore extremity and take him under protection, Major Fagan pro 
visiting Koweit in Her Majesty's gun-boat “Pigvon,” but before sanctioning this T 
referred the question to Sir Philip Carrie, who communicated with the Foreign 
Office at home, and replied to me to the effect that Her Majesty's Government did 
not consider any interference on our part necessary unless British interests wore 
involved and tho peace of the Gulf endangered 

Tn November last the “Pigeon” visited Koweit and reported that Sheikh 
Mubarak was most friendly aad desirous of our protection. ‘This much I firmly 
believe, that both factions would gladly avail themselves of our protection and hate 
the Turks most bitterly : 

No Rulor of Koweit has ever shown fealty way to the Sultan, and I 
credibly informed that the only instance of the Sheikh’s applying to the ‘Turkish 
authorities for help was that they requested that « Kazi might be nominated by 
them to administer Mahommedan Jaw ; but this fell through, owing to the proposed 
salary being too amall to tempt any one to take op the appointment, Sheikh 
Jassim-bin-Thani, above alluded to, has eapoused the cause of the murdered Shei 
sons, and haa invested the town of Katr, which is held by a battalion of 
‘troops, with what result I am unaware. 

T hear that portion af the troops are to leave Bagdad on the 25th instant in 
the “ Mosul,” to be followed by other detachments ia due course, the concentration 
to be made at Bussoral. 

fut it way be said that the affairs at Koweit are beyond my sphere and 
more properly connected with that of the Resident, Persian Gulf. This is true, but 
1 submit most deferentially that the occapation’ or protection, by the Porte, of 
Koweit would be a standing manace to our trade interests in Turkish Arabia, 
Searcely a day pansos but attempts are made to hamper our trade, sometimes by 
Yexatious quarantine Regulations, at others by some move on the part of the 
Turkish authorities to gain complete control over the mouth of the Shat-el-Arab at 
Fao, and it is from here that they must be watched and their actions checked, 
‘There is, however, another matter connected with this question which has lately 
forced itself on my attention. a 

For some months past vague rumours have been afloat that Russia and her 
agents were working in the Gulf, and I would invite your reference to my letter 
No, 616, dated the 1sth ultimo, in whieh I forwarded a copy of an Embassy despateh 

sstantinople with inclosure,® bringing to my notice that Russia was secking 
to acquire a coaling station in that quarter, which confirms, to a certain extent, 


* Sa.47, Confidential dated September 21, 1697, from Her Majesty's Coase, Jerusalem, to Her Majesty's 
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these rnmours. Moreover, from hints Ihave received it is Koweit on which Russia’s 
eyes are fixed. 

You will observe that according to Consul Dickson's despatch M. Krouglow, 
late Russian Consul at Jerusalem, has been instructed to report, after his arrival, 
on the subject. M. Krouglow has not yet arrived, and it is now doubtful if he will 
come owing toa death vacancy at Aleppo in the Russian Consular Service, which 
he is expected to fill. M. Mashkow will, ia this case, remain, and the matter will 
be entrusted to him, I presame. M. 'Mashkow is an intense Anglophobe and 
extremely active in intrigue, and I firmly believe that the question of the coaling- 
station will, in the next few months, come prominently to the front. 

L have, &e. 
(Signed) W. LOOH, Liewtenant-Colonel. 





No. 28. 
Foreign Office to Mr. Lee Warner. 


Dear Lee Warner, Foreign Office, February 7, 1808. 

HEREWITH is ag official letter forwarding copy of a recent despatch frou 
Colonel Loch at Bagdad, respecting Turkish designs on Koweit. You will see 
that he suspects an intention on the part of Russia to acquire a coaling station 
there, 

I should have thought it, myself, an unlikely and inconvenient place for the 
Russians to choose. 

But Lord Salisbury thinks it might be well to call the attention of the Govera- 

of India to this part of Colonel Loch’s dexpatch to them and ask their 
opinion, 

‘The previous despatch from Constantinople about the Rossian design of 
obtaining a casling station was sent to you in our lottor of the 2lst October 
last, 

Yours sincerely, 
(Bignod) it. H. SANDERSON. 


No. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 10.) 

WITH reference to Foreign Office letter of the 7th February, the Under 
Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, and, by the direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwards here 
with, for the information of the Secrocary of State, copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, 
dated the 7th February, regarding Koweit affairs. 

Inia Office, February 9, 1898, 

Tnclosure in No. 29. 


Lord @. Hamilton to Government of India. 


India Office, February 7, 1898. 


(Telographic.) 
"SEE Loch's No. 659 of the 22nd December. 
Have you any confirmation of suspected Russian designs on Koweit ? 





No, 30. 
India Offce to Foreign Office —(Received February 11.) 
Sir, India Office, February 11, 1898. 


* TAM directed by Lord Hamilton to request that you will lay before the 
Marquess of Salisbury the inclosed copy of a telegram on the subject of the reported 
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Russian designs on Koweit, which his Lordship addressed to the Viceroy on receipt 
of i ar letter of the 7th February last, together with a copy of the Viceroy's 
reply. " 
Prd George Hamilton will be glad to be informed whether the Marquess of 
Salisbury is now in possession of any information which might make it desirable to 
modify the policy with regard to Koweit indicated in his telegram to the 
Viceroy of the 15th October last, which was sent to the Foreign Office on the 14th 
idem,” 3 Amt 
he purport of the telegram ia question was communicated to the Foreign 
Office in ‘Sir Horace Walpole’s letter of the 28th September, and approved by 
the Marquess of Salisbary in your letter dated September and received on the 3nd 
October last. 


. GODLEY, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 30, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, February 7, 1898. 
[Seo Inclosure in No. 29.] 
Tnolosure 2 in No. 30. 
Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic.) February 9, 1808. 
YOUR telegram of the 7th February 
No confirmation of Russian designs on Kowelt, but Meade reports « M. Adamoff, 
who, accompanied by two Teussian doctors ostensibly on plague duty, Int year 
visited Bagdad in August after touring abont the Gall. Adamaff is not a medical 
man. 





No, 31. 
Foreign Office to Admiral Beaumont. 


Ff vebruary 16, Ut 
Dear Admiral Beaumont, Foreign Office, February 16, 
POUT nan tock at the inclosed papers and retaen them with your obsorvations 
on the pousibility of Russia desiring to obtain Koweitasa.coaling station. | It scems 
to me still vere unlikely that they should wish it, or the Turks be likely to 
code ee . 
Do you think we should send the papers officially to Admiralty 
= Yours, &e, ? 
(Signed) ‘N. H, SANDERSON. 


ee 
No. 82, 
Admiral Beaumont to Foreign Office —(Received February 18.) 


Sear Sir Tas Sanderson, _ Admiralty, Februcry 18, 1898, 

T HAVE carefully gone through the papers which T return herewith, 

‘The anchorage off the town of Koweit is a good one and could well be made 
into a coaling station, but it is on the way to nowhere, and I cannot conceive why 
the Russians should desire to have it. If, however, Russia ever descends through 
Persia to establish herself on the shores of the Gulf, Koweit would be the natural 
port for any ships which she might get into the Gu! 
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‘Though it is a large bay it has several good anchorages which could be used 
to coal warships or transports, and if it became Russian territory, it could, with 
time and ata large expenditure, be turned into a fortified naval base, the importance 
of which to Russia would be great, 

It seems to me, therefore, that unless there is a probability of Rus: 
day established on’ the shores of the Persian Gulf, the rumours of her d 
have Koweit as acoaling station cannot have any military significance or 
importance. 

T do not think that as the information contained in the papers stands now that 
they need be referred officially to the Admiralty. 

un, de. 


(Signed) L. A. BEAUMONT, 





No. 33, 


Liewtenant-Colonel Meade to Foreign Office—(Received March.) 


(Privato,) 
My dear Mr. Curzon, Bushire, Mareh 28, 1898, 

MANY thanks for your letter of the 28th February to which 1 intend sending 
a further reply lator on, I think, however, that I ought to reply to your questions 
about Koweit at om T have never been there myself, thoagh [ intended going to 
that part of the Golf this winter, affairs on the Mekran coast and Maseat havo taken 
up all my time. 

‘There has, too, not been any ‘particular object in going there myself ax I 
wax informed that “Her Majesty's Government were not disposed to bring Koweit 
under British protection, of to interfere with Koweit affairs moro than is necessary 
for the maintonanee ofthe general peace of the Persian Gulf.” 

My own views have been clearly expressed in various telegrams to the 
Government of India and are identical with those held by Colonel Loch, the Resident 
at Bagdad, 

‘The Sheikh has asked for our protection, and we think that it should be 
afforded as soon as possible, as otherwise the pretended Turkish protection will be 
made real, and Koweit will become, really, ax well ax in name, a partof the Bussorah 
Vilayet 

You ask if 1 am in favour of our protection (s.) on its owa merits, and I reply 
that Tam. Koweit ia said by all who know it to be one of the best harbours in the 
Persian Gulf, and it may become later on a very important place should the railway 
project of Port Said ever beeome a reality. T have doubts ws to whether this will 
‘ever come to anything, but the possibility that i¢ may should, 1 think, weigh with 
us in regard to obtaining some bold over the place. If we had it we might later on 
make it a coaling station, which we want badly, all the harbours being open 
roadsteads, and not one being actually British. 

You ask also if [am in favour of our protection as against (b) Turkey 
(c), ugainst any other power or influence. On both these points I am positive, a 
think that if Turkey or any other Power gots a paramount influence at Kowvit it 
will be the worse for us. 

It is said that Russia wants a coaling station fn the Persian Gulf and that she 
has her ayes on Koweit. 1 cannot, with the information before me, say for certain 
how far this is correct, but I fancy it is very likely. Gencrally, I should say 
that even if we are not immediately interested in getting hold of Koweit 
for ourselves, we cannot alford to let it fall into the hands of any other Power. We 
should, therefore, in my opinion, oppose any attempt by Russia or ‘Turkey to get 
hold of the place, or increase any influence they have there already, and we ought 
to (ako advantage of the readiness of the present Sheikh Mubarak to tring him 
at least guder our influence, if it is not possible, at once, to bring him wader our 
protection. 

‘Tho Arabs hate the Turks, and Sheikh Mubarak wants to be brought under 
our protection, bat he cannot enter into an agreement with us unless we can make 
up our minds that we ean and will protect him. I do notknow whether the present 
isa fitting time to raise any further questions of this sort; but an opportunity 





may present itself, and if it does it should not be lost, as otherwise we may in the 
future regret that we allowed Koweit to pass into other hands. 
Excuse this long letter, and believe me, &e. 
(Signed) M. J. MEADE. 





No. 34. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury—{Received November 7.) 


pay Constantinople, November 1, 1898, 
“WITH reference to Sir P. Currie's despatch No, 82 of the 9th February last 
have the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch, which 
Thave received from Her Majesty's Acting Consul-General at Bagdad relative to 

the state of affairs at Koweit, 
Lhave, &. 


(Signed) N. BR. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 34, 


Acting Consul-General Melvill to Sir N. O' Conor, 
No. 
& Bagdad, October 6, 1898. 

WITH reference to this Office despatch, No. 2, dated the &th January lst, I 
have the honour to submit for your Excellency’s information, the following extracts 
from the diary of Her Majoxty’s Consul at Bassorah : amen 

“ September It.—On account of the numerous complaints made against Sheikh 
Mubarak, of Koweit, by his nephews and Sheikh Jasim-bis-Thani, of Katr, accusing 
him of plundering ‘and killing several people, and to bring about an’ amicable 
settlement of the disputes which exist between the above two parties, the Wali, 
by sanction of tho Sublime Porte, appointed a Commission to inquire into the 
Batter, 

“Seyyid Ahmed Pasha (brother of the Nakib of Bussorah) and! Muhammad 
Pasha have been appointed members of the said Commission and they had an 
interview with Mubarak Sabah at Fao, 

“The Nakib of Bussorah hax gone to Koweit to discuss the matter with Sheikh 
Mubarak. 

«September 24th—A battalion of infantry 
Nasiriyeh ; their destination is said to be Katr. 
- T have, &e. 

(Signed) P. J. MELVILUL, Major. 


rived here by sailing vessels from 


No. 35. 
India Offce to Foreign Office-—(Received November 24,) 


Sir, India Office, November 23, 1898. 
IN acknowledging the receipt of your letter dated the 15th November last, 
forwarding copy of a despatch No. 569 dated the Ist November from Sir N. O'Conor, 
1am directed by Lord George Hamilton to invite attention to my letter dated the 
1th February last on the subject of Koweit. In view of the Commission which is 
now reported to have been appointed by the Wali, “with the sanction of the Sublime 
Porte,” to inquire into complaints against the Sheikh, the occasion seems to have 
risen for considering the issue raised in the letter of the 11th February, to which I 
have adverted, 
Tam, &, 


(Signed) GODLEY. 
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No. 36: 
Foreign Office to India Office. 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 

I HAVE laid before the Marquess of Salisbury your letter of ‘th 
inquiring whether, in view of the reported appointment of a Commi 
sanction of the Sublime Porte, to inquire into complaints against the Shei 
Koweit, it would not be advisable to modify the: policy of non-interference with) 
regard to that place as communicated to the Viceroy of India in Lord George] 
Hamilton's telegram of the 15th October, 1807. 

Fam to state that, in Lord'Salisbuty’s opinion, the question of establishing 
Protectorate over Koweit, and the responsibilities which. such a Protectorate would) 
entail isa matter primarily for the consideration of the Goverament of India, 2s om 
that Government would fall the duty of undertaking the arrangements to be made 
for the assertion and maintenance of the Protectorate and the control of the Sheikle 
that would be entailed by it, 

If the Government of (ndia is of opinion that the Protectorate can be under- 
taken without difficulty or any inconvenient extension of the duties of police already 
exercised in the Persian Galf, Lord Salisbury would approve of such a step, and 

be prepared to acquiesce in the establishment of such Protectorate and to 
support it diplomatically in case the Porte should raise counter-claims. It does. 
not appear that there is any: foundation, in fact, for @ Turkish-claim of sovereignty 
or control over the district, 
Tam, &e. 


(Signed) ‘t. H. SANDERSON, 


No. 81: 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Received December 27.) 


(fo, 007. Secret.) 
iy Lord, Constantinople, December 22, 1893. 
TN acknowledging the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch No. 270 of ‘the 13th 





instant, inclosing copies of correspondence with the India Office in reference to 
affairs at Koweit, f beg leave to make the following observations :— 

Although the archives of this Embassy do not show that the question of juris- 
diction over Koweit has been specifically raised, there is a Minute reporting. ai 
conversation between Sir A. Sandison and U and Visier which decidedly implies 
‘a recognition of Turkish sovereignty as far as El Katif. 

Lordship a copy of this Memorandum. 
Tnd, moreover, that Sir William White was informed in. your Lordship's tele- 
m No. 101 of the 2th August last, that Her Majesty's Government recognized 
‘urkish jurisdiction as far as El Katif, but that no ‘declaration to this effect was’ 
made to’ the Ottoman Government by Her Majesty's Ambassador on the ground. 
that the Turks already had a garrison at El Bida considerably to the south off 
Koweit. 

Recent correspondence shows that this garrison numbers about 800 men, and 
that a garrison of about 160 meo is also stationed at El Katif. 

Te appears, however, that not only are acts of piracy of frequent occurrence! 
along the coast, but that Kow is an emporiam for slaves from Arabia passiay 
thence to Turkey and Persia. Rey tations to the Turkish Government woul 
pobbly have no more edeet in Us than in other places and they would besid 

‘ave the objection of implying the recognition of Turkish sovereignty, which 
whether we 
territorial maritime limit. Acts of piracy and of regular Traffic in Slaves woald 
justify the interference of the Indian Government and afford ground for coming to a) 
jirect and special arrangement with the Sheikh, which need not necessarily be made 
ublic, In course of time this arrangement might be shaped into a more effective! 
form which would serve ali practical purposes and give the Indian Goverament: 
prior lien upon Koweit. 


T inelose herewith to your 


ae it oF not on land, we do not appareaty admit within 
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Though strongly in favour of the maintenance of British su i 
Persian Gulf, | am of opinion that it will be advisable to. proceed ‘cautiozaly ara 
as quietly as possible in regard to the establishment of a) British Protectorate over 
Koweit. Any formal declaration to this effect at the present moment would be 
considered litle short ofa hostile act by Turkey, andi aay ease it would be sure 
‘0 produce very serious diplomatic complications, not only with this Go 

bat probably alan with Rosia. : H eg 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) N. BR, O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 37. 
Memorandum addressed by Sir A. Sandison to Sir W. White, July 4, 1880, 


1 HAVE the honour to report that in accordance with your Excellency's 
instructions I spoke again to the Grand Vizier on Tuesday last on the question of 
sending troops to El Katr from the Army Corps at Bagdad with a view to ensuring 
Security in that direction. At the same I pointed out to his Highness by meaus of 
 tracing’on a flying sheet of paper the position of Fl Katr und the considerable 
distance intervening between Ei Katif aud that locality, adding that want of 
security prevailed between Bussorah and El Katif, and not between the latter and 
El Katr. | also took the opportunity of mentioning to his Highness the considera- 
tions which made it very desirable for the Turkish’ Government not to extend ita 
military action south of El Katif. 

Tt may be well for me to quoto here textually the Grand Virier’s roply, who, 
on seeing the position of El Kate (the destination of the troops in question) 
expressed himself by saying, “This won't do at all,” and if you loave me that 
tracing I will see to it. 

T shall not fail again to recall his Highness's attention to thin matter, and ask 


him whether the Government has actually given counter-orders respecting the 
despatch of troops to El 





No. 38, 
India Office to Foreign Ofice—(Received December 27.) 


,, THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents. his compliments to the 
Undersecretary of State for, Foreiga Affairs, and, by direction of Lord lairge 
tamilton, forwants herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of 
# telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 24th Decomber, regarding a British Protectorate 
‘over Koweit. 

India Office, December 27, 1898. 


Inclosure in No. 38, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, . 


(elegraphic.) India Office, December 24, 1808, 
ce ‘Fonet 3N OFFICE would approve Protectorate Koweit on understandi 
that esponsibility for its assertion and maintenance and for control of Sheikh 
rolves upon Government of India, and if you think that it could be under, 
taken without difficulty or inconvenient extension of the duties of police devolvin 
on your Government in the Gulf. I should wish toknow the opinion of the Govern 
ment of India with special reference to the present state of affairs at Koweit, and to 
he measures you could take to make the Protectorate effective, relying upon Her 
Majesty's Government for diplomatic support at Constantinople. ® 


————— 
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No. 39. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received January 2, 1809.) 


(No. 672.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, December 29, 1898. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 667, Secret, of the 22nd instant, 1 have the 
honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
received from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-General at Bagdad, containing further 
information respecting the affairs of Koweit. 

Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inciosure in No. 39. 
Acting Consul-General Melvill to Sir N. O/Conor. 


Sir, Bagdad, November 30, 1898. 

WITH reforence'to this Office despatch No. 73, dated the Gth ultimo, I have the 
honour to submit, for your Excellency's information the following extract from the 
diary of Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorab :-— 

“November #1,—Syed Rajab Effendi, the Nakib of Bussorab, left for Kate by 
ateam-ahip "Abdul Kadir’ for the alleged purpose of bringing about a reconciliation 
between -bin-Thani of Katr and Mubarak Sabah of Koweit 

T have, &e, 
(Signed) P. J. MELVILL, Major. 





No, 40. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Secret) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 4, 1899. 
WITH reference to my letter of the 30th ultimo, furnishing copy of a despatch 
from Her Majexty’s Ambassador at Constantinople on the question of entablishing 
British Protectorate over Koweit, 1 am directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to 
state that while agrecing in his Excellency’s view that it would be advisable to avoid 
at presiont any overt steps towards such x measure, he thinks it desirable to ta 
such precautions as are possible against the establishment of any territorial ¢ 
fn the part of Russia in that district such as might possibly result from the pres 
negotiations by Count Kapnist for concession of a railway from ‘Tripoli in Syria to 
Koweit with a hand from Khanikin to the latter place through Bagdad, Nedjef and 
Bussorah, 

Lori! Salisbury would, therefore, propose to the Seeretary of State for Tadia that 
steps should be at once taken to obtain from the Sheikh of Kowoit an engagement 
that he will not cede, lease, mortgage or otherwise alienate any portion of his 
territories to the Government or subjects of any other Power without previously 
abtaining*the consent of Her Majesty's Government. 

Lord Salisbury would be glad to know whether the Government of India have 
the means of obtaining such an engagement secretly and speedily by means of their 
officers and the vessels at their disposal in the Persian Gulf, or whether he should 
request the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send a vessel for the 
purpose. 

His Lordship is of opinion that a sum not exceeding 4,000. or 1 
necessary be offered to the Sheikh for the purpose of obtaining the engag 
would recommend that this sum should be advanced from fadian Revenue pending 
decision ax to its ultimate incidence. 

Iam, &e. 


(Signed) 1. H. SANDERSON. 
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No. 41 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Secret. a x 
Sir, Foreign Office, Januaty 18, 1800 

WITH reference to my letter of the 4th instant concerning the: steps which 
should be taken to obtain an engagement from the Sheikh of Koweit not to alienate 
any portion of his territory to any foreign Power, | am directed by the Marquess of 
Salisbury to state that this proposal, which is made by the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs on diplomatic grounds, should, in his Lordship’s opinion, be co 
sidered separately from the question af establishing a British Protectorate over 
Koweit in regard to which he expressed his opinion, as stated in my letter of the 
5th ultimo, that action must depend on the power of the Indian Goverament to afford 
material support for the maintenance of the Protectorate. 

Whether the Government of India should find themselves able, or not, to afford 
‘such support, Lord Salisbury considers that it is desirable to obtain the engagement 
from the Sheikh whieh he proposes, and which does not in fact go so lar as to 
constit tectorate. In asking for the assistance of the Indian Government 
towards obtaining this engagement, Lord Salisbury merely desired to employ for 
Imperial purposes the superior facilities for such A negotiation posseased by the 
officers of the Indian Government, He did not coatemplato that by according that 
assistance the Indian Government would in the slightest degree pledge themsolves. 

lake any action, or to accept any liabil under any cireumstances r s 
afeeta Getto it y under any cireum: that might 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) T.-H. SANDERSON, 





No. 42. 
India Office to Foreign Office. —(Received January 25.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India f 
” ‘ceretary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Hader-Secretary of State for Foreiga Atfairs, and, by direction of Lord George 
Haruilton, forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of 
THe Giclowed telegraphic correspondence regarding. the proposed Agreement with 

India Office, January 24, 1809, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 42. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


India Office, January 6, 1809. 
y: Koweit. 


subjects 
Majest 


(563) 





at 


Tnclosure 2 in N 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphie.) 

YOUR telegram, Very Secret, of the 6th instant. 

Thave wired as follows to Resident, Bushire: “ Koweit. Government desire 
to take immediate steps with utmost secrecy possible, in order to avoid suspicion 
attaching to open Protectorate, to obtain engagement from Sheikh not to cede, 
lease, mortgage, or otherwise alienate or give for occupation any portion of his 
territory to the Government or subjects of any other Power without obtaining 
previous consent of Her Majesty’s Government. For this purpose they are prepared 
to offer 5,000/,, or even more if absolutely necessary, to Sheikh. Please telegraph 
immediately how you propose to effect this negotiation; and, if you go to Koweit, 
whether you are going in * Lawrence’ or in man-of-war. Also, whether present nava 
force in Gulf is sufficient." Proposed negotiations, if successful, seem to involve 
ultimate Protectorate, 


Tunxary 9, 1899. 


Inclosure 3 in No, 42. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic, January 10, 1599. 
KOWEIT. Meade can visit Sheikh without causing remark, using “Lawrence,” 
dhe docs not ask for increase of naval force. Meade undertakes to 
conclude Secret Agreement, but asks for authority to promise yearly payment of 
1,000/,, instead of a lump sum, to assure Sheikh of our good offices as long ax he 
adheres to the Agreement, and to make the latter binding upon Shoikh and his 
successors. I await your Lordship’s further instructions. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 42, 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton, 
(Telographic,) January V4, 1899. 
WOULD not Agreement concluded by Talbot with Trucial Chiefs in 1892 
supply best model for Koweit Agreement, with addition named by Meade? I think 
that tnems suggested by Meade are exorbitant, and that Shiekh would probably 


sign without subsidy, or for much smaller subsidy. In the meantime, Meade is 
doing nothing until your instructions arrive, 


Inclosure 6 in No. 42. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


India Office, January 17, 1899. 


(Tel hic.) 

“ROWEL : your telegram 14th January. 

Uprofer terins of Declaration of 20th March, 1891, with Muscat, rather than 
those of Agreement with Trucial Chiefs in 1802, which go beyond the necessity of 
the ease, “I intended that Sheikh of Koweit should bind himself and successors. 
I agree with you as to Meade's excessive terms; and if you think annual subsidy 
preferable, Tthink 2001. per annum ought to suffice, but Iam ready to leave it to 
your discretion, 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 42. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic.) January 18, 1899. 

FOLLOWING telegram sent to Meade :— 

“You should now proceed to Koweit, and, unless you are satisfied that 
Mubarak is in imminent danger of attack, supported by Tarkey, or is in precarious 
position, you should enter into Secret Agreement with him on model of Agreement 
with Muscat, 20th March, 1891, but in more precise terms of my telegram 
Sth January, binding Sheikh, heirs, and successors. You may also assure him 
of our good offices as long as he adheres to Agreement. We rather prefer lump 
payment to annual subsidy, but leave it to your discretion. Sum hitherto proposed 

ither case seems to us excessive, as Sheikh will probably jump at Agreement. 
If you promise annual subsidy, 3,000 rupees would probably suffice, but you must 
exereise your judgment in the matter.” 

Caution in first paragraph is doe to telegram from Meade reporting ramour 
of impending attack on Mubarak by nephew, Arab Sheikhs, and Turkish force 
combined. 


Annex, 
Praise be to God alove ! 


The chjoct of writing this lawful and honourable bond is that it is hereby 
eovenantod and agroed betwee 1-bin-‘Turki-bin-Saced, Sultan 
of Museat and Oman, on the one part, and Colonel Edward Charles Ross, Companion of 
the Star of India, Her Britannic Majesty’s Political Resident in the Porsian Gulf, on 
bebalf of the British Government, on the other part, that the said Seyyid 
‘Turki-hin-Saecd, Sultan of Muscat and Oman, does pledge and bind himself, his he 
and successors, never to cede, to sell, to mortgage ot otherwise give for occupation. 
save to the British Government, the dominions of Museat and Oman or any of their 
dependencies. 

In token of the conclusion of this lawful and honourable bond Seyyid Feysal-bin- 
Turl aced, Sultan of Museat and Oman, and Colonel Fdwari Charles Ross, 
Companion of the Star of India, Her Britannic Majesty's Political Resident in the 
Persian Gulf, the former for himeolf, his heirs and successors, and the latter on bebalt 
of the British Government, do each, in the presence of witnosses, allx thoir xignattros 
on this 9th day of Shanbon, 1808 (A.1t.), corresponding to the 20th day of Maroh 
(a.0.), 1891. 


Signature of Irs Hrouxess Sexvio 
Prvsat-orx-Tonkt-nix-Sagep, 
Sultan of Muscat and Oman, 
LANSDOWNE, 
Viceroy and Governor-General of India, 


B. C. Ross, Colonel, 
Political Rexident in the 
Persion Gulf. 


Ratified by his Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General of India, at Sima, 
on the day of May, 1891. 
ee ar em, » H. M. DURAND, 
Secretary to the Government of India, 
Foreign Department. 








India Office to Foreign Office —(Received January 30.) 


THE, Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Aff by direction of Lord Grorge 
Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of 
t telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 30th January, regarding the conclusion of 
Secret Agreement with the Sheikh of Koweit, 

India Office, January 80, 1899. 


Inclosure in No. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Seeret,) 
(elegenphic.) January 30, 1890. 
MEADE telegraphs from Koweit Secret Agreement concluded. Report to follow. 
Ho is now on his way to Muscat. 








No. 44. 
Government of India t0 Lord G. Hamilton.—(Communicated by India Office, February 3.) 


(Seoret.) 
(Kelographic.) 

IN the ovent of Turkey making armed attack upon Koweit, which Meade 
telegraphs ix possible, may F authorize naval force in Gulf to forbid it? 





No. 45. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India—(Communicated by India Office, February 4.) 
(Telegraphie.) India Office, February 4, 1899, 
YOUR telegram of the 3rd February 
If Tarks attempt to attack Koweit, you are authorized to instruct naval force 
to forbid and prevent it. Obtain, as soon as possible, from naval officer in command, 
report on dofensibility of Koweit by naval force alone, 





No, 46. 


[NiL| 
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No. 47. 


Foreign Office to Admiralty. 
(Secret. 
Sir, ; Poreign Office, February 6, 1899. 

1 AM directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to transmit to you, for the secret 
information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, copies of telegraphic 
correspondence, as marked in the margin,* between the Secretary of State for 
India and the Viceroy with respect to the conclusion of a Secret Agreement with 
the Sheikh of Koweit binding him not to alienate any portion of his territory to 
the Government or cts of any other Power without the previous consent of 
Her Majesty's Government. 

‘Their Lordships will observe that the Viceroy has been authorized to instruct 
the naval force at his disposal to forbid and prevent any armed attack which may 
he made upon Koweit by the Tarkish authorities 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) ‘T. H. SANDERSON. 





No. 45. 


Bir N. O'Gonor to the Marquede of Saliahury.—(Received February 7.) 
(No. 34.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, February 3, 1800 
“ WITH reference to my despatch 2 of the 29th December, 1898, 1 have 
¢ honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copics of despatches which I have 
received from the Acting ‘British Conaul-Genoral at Bagdad relative to agaira on the 
sian Gulf 
Thave, to, 
(For the Ambassador), 
(Signed) ©. SPRING-RICE. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 48. 


Acting Consul-Generol Melwill to Sir N. O' Conor. 
(No. 636,) 
Sir, Bagdad, December 28, 180 
IN continuation of my despatch No. 94, dated the 30th ultimo, | have th 
honour to submit, for your Excellency’s information, copy of a despatch No. 75i 
dated the 20th instant, from Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorab, reporting the return 
of the Nakibof B h from Kate, and that his efforts at mediation betweon Sheikh 
Jasitn-el-Thani of ikh Mubarak of Koweit proved futile. 
T have, &o. 
(Signed) P. J. MELVILL, Major. 


Anclosure 2 in No. 48. 


‘ Consul Weatislew to Acting Consul-General Mele. 
(So. 750.) 
Sir, Bussorah, December 20, 1898, 

I HAVE the honour toreport that Seyyid Rajab Efendi, Nakib of Bussorah, who 
was sent a month ago to Katr to make peace between Sheikh Jasim-el-Thani of 
Katr and Sheikh Mubarak of Kowelt, returned here on the 1Gih instant by the 
steamer “ Abdul Kadir.” He reports that Sheikh Jasim declined to see him, on the 
ground that on a previous oceasion a reconciliation brought about by the Nakib’s 


* See Inelowares in Nor. 38, 42, and 43 ; and Nos. 44 and 45, 
(1563) 
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intervention on the Sultan’s orders resulted in a renewed attack on the part of 
Mubarak, where a great number of persons belonging to Katr were killed and much 
property was looted. For this latter outrage, Sheikh Jasim telegraphically 
informed His Imperial Majesty that he would exact vengeance, and it was in 
consequence of his telegram that the Nakib was sent on his unsuccessful mission of 
mediation. 



































T have, &e. 
(Signed) A. C. WRATISLAW. 









Inclosure 3 in No. 48. 






Acting Consul-General Melvill to Sir N. O'Conor. 






Sir, Bagdad, December 29, 1898. 

I HAVE the honour to submit, for your Excelleney’s information, copy of a 
despatch No. 751, dated the 21st instant, from Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, 
reporting the arrival at that port of the hired transport “Abdul Kadir” with the 
relieved garrisons from Hasa and Katr, 





















Lhave, &e. 
(Signed) P. J. MELVILL, Major. 






Inclosure 4 in No. 48. 






Consul Weatislaw to Acting Consul-General Meleill, 






(No. 751.) 
Sir, Bussorah, December 21, 1898, 

1 HAVE the honour to report that the hired transport ““ Abdul Kadir” arrived 
here yesterday with threo battalions of infantry from Hasa and Katr, under the 
command of Colonel Ni Bey. ‘These troops, which, as well as the battalions 
already in Bussorah, belong to the 46th Regiment, 11th Division, will be permanently 
stationed here. They have been relieved by three battalions, which left Bussorah for 
Katr on the 1th ultimo. 

Thaye, &. 


(Signed) A. ©, WRATISLAW, 



























No. 49, 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received February \0.) 








(Secret.) 





* Admiralty, February 9, 1899. 

IN acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, relative to the 
Secret Treaty recently concluded with Sheikh of Koweit, I am commanded by my 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request that you will state to the 
Marquess of Salisbury that a print of the telegraphic correspondence which has 
passed between the Secretary of State for India and the Viceroy has been sent to the 
Commander-in-chief on the East Indies Station, who has been enjoined to observe 
she atrietest secrecy in the matter. 




















Tam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 








No. 50, 


India Office to Foreign Office.—(Received February 11. 





to the Viceroy respecting the Koweit Agreement. 
India Office, February 11, 1899. 





Inclosure in No. 60. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 
(Telegraphic. India Office, Feb 


YOUR ‘telegeam, 30th January, Koweit, Pleaso telegraph 
Secret Agreement. 





No. 51. 


[Ni] 





No. 62. 
India Office to Foreign Office—=(Received February 14, 
India Office, Fel 


Hamilton to inclose, for the in 
acopy of a telegram received 





1AM directed by Lord Geor 
Secretary of Stato for Foreign Atta 
dated the 12th February. , 
2. It will be observed that the Koweit Agreement goes beyond 
Muscat engagement, dated the 20th March, 1891, but that it | 
ied by the Viceroy. 1 am to request that the attention of 
Salisbury may be drawn to the authority for which Colonel Mo 
Penultimate sentence of the telegram, and to the inquiry made by t 
concluding sentence as to whether he is to ratify the Agreement. 

am, 

(Signed) 














Tnelosure in No. 52. 
Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton. 


(Relea hie.) Fel 
OUR telegram of the 10th February. 
Koweit Agreement just received. After preamble as in Mu 
states — 
_ “Sheikh Mubarak of his own free will and desire does hereby 
himself, his heirs, and successors, not to receive the Agent or Repi 
Power or Government at Koweit or at any other place within 
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territories without the previous sanction of the British Government. He further | 
binds himself, his heirs, and successors, in terms of your telegram of the 6th January.” 
‘Then follows.a clause intention of which I do not understand, but which may perhaps 
refer to territories in Turkish occupation — 

“This engagement also to extend to any portion of the territories of said Sheikh 
Mabarak, which ‘may now be in possession of the subjects of any other Govern- 
ment.” 

Final clause in Museat Declaration, the « cing 10th Ramaza 

rd January, Meade found Turkish corvette at Kow 
onext day, Mubarak told Awsistant he had p . 
received overtures from French, Mubarak asked Meade for written declaration of 
British Government's intentions towards him, and definite promise of protection. 
Meade gave letter containing following passage :— 

“Pnow assure you as Sheikh of Koweit of the 8 of the Britis 
Government towards you, your heirs, and successors, ax long as you, your hei 
and. successors, scrupulously and faithfully observe the conditions of the said 
bond. 

Meado’s letter promised ps 
Agreement, and laid stress upon 
kept absolately secrot 

Mubarak’s two brothers, who were invited by the Sheikh to attest documest, 
refused to sign, because Meade declined to bind Government to protect Koweit 
family in their extates near Fao. ‘These estates wore formorly part of Koweit, but 
have been gradually absorbed by the Turks. Their revenu e said to be about 
6,001. sterling a year, and chief source of Koweit family’s income. 

Mubarak assured Meade that concarrence of hia brothers is not necessary to 
make agreement binding on his successors, Meade does not t the brothers 
likely to turn aguinat Mubarak or to divalge Agreement, but asks for authority to tell 
Mul \¢ their interests in regard to their Turkish estates will 
be looked consideration of Her Majesty's Government 

Doubtful whether this assurance should be given, although estrangement of the 
brothers would be regrettable. Shall I ratify the Agreement 


neat of 15,000 rupees, on ratification of the 
nportance of condition that Agreement should be 





No. 53, 
India Office to Boreign Office. —(Received February 14.) 


of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Affairs, and by direction of Lord George Hamilton 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
from tho Viceroy, dated the 14th Febru arding Koweit affairs. 
Initia: Office, February 14, 1899. 





Inclosure in No. 53. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 

(Sccrot.) 

oe phic.) February 14, 1899, 
ELIABLE conclusive evidence that two Russians have gone to Koweit vid 

Bussorah with an order from the Turkish Government to Sheik, to give them every 

assistance. It is rumoured th it Turkey knows of his Treaty and is suspicious. He 

‘has no news of special military preparations at Bussorab, 
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No. 54. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
Secret, 
ae Foreign Office, February 14, 1809. 

1 HAVE laid before the Marquess of Salisbury your letter of the 14th instant, 
inclosing copy of a telegram from the Viceroy which contains a summary of the 
Agreement receatly arrived at with the Sheikh of Koweit. r i 

With regard to the two questions raised by the Viceroy in the concluding 
sentences of his telegram, I am to state (1) that Lord Salis! sees no objection 
to Colonel Meade holding out a hope that Her Majesty’s Government will do what 
they can to protect the family estates. of the Sheikhs ‘of 
that his Lordship considers that the Agreement may be ra! 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) T. H. SANDERSON. 


No. 55. 


India. Office to Forvign Office —(Received February 15.) 
(Seeret.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George 
Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of 
& telegram to the Viceroy relative to the Agreement with the Chief of Koweit, 

India Office, February 14, 1899, 


Tuclosure in No. 53. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 
% India Office, February 14, 1800. 
telegram of the 12th instant: Kowelt Agreement. 


You may ratily it as regards estates of Mubarak and brothers near Fao, and a 
hope may be held out to the Sheikh that we will do what we can to protect them, 


No. 50, 


India Office to Forcign Office (Received Febrvary 16.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George 
Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of 
A telegram from the Viceroy, ated the: 15th February, regarding the defence of 

oweit. 

India Offee, February 16, 1800. 
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Inclosure in No. 56. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telegraphic) 
KOWEIT. Your telegram of the 3rd February. 
Admiral Douglas reports that, with sufficient warning to collect ships, navy 

alone can undertake defence of Koweit. 


February 15, 1899. 





No. 57. 
Poreign Office to Tndia Office. 


Foreign Office, February 16, 1899. 

stant and previous correspondence 
on the subject of Koweit, I am directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to request 
that he may have the earliest possible notice if any preparatory measures are con- 
sidered necessary for the defence of Koweit against a ‘Turkish attack. 

It is desirable, if there should at any time be indications of an impending 
attack, that a serious warning should be given to the Turkish Government before 
forcible means are resorted to on the spot for preventing such action. 

Tam, &e. 
(8igned) . Hl. SANDERSON, 





No. 58. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received February 17.) 


THE UnderSceretary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and by direction of Lord George 
Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of 
4 telegram to the Viceroy, dated the 16th February, relative to the defence of Kowelt 
against a possible attack by Turkey. 

India Ofice, February 17, 1899. 


Tnclosure in No. 68. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) India Offce, February 16, 1899, 

YOUR telegram of the 15th February: Koweit. 

Lord Salisbury desires to have earliest possible notice, if preparatory measures 
are found necessary for defence of Koweit against Turkish attack, in order to give 
serious warning to Turkey before foreible measures are used on the spot to prov 
such attack. Please arrange accordingly to obtain and send information, 





No, 69. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Reeeived February 17.) 


(No.8) 
(Telegraphic,) _P, 
IT is possible that the two Russians alluded to in vour Lordship’s telegrain No. 29 


Constantinople, February 17, 1800. 


of the 15th February may have gone to Koweit in connection with the railway 
Thave instructed Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah to make inquiries confidentially, 
and to report as to their proceedings. 
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The forcible landing of the Captain of Her Majesty's ship “ Lawrence” and of the 
Boshire Resident at Koweit, in spite of the opposition of the Sanitary officer, and their inter- 
view with the Sheikh, have been reported to the Turkish Government through the Sanitary 
Board. ‘The Board bas asked the British Delegate for an explanation. 

Thave the honour to refer your Lordship to my despatch No. 59 of yesterday's 
date. 


No. 60, 


V. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received February 19.) 


Constantinople, February 19, 1899, 

y telegram No. 8 respecting the presence of Russians nt 

Koweit, I am informed by the Vice-Consul at Bussorah that one Russian has yone to Katr, 
and that the other is now at Koweit, 


No. 6. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salishury—{Roceived February 20.) 


¢ 52. Secret.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, February 15, 1809. 
WITH roference to your Lordship's telegram No. 26 of the 4th instant and. previous 
corresporideace relative to Koweit, I have the honour to transmit to your Lordship here- 
with copy of a tolegram, addressed to the Ottoman Sanitary Adininistration by the 
‘Quarantine Doctor at Bussorab, which was read to the Board of Health on the 7th instant, 
and which has been communicated to me by Dr. Dickson, British Delegate on the 
Board. 
Tn this telegram the Quarantine Doctor reports that the Sanitary officer at Koweit 
hod sent word that Her Majesty's ship "Lawrence" arrived January from 
that in view of the Sanitary Regulations he had refused to adinit tho ship to 
that In spite of his opposition, the Commander, in company with the 
British Resident from Bushire, hod landed by farce, and visited the Sheikh in his house. 
‘The officer requested instructions to guide him in similar cases, and Dr. Dickson, in 
Communicating to me the telegram, suggested that Her Majesty's Representative at 
Bushire might be asked for an ‘explanation, 
T have requested Dr. Dickson not to recur to the question; but in case it were 
tweationed agaia, to inform the Board that he had referred the matter to Her Majesty's 
, which bad received no information on the subject, but would probably muke 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) N. R, O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 61. 
Dr. Stidpovich to the Ottoman Sanitary Administration, 


(Téézraphique.) Bussorah, te 5 Féorier, 1899, 

PREPOSE Koweit rapporte que navire de guerre Avglais “ Lawrence," provenant 

de Bouchire, mouilla le 9 Janvier dans port de Koweit. Notre préposé, vu provenance 

batero, informa Commandant quill ne pouvait adinettre en libre pratique. Com- 

, avec Consul Anglais da Bouchire, furent dgharqués par force a Koweit, ot 

trent Cheikh dans si maison. Attends vos instructions pour ma gouverne occasions 
similares, 








ir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received February 20.) 


(No. 59. 

My Lord, 
WITH reference to my d 

the complaint of the Sar 

Majesty's ship, “Lawrer 

‘on the recoipt of the Fo 

1897, » communication was addressed to Dr. Dickson, i 


Secret.) 


intinople, February 16, 1899. 


is guidance, 
pendent 

; 

n was contrary: § 
gested to Dr. Dickson that he should not} 
subject, but should, if the occasion | 
ace of Koweit as 


and that they eould not accept any Reso 
to that view. At the same time it was s 
unnecessarily make any declaration. on the 
arises, refer to the British Protectorate of Babrein and. the independ 
recognized and established facts 

T may add that the recent propotal of tho Board of Health to establish a Sanitary 
station at Mobammerah, in Persia, as reported in my despatch No. 14 (? Commercial) of 
the 4th February, does in itself exclude any claim to that sovereignty being founded 
‘on tho mere fact of the establishment of a Quarantine office dependent on the Constan- 
tinople Board 

T have, 


(Signed) R, O'CONOR. 











No. 04 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of 8 ceived February 2 
(No. 12, 
(Telographic.) P. 
MY telegram No. 9 of the 19th instant : Koweit 
Mr, Wratislaw telegraphs that another Russian as just passed through Bussorab, on 
way to Koweit, with a letter of recommendation from the Vali for the purchase of lamb- 
skins. He is of Armenian extraction, and is a merchant of Bagdad. 


Constantinople, February 25, 1899. 


No. 65. 


Foreign. Office to India Office. 
(Sceret,) 

Sh, Foreign Office, February 25, 1899. 
TAM directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to transeait to you a copy of a despa 
from Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople,” reporting that the Commander of Hler 
Majesty Lawrence,” accompanied by Her Majesty's Resident in the Persian Gulf 
are stated by the Sanitary officer at Koweit to have lancled by force at that place, in spite 

‘of-tho Savitary Regulations, and-visited the Sheikh in bis house. 


* No. 61. 
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‘This visit is no doubt connected with the recent incidents at Koweit referred to in 
your letter of the 17th instant and previous correspondence. 
, for the consideration of the Si 
auder of Her Majesty's ship * 
ject. ‘ 
A copy of a further despatch from Sir N, O’Conor in regard to this incident is also 
inclosed.’ 


of State for India, that Colonel 
wrence” should be requested to 


Tam, &e, 


(Signed) H. SANDERSON. 





No. 66. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Keceived March 2.) 
(Secret. 
Sir, India Office, March 2, 1899. 
IAM directed to forward, for the information of the Marquess of Salisbury, a 
copy of a telegram received from the Viceroy of India on the subject of measures for 
the protection of Koweit. 
lam to invite attention to the opinion expressed in the last sentence, and to 
inguire whether the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs desires that any coma 
sation in reference to it shotild be addressed to the Viceroy. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 
Inclosure in No. 66. 
Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Telegraphic.) Mareh 2, 1890, 
YOUR telegram of the 16th February 
Adiiral says no preparatory measures by navy would bo necessary, He only 
t warning to concentrate a few ships at Koweit, and suggests 
he might be authorized to forcibly prevent ‘Turkish transports from leaving 
Shat-el-Arab, {n tho event of concentration of ships being thought necessary, 
1 shall telograph immediate information to your Lordship, and I think that the 


Admiral should be authorized to stop transporte, provided he is satisfied of their 
destination. 


_—— 
No. 67. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 

(Sceret.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, Mareh 6, 1899, 
_ | LHAVE taid before the Marquess of Salisbury your letter of the 2nd instant, 
inclosing a telegram from the Viceroy of India on the subject of the measures to be 
taken for the protection of Koweit. " 

With regard to Lord Curzon’s opinion that the Admiral should be authorized to 
stop Turkish transports, provided he is satisfied of their destination, I am to state 
that if such instructions are given they should be sent through the Lords Commis. 
sioners of the Admiralty. 

Lord Salisbury is, however, of opinion that it will be more prudent not to send 
these instructions till occasion arises. 

Lam, &. 


(Signed) 'T. H. SANDERSON, 


SS S).s 


N 
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No. 68. 


India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 8.) 
(Becret.) 
Sir, India Office, Marck 8, 1899. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 6th instant, on the subject of the 
measures to be taken for the protection of Koweit, 1 am directed by Lord George 
Hamilton to request that you will submit to the Marquess of Salisbury the 
inelosed copies of telegrams which have passed between the Secretary of State 
and the Viceroy, and to inguire whether his Lordship desires that a reply 
should be sent to Lord Curxon's telegram of this day's date, and in what 
terms. 

Tam to add that, in his Lordshi 
proposal that general’ and uncondit 
Admiral in advance. 


opinion, there are objections to the 
1 instructions should be issued to the 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 68. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


(Telegraphic.) 

YOURS of the 2nd: Koweit. 

Lord Salisbury doubts expediency of authorizin 
‘occasion arises, and in 
issue from Admiralty, 


India Office, March 7, 1599. 


ig atoppage of transports until 
case considers that such instructions, if issued, should 


Inclosure 2 in No. 68. 
Government of India to Lord G, Hamilton. 


March 8, 1899, 


(otegrphic. 
‘OUR telegram of the 7th March. 
Thad not proposed that Admiral should be 
alty. If authority is not to be asked oF given until occasion arises, is there) 


astructed otherwise than by: 


nger of transports reaching destination while we are telegraphing ? Will 
dor advisability of iasuing such instructions as he desires ? 





No. 69. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
‘Secret,) 
in, Foreign Office, March 11, 1899. 

LHAVE laid before the Marquess of Salisbury your letter of the 8th instant, 
inclosing copies of telegraphic correspondence with the Viceroy of India with regard 
to the measures to be taken for the protection of Koweit. 

Tam to suggest, for Lord George Hamilton's consideration, that, in reply to the 
Viceroy’s telegram of the Sth instant, his Excellency should be asked to state what 
grounds there are for sending any instructions at present to the Admiral in the sense 
Proposed, as no attack on Koweit is now impending. 

Tam to observe that it has already been agreed that in the event of any! 
appearance af hostile ction being contemplated by the Turkish authorities, 
serious Warning should be addressed to the Porte on the subject, and that this 
should precede any forcible measures for preventing such action. "The immediat 

instructions to the Admiral in the sense suggested would tead to reve 
this course of procedure, and Lord Salisbury notes lurther that past experien 
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does not authorize us to feel any security that such instructions, if issued, would 
remain secret. 
am, &. 


pa 
(Signed) H. SANDERSON. 





No. 70. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received March 13.) 
(No. 112, Secret.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, March 8, 1800. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 12 of the 25th February, I have the honour 
to report that Mr. Wratislaw, Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, informed me, by 
telegram, on the 3rd March, that the Russian Armenian, reported in his telegram of the 
25rd February to bave gone to Koweit, has returned. ‘The other two Russians, who are 
both Mussulmans, are still there. 

T have requested Mr. Wratislaw to communicate this information to the Political 
Resident at Bushire. 

Lam, &e. 


(Signed) . R, O'CONOR, 





No. 71. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received March 14.) 


Sir, India Office, March 14, 1809. 
1AM directed to forward, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreiga 
Affairs, a copy of a letter in the Secret Department, dated the 23rd February, from the 
Government of India, relative to the conclusion of a Seoret Agrecwent, dated the 28rd 
January last, and concluded with Mubarak-al-Subab, Sheikh of Roweit. 
1 am to add that, subject to the concurrence of the Marquess of Salisbury, Lord 
George Hamilton proposes to approve of the action taken by Colonel Meade ia this matter. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 71. 


Gorernment of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Secret.) 
'y Lord, Fort William, February 23, 1809. 

WITHT reference to the correspondence ending with your Lordchip's telegram dated 
the 16th February last, we have the honour to forward herewith, for the information of 
Her Majesty's Government, copies of the papers regarding Koweit affairs and the 
conclusion of a Secret Agreement with the Sheikh. 

‘We have, &e, 


(Unsigned. 


Inclosure 2 in No, 71. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India. 


{Confidential.) . January 30, 1899. 
IN continuation of recent Secret telezraphic correspondence about Koweit, I have 
the honour to submit a report on the present position of affairs there, for the information 
and orders of the Government of India. 
2. On the receipt of your Secret telegram of the 19th January last, T arranged to leave 








Bushire in the Royal Indian Marine steamer “ Lawrence, 

Island on the 20th, I arrived at Koweit on the morning of the 2lst. I found 
corvette, the “ Zohaf,” in the harbour, but decided not to alter my plans on that account, 
and sent Lieutennnt-Commander Kendall, of the “Lawrence,” with Mr. J. ©. Gaskin, 
Extra Assistant Resident, who knows Arabic, to call on Sheikh Mubarak-bin-Subah, 
and tell him that I hed come and would like to make his acquaintance. 

3. The Sheikh expressed bis pleasure at my arrival, but begged me to excuse his 
coming off to call, as, if he did, he would afterwards be obliged to visit Turkish men-of-war, 
which would expose him to considerable risks. I was prepared for this, and told 
Mr. Gaskin. to inform Mubarak that I would not press bim to come on board the 
“Lawrence,” but hoped he would send a confidential representative from himself to see 
me, 2s I had certain communications to make. 

4. Accordingly, on the following morning one of the Sheikh's brothers, who had 
sided with him, Sheikh Hamud-bin-Subah, came off and had a private interview with me, 
during which I informed him that Sheikh Mubarak’s request to be brought withim the 
sphere of British influence bad come to the notice of Her Majesty's Government, who 
Were prepared to have a secret understanding with him on certain conditions. The terms 
of the proposed Agreement were then carefully explained to Sbeikh Hamud, who xaid that 
his bruther would be glad to comply with the wishes of Government; but at the sa 
time he referred to the fact that the family own considerable property 
territory, and ho exprossed @ hope that the British Government would promise to help 
them in’ regard to those estates, which they may lose if they offend the Turks, I told 
him that I was not authorized to goarantee any particular possessions, and would bave 
to reler bik request for orders. He then begged me to try and sce Sheikh M 
himself, and discuss the question direct with him. Sheikh Hamud said he would 
his brother what the British Government require, and he thea returned to 
Mr. Gaskin soon after followed, and bad a w with Mubarak. 

4. [should here mention that inquiri ely an my arrival, led 
me to think that there i no reason for anticipati diate attack being made 


‘on Sheikh Mubarak, whose position was further described as more axsured than it had 
previously been. I considere 


therefore, that I ought to endeavour to carry out the 
inteuetions 1 had received, and conclude the A f with him as soon as T could, 
6. The Turkish corvette left Koweit for Fao on the afternoon of the 22nd, and as 
Mr. Gaskin on hix return reported thath Sheik Mubarak was anxious to see me, I decided 
to land the following morni 
7. Mr, Gaskin reported that although Mubarak was anxious to enter into an Agree- 
Government, he would not do xo ubless I gave him a written assurance 
that bo would recvive our support afterwards, and he also informed me that the Sheikh 
would be glid to receive 15,000 rupees, equivalent to aboot 1,004, in return for un engage- 
ment not to cede, vell, lense, Se fot of his territory. I had directed Mr, Gaskin 
to round the Sheikh on this point. 
8. I met Sheikh Mubarak on the 23rd January, and showed him the Agreement 
which I had previcusly prepared. ‘Three copies of it, duly signed by the Sheikh and 
myself, accompany this letter, to be ratified, if approved by his Excellonoy the Viceroy and 
Governor-General of India, and it will be seen that, in addition to the clause providing 
against cession, nile, leare, mortgage, &c., of bis territory, the Sheikh hs bound himsclf 
not to- receive Representatives from other Powers, ‘This condition appeared to me very 
desirable, as Mubarak had told Mr, Gaskin that he had received ovrtures from the 
French, ind I trst that it will be approved by tho Government of India. 
9. At out interview Sheikh Mubarak, while expressing his great satisfaction ot the 
rospect of an understanding between himself and the British, for whom he declared that 
Petbs the utmost regard, said that, bofore he signed an Agreement, which might get him 
into trouble with the Turkish authorities, T ought to give bim in writing declaration of 
the intentions of the British Government towards himself. He asked for a definite promise 
of protection and assistance, especially ia regard to the property belonging to his family 
situated in Turkish territory, and he declared that this assurance should form part of the 
document which he was asked to sign. I informed him that the draft Agreement I had 
prepared was similar to those executed by other Chiels, and that I was not empowered to 
enter on it stipulations binding the British Government. Subsequently, in view of the 
importauce of the early conclusion of the negotiation with the Sheikh, [agreed to give 
a letter, a tinuslation of which accompanies, and I told him that my instructions did 
admit of my promising anything more than is in it. As he still pressed for a guarantee 
given that the British Government would guard the family property in Turkish 
territory, | informed him that I must leave Koweit, and ask for fresh instructions if he 


49 


did not see his way to sign the Agreement us it stood, and accept the general assurance of 
our good offices eontaived in my letter. 

10. The Sheikh then, without further discussion, decided to sign the Agreement, and 

I followed his exatuple, and my signature was duly attested by Captain 

Residency Surgeon, and Mr. Gaskin, who had accompanied me, After he 

beikh said he would like to call in his brother, Sheikh Hamud, show him 

cement, and get him to attest his signature, He evidently expected that his brother 

would do this without raising any difficulties; but when the Agreement and my letter 

were read over and explained, Sheikh Hamud refused to sign the former document, 

and declared that it was necessary that the British Government should engage to protect 

the family in their Turkish property before he would be a party to an engagement which 

might bring them into conflict with the Turks. A discussion, which lasted the rest of the 

day, failed to alter this resolve, and the Sheikh’s other brother, Sheikh Jabir-bin-Subab, 
took the same line, and refused to put his name on the Agreement, 

11. It was not le to carry out such an important negotiation without the 
knowledge of the She brothers, who had known all along of his overtures to us, and, 
8 they are co-sharers in the family property, it was desirable to have their assent. As 
this, however, could not be obtained, Sheikh Muborak’s signature wos eventually attested 
by Agha Mabammad Rabim, our Agent at Babrein, who i¢ bis personal friend, and whom 
Thad taken with me to facilitate the negotiation with him. 

12. The Agreement conctaded with Sheikh Mubarak should be binding on him and 
foture Sheikhs of Koweit, and he assured me that the concurrence of his brothers is not 
necessary to make it so, It should facilitate the declaration of an open Protectorate litor 
0, if Her Majesty's Government decide to declare it, for it is, ax far as Loan ascertain, 
the first and only engagement ever executed between a Sheikh of Koweit and the Govern- 
ment of any covatry. It ought, therefore, to stand in the way of attempts by other 
Powers, or their subjects, to obtain a foothold in this important place. 

13, While, however, a decided advantage has been obtained by the conclusion of this 
Agreement, it must be borne in mind that the fact that the Koweit family possess con- 
siderable estates in T ish territory complicates relations with them. ‘The Sheikh’s brothers 

according to Turkish law, oliens cannot hold landed property in Turkey, and 
that, if they pass under the protection of the British Government, the Tarke will 

i* uw in operation, and deprive them whieh form their of 
of revenue. They hesitate, therefore, to commit themselves to u course which may result 
in serious loss to themselves, unless they are assured of protection in regard to thore 
estates. I told ther that the family would receive our good offices, and that I myself 
thought these good offices would extend to all property belonging to its members; but 
that T could not give any specific assurance a to the course which could be taken in 

Tegard to immovable property situated within the jarisdiction of another State, 
14. Sheikh Mubarak himself appeared to waderstand this, and to realizo the advane 
*h will result to the Arab Rulers of Koweit from having an understanding with 
the British Government, As long, therefore as the Ageeement is kept seoret, no difficulty 
is likely to arise ; but the Turkish authorities are no doubt already aware of my visit to 
Koweit, and th suspicions being aroused, they may decide to support the other 
claimants to the Sheikhship, and try to dispossess Mubarak of his property near Fao, I 
am informed that be has made alliances with variouy tribes in the interior of Arabia, and 
he considers himself quite secure as regards his position in the town of Koweit, which can, 
moreover, be defended by gun-boats from the burbour. There is not, therefore, much 
danger of an effective attack being made on the place itself, I will, however, require 
instructions as to the course to be taken if the Turks confisente the date gardens, &e., in 

‘the Bussorah district. 

15. These estates were formerly a part of Koweit itself, and have gra/lually been 
absorbed by the Turks, whose activity in these parts has greatly increased of late years, 
If we assume a Protectorate over Koweit, Hor Majesty's Government inay be able to 
arrange that the Shoikh’s rights in these properties are guaranteed to him. If this is not 
feasible, some other course of diplomatic action will be necessary to insure that the family 
‘are not deprived of their revenaes. 

16. In view of this, I think I might be authorized to tell Sheikh Mubarak and his 
brothers that their interests in regard to their Turkish estates will be looked after, and 
receive the consideration of Her Majesty's Government. It seems to me desirable that 
we should do this, as it will effectually it his brothers from turning against Sheikh 
‘Mubarak, nd, perhaps, divulging the Secret Agreement he has entered into. [do not 
think that they are likely to do s0, at any rate at present ; but it will be as well fo guard. 
against the possibility and to insure their silence, 

[1563] ° 








17. Thave not been able to ascertain the exact + 
Koweit family on the Turkish side of the Shat-el-Arab ; in aboat 
6,001, a-year. ‘The revenue is chiefly collected du est, hit is 
improbable that any interference will be attempted. 


Inclosure $ in No. 71 


Translation of Arabic Bond. 


Praise be to God alone (lit, i the name of God Almiihts), (“ Biss Iliah Ta‘alah Shanoho ™ 


THE object of writing this lawful and honourable Bond is, that it is hereby 
and agreed between Lieutenant-Colonel Malcolm John Meade, LS, 
Majesty's Political Resident, on behalf of the Br 
Sheikh Mubarak-bin-Sheikli Sabah, Sheikh of Koweit, on the other part: that the said 
Sheikh Mubarak-bin-Sheikh Subab, of his own free will and desire, does hereby pledge 
‘and bind himself, his heirs und successors, not to receive the Agent or Representative of 
any Power or Government at Koweit, or at ony other place within the limita of bis 
territory, without the previous sanction of the British Government; and he further binds 
himself, his heirs and successors, not to cedo, sell, lense, mortgage, or give for occupation 
or for any other purpose, any portion of his territory to the Government or subjects of 
any other Power without the previous consent of Her Majesty’s Government for these 
purposes. Th t also to extend to any portion of the territory of the 
said Sheikh Mubarak which may now be in the possession of the subjects of any other 
Government. r 
In token of the conclusion of this lawful and honourable Bond, Lieutenant-Colon 

Malcolm John Mende, 18.C., Her Britannic Majesty's Political Resident ir the Persee, 
Gulf, and Sheikh Mubarak-bin-Sheikh Sabab, the former on behalf of the British Gorern= 
ment and the latter on behalf of himself, his heirs and successors, do eneh, in the presence 
of witnesses, affix their signatures, on this the 10th day of Ramazan, 1316, corresponding 
with the 23rd day of January, 189% 

(Signed) 


ranted 
Her Britannic 
Government, on tie one part, and 


M. J. MEADE, Political Resident in the 
Persion Gulf. 
MUBARAK-AL-SUBAIL 
(L8.) 

Witnesses : 
(Signed) B. Wiexwam Hone, Captain, LM.S. 

J. Cavcorr Gaskrx, 

Momanan Ramacmx-Aspon xepr 


Sarre; 
(Ls) 


Inclosure 4 in No, 71. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Sheikh Mubarak-bin-Subah, 


(Secret.) 
‘After compliments.) January 23, 1809. 
IN view of the signing to-day of the Agreement, so happily concluded between you, 
Sheikh Mubarak-bin-Subah, on bebalf of yourself, your heirs and successors, on the one 
aw? and myself, on behalf of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, I now assure you, as 
heikh of Koweit, of the good offices of the British Government towards you, your heirs 
and successors, as long as you, your heirs and successors, scrupulously and. lly 
observe the conditions of the said Bond. = 
‘The three copies of the Bond will be sent to India to be ratified by his Excellency 
Lord Curzon, of Kedleston, Her Imperial Majesty's Viceroy, and Governor-General in 
Council; and, on their return, one copy, duly ratified, will be conveyed to you, when I 
will take measures to sead you, as agreed, a sum of 15,000 rupees from the Bushire 


fice) 
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Treasury. A most important condition of the execution of this Agreement is, that it is to 
be kept absolutely secret, and not divulged or made public in any way without the previous 
consent of the British Government. 

———————s 


Inclosure 5 in No. 71. 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


Caleutta, February 12, 1899. 


(Telegraphic. f 
CeeoWEtt Your No. 10 of 30th January, with Secret Agreement: received 


KOWEIT. 
1th Febroary. 4 i 

Ido not understand the third provision extending engagement to territory now in 

sion of subjects of other Governments. Does it refer to Mubarak’s estates near 
Fas, which the Turks have gradually absorbed ? 


— 


Inclosure 6 in No. 71. 
Government of India to Liewtenant-Colonel Meade. 


Fort William, February 16, 1899. 

dated the 30th Jantary last, Tam directed to 

mat in Arabic concluded with the Sheikh of Koweit, 
ceroy and Governor-General. ee 

confidentially, in your Office, and the triplicnte 


WITH reference to your letter Ni 
return two counterparts of the Agro 
duly ratified by his Excellenoy the 

2. The duplicate shou 
handed to the Sheikh of Kow 

— 


Inclosure 7 in No. 71. 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


(Telegraphic.) Calcutta, February 17, 1899. 


YOUR telegram, Sth February: Agreement ratified 16th February . 
A hope may be held out to Sheikh Mubarak that British Goverament will do what 
thoy can to protect him and his brothers in the matter of their estates near Fao. 


——————E 
Inclosure 8 in No. 71. 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


(Nelegray Calcutta, February 17, 1899. 
: IF ioe measures are found to be necessary for defence of Koweit against. 
‘Turkish attack, please send immediate information, ia order to enable Viceroy to alford to 
Her Majesty's Government opportunity to give warning to Tarkey before forcible measures 
are used on the spot to prevent such attack. Repeated to his Excellency the Naval 
Commander-in-chief. 

_—— eee 


Inclosure 9 in No, 71. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India, 


tel i Jask, vid: Kurrachee, February 19, 1899, 
CEB WETY Agreement, T added provision you mention to guard agtinet possible 
transfer of some house property at Koweit itself, belonging to Turkish subjects, to Russians 
cor others. Mubarak promised not to permit any such transfer without permission of Her 
Majesty's Government. 








India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Und: 
Secretary of State for Foreign All 1, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwartis herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram 
to the Viceroy, dated the 14th March, regarding Koweit affairs. 

India Office, March 14, 1899. 


Tnolosure in No. 72, 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India, 


hic.) India. Office, March 14, 1899, 

YOUR telegram 8th March : Koweit. 

Lord Salisbury inquires what grounds exist for immediate instructions to 
Admiral, as proposed, since no attack is imminent, Procedure now authorized is 
that, when hostile action by Turks appears to be concemplated, serious warning will 
be addressed to Porte before preventive measures are taken. Proposed instruetior 
to Admiral would reverse this procedure, and also involve risk of publicity. 





No. 73. 
Indlia Office to Foreign Office-—(Reccived March 16.) 


THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of State for Forcign Adlairs, and, by direction of Lon! George 
Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy 
of a telegram from the Viceroy, dated the 16th March, regarding the defence of. 
Koweit. 

India Office, Mareh 16, 1809. 


Tnclosure in No. 73. 
‘1Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


Mareh 16, 1599, 

he grounds for instructions to Admiral, as proposed by me, were 
ched us in February that ‘Turkish troops had gradually been 

ntrated at Bussorah, and were believed by Resident to be meditating early attack 
on Koweit. ‘To avert this or any similar danger in future, I suggest{ed) that general 
instractions should be issued from the Admiral [? Admiralty] to stop Turkish 
transports from starting at any time for Koweit. If no such instructions are issued 
in advance, the Tarks may have landed there before we hear of it in India. In any 
case, unless British gun-boat happens to be on the spot at this moment, we shall 
probably be too late to stop them, 

British Viee-Consul at Bussorah has beea instructed by us to telegraph 
immediately any probable movements of Turkish troops. 


(Telographic. 





No. 74. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury —(Received March 20,) 
Constantinople, March 11, 1899. 


\IT'H releronce to my despatch No. 112, Secret, of the Sth instant, Lhave the 
honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have 


received from Her Majesty's Acting Consul-General at Bagdad, forwarding two 
despatches from Her Majesty's Consul at Bossorah respecting Colonel Meade's visit 
to the mouth of the Shat-el-Arab and affairs at Koweit. 
Thave, 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR 


Inclosure 1 in No. 74, 


Acting Consul-General Meleill to Sir N. O'Co 


(No.6. Confidential.) 
Sir, 


Baydad, February 18, 1590, 
I HAVE the honour to submit, for your Excelleney’s information, 

despatches frow Mr. A.C, Wratislaw, Hor Majesty’s Con: Bussorah, 
Thave, &¢ 

(Signed) P. J. MELVILL, Major 


EE 


Inclosure 2 in No. 74. 


Coneul Wratrslaw to Acting Convul-General Mele 
(No. 8.) 
Sir, Bustorah, February 2, 180 
! HAVE the honour to report that « few days ago two Russians arrive: 
from Bagdad bearing a letter of introduction from the Wall of the former place ¢0 
the Walt of Bussorah, in which the latter was requested to give them a letter 
of recommendation to the Sheikh of Koweit, calling on him to aid them by all means 
in his power, ns requested by the Russian authoritics, ‘They have now lelt thi 
Gistriet, and aro, I believe, at Koweit, their ostensible object being trade. One of 
them was, I hear, at Koweit last year dealing in lambeskivs 
{a this connection, | may state that tho rocent visit of Hor Majesty's Resident 
and Consul-General at Bushire to the mouth of the river has caused considerable 
perturbation in Turkish official circles here. The arrival of the “Lawrence” at 
Fao was immediately telegraphed to Bussorali by the Mudir of the place, who 
Feported that Colonel Meade was acco 1 by a numerous staff, aud was on 
hb with Koweit, ‘The Captain of the Turkish gun-boat “ Zohaf," o 
atrol duty in thove parts, also telegraphed that Colonel Meade had Ianded at 
Koweit, and had bad an interview with Sheikh Mabarak 
In the course of conversation yesterday the Waii remarked to me on the visit of 
the “Lawrence,” and L endeavoured to tranquillize his Excellency by assuring him 
that Colonel Meade bad simply come tothe Shatsel-Arab on a shooting excursion, tn 
which Chad myself been invited to take part, but my statement did not appenr to 
impress his Excellency to any remarkable extent, 
L have, &e. 
(Signed) 


= 


©. WRATISLAW, 


Inclosure 3 in No, 74. 
Consul Wratislaw to Acting Consul-General Melvill 


0. 10. Confidential.) ‘ 
Sir, Bussorah, February 6, 1899: 
WITH reference to my despatch No. , of the 2nd instant, I have tho hone to 
report that a letter has been received by the Vali of Bussorah from the Turkion eral 
st cushire, reporting that the British Government appears to be paying tinesmeod 
attention to Koweit, and suggesting that an Ottoman Acent of expodenetant witha 
Knowledge of European languages should be appointed nt that plese to watahr erent 
nt intend to dispatch a ship of war to 
P 





bd 


= Persian Gulf, and that a French Agent would probably call at Koweit before 
mg. 


©. WRATISLAW. 





India Office to Foreign Office—(Received March 21.) 
Sir, India Office, March 20, 1899. 
T AM directed by the Secretary of State for India to forw Ft ni tomldretion 
of the Marquess of Salisbury, ® copy of a telegram from the Viceroy, of the 
16th instant, which is a reply to the question put in your letter dated the 11th March. 
Lam, &c. 
ed) A. GODLBY. 


Inclosure in No. 
Government of Iudia to Lord G. Hamilton 

(Tolographi March 16, 1899, 

KOWEI'. ‘The grounds for instructions to Admiral, as proposed by me, were 
that information reached us in February that ‘Turkish troops ad - 
centeated at Bussoral, and were believed by Resid 
Koweit. To avert this, or any similar danger i 
instructions should be issued from the Admiralty to stop ‘Turkish transports from 
starting at any time for Koweit. [f no such instructions aro issued in advance, the 
Tarks may have landed there before we hear of it in India. In any case, unless 
British gun-boat happens to be on the spot at the moment, we sball probably be too 
late to stop them, British Vice-Consul at Bussorah has been instructed by us to 
telegraph immediately any probable movements of Turkish troops. z 


wied that general 





(Very Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, March 21, 1800. 

{ HAVE laid before the Marquess of Salisbury, your letter of the 14th instant, 
inolosing © Report from the Government of 


ndia of the conclusion of a Secret 
Agreement with the Sheikh of Koweit, on the 28ed “y last. 

Tam to state that Lord Salisbury concurs in Lord George Hamilton 
approve the netion taken in this matte 
Gull. 


proposal to 
by the Political Resident in the Persi: 


Lam, &o, 
(Signed) H. SANDERSON 





No. 77. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received March 30.) 


‘THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under 
Scoretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George I 
forwavils herewith, for the information of the Secretary of Si 
despateb to the Government of India, No, 6, dated the 10th March, and inclosures, 
regarding Koweit affairs. 

India Office, March 29, 1899. 


Inelosure 1 in No. 7- 


Lord G. Hanilton to Government of India. 

+ eT RWARD, for the information of your Kxcelloncy in Council, a copy of 
Netter dated the 25th Februnry from the Forcign Office, relative to a complaint made 
hy the Sanitary officer nt Kowelt against the reported action of the Comm nder of 
the Royal Indian Marine Lawrence.” L shall be obliged if your Excellency will 
‘call upon Colonel Meade for a report on the matter, 
i upon Colonel ? T have, & 

(Signed) 


GEORGE HAMTNTON. 


Foreign Office to India Office. 


acces Foreign Office, February 25, 1899. 

ee . fransinit to you a copy of w 

LAM directed by tho Marquoss of Salisbury to transmit to you w copy of, @ 

despatch from, Her Majesty's Ambasador at Constantinople, reporting, ha the 

empath from Te Majesty's. ship “Lawrence,” accompanied by Her Majesty's 
if are tated by the Sanitary officer at Kowoit to h 


Resident in the Persian 0 
oes spite of the Sanitary Regulations, and visited the Sheilch 


lanited by force nt that pla 
in his house. 
his visit ig mo doubt connec hy the rent incidents 
in your letter of the 1718 a aaideation ofthe, Secretary of State fr, India, tha 
Jonel Meade and the Commander of Her Majesty’s ship‘ Lawrence’ shonld be 
‘cated to furnish a report on the subject, 
A. copy of a further despatch from Sir N 
also inol 


with the recent incidents at Koweit, referred to 


O'Conor in regard to this incident is 


Tam, & 
(Bigned i}. I. SANDERSON 
——— 
Anclosure 8 in No, 77. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Morquess of Salisbury. 


(No. 52. 
My Loni, 


sexs) Constantinople, February 15, 1809. 


rT reronce to your Lontship’s telegram No, 20 of the sth instant, and 
vet TH fees or Hei tS one t,t Yar 
Tonlship herewith copy of a telegram addrewed to tho Ottaman Sartre Ads 
tation By the quarsntane dootor at Bussorah, which was rend to the Boned of Hatttt 
on the 7¢h instant, and whieh has been communicated to me by Dr, Dickson, Britis 
ve Dime iid ts the quarnutine doctor roports that the Sanitary offlecr at 
owen, tis toezrwond that Ter Majesty's ship “Lawrence” arrived on the 
Pann ent yustire; that in view of the Sanitary Regulations ho had rofused to 
dmit the sbip to free pratique, that in spite cof his opposition the Command as 
sompany wil the British Resident from Bushire, Ind landed by force and visite tho 
Sheikh in his house. 
‘The officer requested instructions to 
in communicating to me the Ralogesin tee 
shire might be asked for an explanation, y i 
Bahr ght be sake Lt at (rout tothe quetin, but in caso it wore 
nevtioned apie to inform the Boant that ho hod referred tho matter to Hor 
sys Bebassy, which had receive no information on the subject, but’ would 


probably make inquiries. 


aide him insimilar oases, and Dr. Dickson, 
mated that Her Majesty's Representative at 


Lhave, &0. 
(Signed) N. R. O'}GONOR, 








56 
Tnclosure 4 in No. 77. 
Dr. Stiepovich to the Ottoman Sanitary Administration. 


(élégraphique.) Bussorah, le 5 Fésrier, 1599. 

PREPOSE Koweit rapporte quo navire de guerre Anglais “ Lawrence ™ provenaut 
dle Bouchire mouilla le 9 Janiver dane port de Koweit. Notre préposé, vu provenunce 
batenu informa Commandant qu'il ne pouvait pas Tadmettre en bre pratique, 
Commandant aveo Consul Anglais de Bouchire furent déharqués par force k Rowe, ot 
Visitirent Cheik danss.maison, Attends vos instructions pour ma gouverne oncasions 
simiaires, 


Inclosure 5 in No. 77. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Sali 

(No. 59, Sectot,) 
My Lord, Constantinople, February 16, 1899, 

WITH reference to my despateli, No. 52, Secret, of the 16th February respecting 
the complaint of the Sanitary nuthoritios against the forcible landing of s party feos 
Her, Majesty's ship “Lawrence” at Kowelt, I have the honour to} 
Loniship thnt, on the receipt of the Foreign Office tole 8, Commere 
Sth February, 1897, 0 comrmonication was addrossed to Dr. Dicl ing him, 
for his guidance, that Her Majesty's Government regarded both Balirein aad Sowelt 
as independent States, and that they could not accept any resolution of the Sanit 
Board which was contrary to that view, At the sume time it. wax 4 
Dr. Dickson that ho should not unnecessarily mako any formal declantive on the 
subject, but should, if the occasion arises, refer to the British Protectorate of Bahrein, 
and the independence af Koweit as recognized and vatablishest fete 

T'may add that the recent proposal of the Board of Health to establish a sanitary 
sation at Mobarmerals in Persia, iss ropart y despatch, No, 14, Commercial, of 
the ith Fobrunry, doce, in itself. exchide any claim’ to that sovervignty being founiled 
‘on tho mote fact of the establishment of a quansntine office dependent on the Constants. 


Thave, &e, 
(Signed) N. B. O'CONOK. 





No, 78. 
Sir N, O'Conor to the Merynens of Salisbury.— (Received Aprit 10. 


(No. 163. Socret.) 

My Lovd, Constantinople, Apeit 6, 1899. 
WITH roference to sny despatch No, 120 of the Ist ultimo, Thiave the bon 
transmit copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, sending mo coping 
of his Reports to Her Majosty’s Acting Consul-Gencral at Ragdal respecting the tute 
of certain Russian subjects to tp fit two of thes Reports ave alread 
reached your Lordship in copy in: my above-mentioned despateh. ‘The thint, hencett 
incloved, states that another Russian subject hax procesded to Koweit with lettor 

from the Vali of Bussorah to Sheikh Mubarak 
Mr. Wratislaw takes occasion to inquire what is his position with mgand to 
Koweit. In my reply, of which a copy is likewise inclosed, I have directed him to 
SQusider this region us lying outside his district, but to watch events there, and to 
Toport any interference with it on the part of the Ottoman authorities, 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CoNoR. 





{nclosure 1 in No. 78. 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O' Conor. 


bes chem Busorah, February 2, 1899, 


” WITH referenee to your Excellenoy's telegram of the 17th instant, E have i 


re ft yet been able to gather any further ‘inforsuation 
oa ic Wranian sists 10 Koveit than was contained in my telograme of the 
{rth and 254 instant. Ihave been given to undentand ty Ter Majo Acting 
Sanwa) ‘edad that Koweit is entirely outside my provinee, bei hin 
fhe dint of the Readout at Bushire and T have Ahoreore taken no measure to keep 
if informed concerning what gots on there. ‘The place is, however, consider 
BA Matick: Governmest asa casa of the Sandjak of ‘Ned, in the Vilayet of 


Bussorali, and I should be grateful for a statement from your Excellency of my position 


wi ee i vie i shea wh hi addressed to 
to imclose copies of three despatches whic 
communicated already to your Excell 


©, WRATISLAW. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 78. 


Consul Wratislaw to Acting Consul-General Metvill. 


“eae Buusorahy February 2, 150. 
ii Ne is ye the honour to 
" WIEDH reference to my despatch No, 8 of the 2nd instant, I havi fl 

TE richer husian subest, one Ovanesot, « Bagdad ieshant of Armenian 
cee telion, left Busworah this work for Kowoll. He was furnished by the Vali with 
[etter of introduction to Sheikh Mubarak, and tho ostensible object of his journey wns 
letter of introduction 


to buy lambskin, hoes sisi to Kowslt I reported tn. the ebove despatch, havo 


‘The two Russi in 
vi that one has gone on to Katr, 
ae ear ouerah ie a prsent at Koweiton private busines, but doubew be 


ill avail hin-self of the opportunity to sound the Sheikh concarning the object of 
will avail himself of the 


Colonel Meade’s recent visit. ere 
(Signed) A. ©. WRATISLAW, 


Inclosure 3 in No. 78. 


Sir N. O'Conor to Conut Wratislaw. 


(Confidential) 


Bi Constantinople, April 5, 1899. 
ir, 


No. 10, Confidential, of the 25th February, { have wo 
al Kowst ax being inetd in the district of 
ny tosis hire, and as lying outside your district, ‘This division ix 
erie oe policed Se bet it will be your duty, nevertheless, to watch as 
Clucly as you fan what passes in Kowelt, and to report any interference with it on 


the part of the Ottoman authorities. 


IN reply to your despatch 
west that you will continue to 


T have, &o. 
(Signed) -'N. R, O'CONOR, 
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No. 79. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 17.) 


(No. 171. Secret.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, April 12, 1899. 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 112 and 163, Secret, of the 3rd March 
and 6th April last, I have the honour to forward to your Lordship herewith copy of 
‘a despatch which T have received from Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, recording: 
‘ conversation which he has recently held with a Russian subject of Armenian 
xtraction who has lately visited Koweit, 

Thay 
(Signed) |. R. O'CONOR, 


Inclosure in No, 79. 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(No. 12. Confidential.) 
Sir, Bussorah, March 6, 1899. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 10 of the 26th ultimo, I have the honour 
to report that T have sen M. Ovanessof, the Russian Armenian of whose visit 
to Kowoit T have already informed your Excellency, He told me that the other two 
Russian subjects, Abbas Aliof and Abdullah, are still at Koweit. ‘They are natives 
of the Caucasus, and Abbas, at least, is a well educated man, speaking Russian, 
"Turkish, and Arabic, He has hired a house at Kowoit, and proposes to stay there 
some time and buy up lamb-skins. 

T have no doubt that this trio are really engaged in trade, but it ix quite 
ossible that they may be at the xame time in the temporary employ of the Russian 
onsul at Bagdad, 

Ovanessof appears to be av extremely intelligent man. He informed my 
Dragoman that the Rassian Consul at Bagdad had offered him the post of unpaid 
Vice-Cousul at Bussoral, but that he had declined it unless a salary were attached 
thereto. 

Sheikh Mubarak is absolute master within his own territory, and any Raxsian 
trigues would have to be worked through him. Colonel Meade is in touch with 
m1, and would doubtless hear and report any attempt to buy up land or otherwise 

tamper with Koweit. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) A. ©. WRATISLAW. 





No. 80. 
India. Office to Foreign Office —(Received Aprit 17.) 

THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the 
Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George 
Hamilton, forwards herewith, for the information of the Seeretary of State, copy of 
inclosures in Government of India Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 30th March, 


reapecting Koweit affairs. 
India Office, Aprit 15, 1809. 


Inclosure 1 in No, 80, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India 


Bushire, March 23, 1899. 


Telegraphic) 

YOUR Secret telegram of the 16th March. 
British Consul at Bussorah informs me that he has no news of importance. 

‘Thinks it is not likely that Tarkey will attempt anything against Kaweit for some 





im t weather is beginning. Confidential Agent from Mubarak shortly 
apes a rea eral Agreement by hit; also money, if the Government of India 
authorizes it. 

Se 


Inclosure 2 in No. 80. 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 
(Telegraphic.) Calovtta, March 24, 1899. 
FOUR telegram 28rd March, 
You may send ratified Ayreement and money as proposed. 
ee 


Inclosure 3 in No. 80, 
Government of India fo Liewtenant-Colonel Meade. 


‘i Fort William, March 26, 1809. 
1 q , 1809. 
(Conti ected to refor to your telegram, dated the 28rd March last, regarding 
Koweit affairs. : Pee 
fo ordor to proventany mikapprehoosion, I to explain that the instructions 
el to you in the telegram from the Goveroment of India in the Foreign 
Departmeng, dated the 16th March last. should be understood as requesting 
PePertiate inforwation if at any time hereafter Mr, Wratislaw has news of any 
probable movement of Turkish troops towards Kowelt, 





No, 81. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received April 18.) 


‘THLE Under-Secretary of State for India presents is compliments to tho Under- 
neces nie ee Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton 
Scr oe etith, for the information of the Serotary of State, copy of x Soere 
forwary ca the Governient of Ladi, dated tho 30th Mare, an inclosures, respecting 
the Secret Agreement with the Sheikh af Koweit. 

India Office, April 18, 1899. 


——— 
Inolosure 1 in No, 81, 


Lord @. Hamilton to Government of India, 


{eer India Office, March 80, 1809. 
It to the lotter of your Exeellency’s Government in the Foreign 
Dey im ‘ital cy aed eh relative to the conclusion with Mubarak-al- 
Depart of Kowelt, of a Sceret Agreement, dated the 28rd January Inst, 
Fubar, Sheikh th, tor Uke. information of your Government, copy of the corres: 
sr Mlence, from which it will be scen that Her Majesty's Government approve the 
Pondence from Wie matter by Lioatenant-Colonel Meade, the Political Hesident 
baal Prveu joint out, however, that, inasmuch as Licutenant-Colonel Mende had 
boo fared ee eonelude an Agreement sionilar to that which exists with the Sultan 
eo aasteea toe not authorized to stipulate that the Sheikh should not reesive 
of Muscat trou any Power oF Government without the previous sanction of the 
Bekih Government. As this proviso has been introduced, it will remain in forees 
Pat its operation, more especially with regard to the relations of the Sheikh with the 
‘Turkish Government, will require the careful attention of Your xoellency. 
(Signed) | GEORGE HAMILTON. 


——S 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 81. 
India Office to Foreign Office. 


Sir, India Office, March 14, 1899. 

I AM directed to forward, for the information of the cer of Siato for 
Foreign Affairs, a copy of a letter in the Secret Department, dated the 23rd February, 
from the Government of Indix, relative to the conclusion of a Secret Agreement, 
dated the 28rd January last, and concluded with Mubsrak-al-Subah, Sheikh of 
Koweit. 

Tam to add that, subject to the concurrence of the Marquess of Salisbary, Lord 
George Hamilton proposes to approve of the action taken by Colonel Meado tn this 
matter. 

Lom, & 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Tnolosure 3 in No, 81. 
Forvign Office to India Office. 


Sir, ; Forvign Office, March 21, 1899. 
__ T HAVE laid before the Marques of Salisbury your letter of the Lith instant, 
inclosing n report from the Government of India of the conclusion of a Secret Agree- 
mont with tho Sheikh of Kowelt on the 2nd January Inst. 

Tam to state that Lord Salisbury concurs in Lord George Hamilton's proposal 
fo approve the aetion taken in this matior by the Political Mesident in the Persian 
Tull, 

Tom, & 
(Signed) "~ T, H. SANDERSON, 





No, 92. 


‘The Morquess of Sotistury to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(No. 96.) 


7 Foreign Office, April 21, 1800, 

L HAVE received your Txcollenos’s despatch No. 163, paella instant, 
inclosing n despatch from Hor Majosty's Consul at Bussomh, respecting the visit of 
certain Russian subjects to Kowelt. 

__Lapprovo tho roply which you have returned to. Mr. Wratislaw’s inquiry as to 
his position with regard to Koweit and the course he should pursue in connection with 
events there. 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





No. 8. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 29.) 


ae Secret.) 
% Constantinople, May 24, 1 
‘WITH reference to my despatch No. 171 of the 12th ultimo, f have the horny to 
transmit copy of a Secret despatch from Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, in which he 
draws a to the influence which the re-ppointment of Hamdi Pasha as Vali of 
the Vilayet may have on the position of Mubarak, Sheikh of Koweit. 

Mr. Wratislaw recalls the fact that at the time of the murder of Mubarak’s brother, 
the late Sheikh Mohammed Pasha, the claims of Saccd and Sabah, the two sons of the 
murdered man, were strongly supported hy Hamdi Pasha, who urged upon the Porte the 
opportunity then offered for the occupation of Koweit by Turkish troops, It was only 


OL 


after long delay and by dint of the layish expenditure of money that Mubarak was able 
to secure recognition in Constantinople as Sheikh and Kaimakam of Koweit. 

Since Mubarak's interview in January last with the Resident of Bushire, the former 

the object of distrust on the part of the Turkish authorities, and 

Ait. Wratislaw points out the likelihood of the resuscitation of the claims of Mubarak's 
‘two nephews who would not be likely to shrink from any conditions imposed upon 
there facts related by Mr. Wratislaw possess considerable interest. at the present 
moment, It is quite possible that Hamdi Pasha may succeed in persuading the Turkish 
Government to ‘espouse the cause of Mubarak’s nephews. Should this eventuality 
Become imminent, it might be desirable to warn the Turkish Government that owing to 
the importance of Pritish interests in the Persian Gulf, Her Majesty's Government would 
view nith displeasure any expedition against Mubarak. It is true that a remonstranee 
of this kind might lead to complications, butt any rate it would Bavo the advantage 
of clearing up the situation, and we should have a more substantial basis, in case of 
fature developments, to rely upon than an agreement with an untrustworthy Arab Chief 
of Mubarak’s antecedents, oe : ; 

{hear privately from Mr. Wratislaw that it is reported that the Fao garrison is to 
be considerably increased. If this be true it is probably with a view to acting agninat 
Koweit in ease of need. ‘i 

Siubarnk's date gardens are near Fao, and the first act of hostility would be to 

vem, 

weet ve iustracted Mr. Wratislaw to keep me informed of the Vali's intentions, 
and, if your Lordship approves, it might be well Lo instruct him to warn the Val very 
eavtiously of the manner in wtih am Majesty's th ae ‘and the Government of 

ia would be likely to regard an expedition against Koweit. 
India wou! reg eo 

(Signed) N, RB. O'CONOR. 


Anclosure in No. 83. 
Connil Weatisiaw to Sir N. O'Conor, 


§ : spree? April 22, ree 

* Oe appears not improbable that the reappointment of Hamdi Pasha to tho post 
of Vai nae ee. have some effect oF the porition of Shickh Mubarak, of 
Koweit. 

s during i Pasha's firwt tonure of this office thnt Mubarak had’ his 
mate frog. rig ere ind soized the vacant. post. His nephows, Saood 
and Salut, appeated to tho Sultan for redress, and for tho restitution of the landed 

Toperty whieh should have come to them, but which had been appropriated by 
tr farak, At first it appeared likely that thair petition might be taken into considers 
tion maid wos stronaly supported by the Vali, who urged on the Porte tho convenience 
Of the occasion for the effective occupation of Kowelt by Turkish troops. Mubarak, 

Spent money lavishly in enlisting on bis side the Mushir of Bazdad, Redjeb 

f igh oflcas, whose influence at Constantinople. nally prevailed, 

dad Mubamk wax eventually nt the end of 1807 recognized as Sheikh and appointed 
< am of Koweil ‘ho Saltan. 

= ‘Hasoll Pooks, the chief supporters of the nephews are Sheikh Yussut 
Thralion, of Dor, their maternal uncle; Sheikh Jasim, of Katrs and also, to a less 
Ctent Sheikh Abdul Avis, of Sommer. ‘The first named went so far as to make an 
Armed attack on Koweit in Jane 1607, which was not, howover, pushed homo; and 
Jueion fas several times threatened the same thing. Sheikh Yussuf fhrahim was 
Obliged to leave the country in order to avoid the consequence of his breach of the 
pence, but he is endeavouring to procure his pardon from the Sultan. 

‘Since Hamdi was reappointed the nephews have come into Bussorah from Zobeir, 
where they previously resided, and they will doubiless press their claims with 
Tenewed activity now that they can reckon on the sympathies of the Governor 


General 
“Phe interview which the Resident at Bushire had in January last with Mubarsk 


the icions of the Turkish authorities, and has rendered them very 
ae are ee ing the intentions of Great Britain in that direction. fi 
[1563] 





Having lost confidence in Mubarsk, their sense of justice may be tandily 
awakened, and lead them to think of righting his injured nephews, who om 
their side’are not likely to shrink from any conditions which may be imposed on 
them. 

Thave, 
(Signed) ©. WRATISLAW. 





No, 84. 


Foreign Office to India Office, 

(Secret.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 2, 1899. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 18th April jireoted by the 
Marquess of Salisbury to transmit to you, to be laid before the Secretary of State for 
India, copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople on the 
subject of the allire at Kowelt.” z : 

‘Lord Salisbury would be glad to bo favoured with any observations which Lord 
George Hamilton may wish to offer on Sir N. O’Conor's despatch, 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) ‘T, H. SANDERSON. 





No. 85. 
India Office to Foreign Office-—(Received June 8.) 


Sir, India Office, June 7, 1890. 

I AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Jottor dated the 2nd June, forwarding a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's 
‘Ambassador at Constantinople, No. 259, Secrot, dated the 24th May, relative to affairs at 
Kowoit. 

T nm fo inclose 9 copy of Colonal Meade's letter to the Governmont of India, 
dated the 30th April Inst, in which that officer dwells on the importance of arriving at 
a definite understanding with the Ottoman Porto on the subject. It is observed that 
Sir N. O'Conor considers that, if Hamdi Pasha should seem likely to induce the 
‘Murkish Government to expouse the cause of Mubarak’s nephews, it might be well to 
war that Government that Her Majesty's Government would view with displeware 
any expedition against Mubarak. Lord George Hamilton cannot but fear that the 
mappolntient of Handi Pasha may Inid to complications, and he is disposed to suggest, 
for tho consideration of the Marquess of Salisbury, that tho Turkish Government should 
‘be warned as proposed. ma 


‘A. GODLEY. 


Tam, 
(Signed) 


Inclosure in No. 85. 
Liewtenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India. 


(Secret,) - __ Bushire, April 30, 1809. 

1 HAVE the honour to report, for the information of the Government of 
India, that I have sent one of the copies of the Agreement made with the Sheikh 
of Koweit, received with your letter, dated the 16th February, 1809, to Sheikh 
‘Mubarak, through our Agent at Bahrein, to which place the Sheikh sent a confidential 
servant to receive it. 

2. Thave, at the same time, as authorized in your telegram of the 20th February, 
held out a hope to the Sheikh that the British Goverament will do what it can to 
protect him and his brothers in the matter of their estates near Fao. 

3. The Sheikh has further been informed that the 15,000 rupees agreed on will be 
sent to him by the way most convenient to himself, I have informed him that I think 








63 


the money had better be sent to Bahrein in the R, I. M.S. “Lawrence” when 

at the end of May, for annual repairs, and handed over to 

ent at that place, ‘The “Lawrence” will be taking specie to Bombay, and the 

money for Koweit can be shipped, along with the rest, without exciting notice. Unless, 

therefore, some other and better means of payment is proposed by the Sheikh, I will 
end it, a8 stated above, by the * Lawrence.” 

‘The Turks appear to have some knowledge of our recent negotiations with the 
Sheikh of Koweit, and it is ramoured that they are sending a small force to Fao, for 
‘objects connected with the former place. I telegraphed this information to you on 
the 17th instant, nnd the further reports I have since received tond to confirm the 
news. 

5. Tho present time of year is not favourable to movements of troops in th 
regions, and it is unlikely that an expedition against Koweit itself can be under 
taken beforo the autumn. It is, however, also unlikely that Sheikh Mubarak will 
de allowed to get his date harvest from his estates near Fao unmolested, and tho 
question of the assistance which Her Majesty's Government are prepared to afford 
tho Sheikh and his brothers, in respect to those propertios, may soon require 
settlement, 

6. I venture, therefore, to recommend that, as soon as I report that an increase 
‘of the Turkish force at Fao has actually been carcied out, Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment may be urged to direct our Ambassador at Constantinople to inquire what the 
object of the movement is, and should inform the Porte that we will not permit a 
attack to bo made.on Koweit. 

7. The question will then become ono for diplomatic discussion between the two 

eroments, and will probably be capable of an. early settlement. An. undor- 
standing, L should imagine, may be avtived at with ‘Turkey, by which the indo- 
penilence of the Sheikh» of Koweit will be guaranteed, and’ by which any actual 
Tupture with the Turks will be avoided, 

§, The recognition of Mubarak-el-Subah as Sheikh and Ruler of Kowoit would, of 
course, have to be one of the conditions, and ho would be obliged to carry out the 
torms of the Agroement he has made with us.* His rights to a share of the Fao estates 
would also require tobe placed on a satisfuctory footing, and, at the same time, the 
‘claims of hie nephews can be taken up, and a suitable provision for thom no 
doubt, be settled, if tho division of the anoesteal property is submitted to arbitration, 

9, It seems very desirable that some definite settlement of the Kowoit question 
should be arrived at duriag the coming summer, during which, although it will bo 
dificult for the Turks fo tako wny active measures against the place, it will also be 
inconveniont for us to keep our men-of-war in the Persian Gulf, ‘Any collision 
‘Detwonn the Turks and ourselves would, of course, he most undesirable, and would 
much incrense the difficulties there aro in the way of a satisfactory arrangement. 

10, If an understanding can be arrived at with Turkey before the auturon, the 
nocossity for maintaining a stronger naval foree than usual, at this end of tho Persian 
Galf, will no longer exist, but if tho mattor is still unsettled, a fow months hence it 
will be desirable to havo at least two gun-bonts in readiness to go to Koweit if the 
‘Turks intend to attack it. 





No. 86. 
Sir N. O'Comor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receiced June 12.) 


(No. 292, Secret.) 3 
My Lord, a zl Constantinople, June 6, 1890, 
*T HAVE the bonour to transmit herewith to your Lordship two documents 

respecting Koweit which I have received from Mr. Wratislaw, Her Majesty's Consul 
sat Bussorah. z elt 

‘Phe first is the paraphrase of a telegram stating that the new Vali, Hamdi Pasha, 
spontaneously introduced the sub the Sultan was much distutbed at. reports 
fom various quarters of British designs upon Koweit; and that the Vali is of opinion 
that His Majesty would be willing to discuss the question with a view to a friendly 
‘settlement. 

‘The second reports that the Sheikh of Koweit has imposed 5 per vent: duty on all 
imports from Turkey, and that, upon the Director of the Bussorah Cusioms com 





oo 


Plaining of this proceeding, the Governor-General, Hamdi Pasha, begged 
question should not he brought forward at this moment. 

I think it may be assumed that it will be obvious to the Turkish Government 
that tho Sheikh of Koweit would not have dared {o impose a duty on ‘Turkish products 
without foreign support, and it may also be assumed that the Sheikh has been 
indiscreet in his language and boastful of British protection, but thst it may be 
doubted whether the Turkish Government will put his words to the test by attempting 
to punish him, 

Were it possible, without the negotiations being divulged, we might approach the 
Sultan with a proposal that he should engage not to cede to any other Power any of 
his rights over the coast of the Persian Gulf. There are, however, two objections to 
this course. I consider seereey to be well nigh impossible, and that it would be 
dificult to make the engagement applicable to Koweit without implying an official 
recognition of Turkish sovercignty. 

There remains the course of waiting for further developments while at the same 
time instructing Mr, Wratislaw to hint to the Governor-General, when the occasion 
offers, that an attack upon Koweit might get him i ining upon 
the Sheikh Mubarak, through some private channel, to be more cautious in his action 
and language, Some warning of this kind scems the more necessary that tho 
protection of British political interests in the Persian Gulf may ultimately involve the 
protection of the Shelkh of Kowoit. 

Thave, &e. 


(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 86. 


Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. 0’ Conor. 

(Confidentiat,) 
(elographic,) P. . Bussorah, June $, 1899, 

‘THE Vali spontaneously introduced the subject of Koweit in the course of a 
convorsition Thad with him to-day. Tis Bxcollenoy statod that reports of British 
designs have much disturbed the Sultan, and that forcign Representatives who havo 
views of their own on Koweit are seduloualy © ing His oe i suspicions, Tho 
Vali is confident that if your Excellency were to approach the Sultan on the subject 
personally, His Majesty ‘would welcome such an opportunity of frankly discussing ‘tho 
matter and arriving at a friendly settlement. 

Ho himself is advocating uch a sottioment in a roport which be is about to 
send in 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 86. 


Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 23,) 
Bir, Bussorah, May 3, 1599. 

WITIL reference to my despatch No. 21 of the 22nd ultimo, I have the honour 
to report that Sheikh Mubarak of Koweit has recently imposed an import duty of 
5 per cont. ad valorem on all goods arriving in his couniry. Hitherto merchandize 
imported into Keweit from Bussorah or other Turkish ports was exempted from such 
duty on presentation of a certificate from a Turkish eustom-house, but the Sheikh now 
declines to recognize the certificates and claims duty from all imports, whatever be 
their origin. 

T lear that the Mudir of the Bassoral Custom-house has complained to the Vali 
of thin proceeding on the part of Sheikh. Hnmdi Pasha, in reply, begged the Mudir 
tolet the question be for the moment, and allow him to ‘get settled in his new post 
and take himself acquainted with ali the circumstances of the ease. 

T have, &e.: 
(Signed) "A. C. WRATISLAW. 


6S 
No. 87. 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O' Conor. 
(No. 64.) 
(Melegraphie.) Foreign Office, June 16, 1899. 
KOWELL, i approve course proposed in your despatch No. 202, Secret. Az 
gards the warning to the Sheikh, I am communicating with Her Majesty's Secretary 
‘State for India. 





No. 8, 
The Marquess of Sélisbury to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(No. 144. Secret) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 17, 1809. 
I RECEIVED and communicated to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Indin 
Your Fxcellency’s despatch No, 250, Secret, of the 24th ultimo, forwarding a copy of 
‘a despatch from Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah relative to Koweit, and suggesting 
that the Turkidh Government should be warned, in the event of theit’ taking steps to 
ive active support to the claims of Sheikh Mubarak's nephews, that Hor Majesty's 
Govornmont would have strong objections to a Turkish expedition against Kowet. 

[ transmit to you a copy of a letter which has boon received from the India OMlce 
on the subject." 

In view of what your Excélloncy states in your further despatch No. 292 of the 
6th instant, T authorize you to rofrain for the provent from addressing any warning to 
the Porte in regard fo Koweit, and to instruct Mr. Wentislaw to make a communica~ 
tion to tho Vall of Bassorah in the senso anggestod by you, when oceasion offers, 

Twill communicate a copy of your despatch No, 20% to tho Secretary of State 
for India, and will ruggest that hoe should arrange for a message to be sont to the 
Sheikh of Kowelt enjoining eaution in hie action and language. 

Tam, &o. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No, 89. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 
Poreign Osfice, June 17, 1899. 


(Gecret) 
ir, 
WITH reference to your lotter of the 7th instant, I am directed by the Marquoss 


of Solixbury to transmit to you x ‘Of a despatch which hix Lordship has received 
from Her Majesty’s Ambasmdor mistantinople on the subject of Koweit.t 

In view of what is stated in Sir N. O'Conor's despatch, Lord Salisbury has 
authorized his Excellency, in a despateb of which a copy is also inclosed,} to refratn 
for the present from addressing any warning to the Porto in regand to Koweit, and to 
instruct Mr. Wratislaw to makes communication to the Vali of Bussorah’ in the 
sense proposed by his Excellency. = 

Tam to suggest, for the consideration of Her Majesty's Secretary of State for 
Indin, that he should arrange for a message to be sent to the Sheikh of Koweit 
enjoining caution in his action and language, ee 

am, &e. 


(Signed) "T.-H. SANDERSON, 





No. 90. 
India Office to Foreign Office (Received June 22,) 
Si India Office, June 21, 1809. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 25th Febraary last, Cam’ directed hy Lord 
George Hamilton to forward, to be laid before the Marquess of Salisbury, a copy of a 
t No 80, Neat, 
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letter from the Government of India, transmitting a Report by Colonel Meade on the 
circumstances in which he landed at Koweit on the 21st January last, notwithstanding 
the protest of an Arab, who was understood to be the representative of the Ottoman 
Sanitary authori 
Lord George Hamilton concurs in the view of Colonel Meade's proc: 
by the Government of India. 
lam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 90. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Beoret.) 
My Lord, do, June 1, 1899. 
WITH roference to your Lordahip's See the 10th March Inst, 
we have the honour to forward a Report by Mende, relative to the 
complaint preferred by the Sanitary officer at Koweit © alleged action of the 
Commander of the Royal Indian Marine steamer “ Lawrence 
We consiiler that the proceedings of Colonel Meade and the officers with lum 
open to excoption, and that the objections raised by the so-called 
Sanitary iy at that port, who was a local Arab, were both illegal and 
frivolous. 
We have, &c. 
(Signed) CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 
W. 8. A. LOCKHART. 
E. H. HE. COLLEN. 
©. M. RIVAZ. 
©. E. DAWKINS. 
T. RALEIGH. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 90. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of In 


(Confidential) Bushire, Mey 7, 1809, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Confidential letter of 
tho 13th April last, and inclosures, and, as directed, T have the honour to report, 
for the Information of the Government of Indin, ‘that the complaint evidently 
rofers to the occasion, reported in my letter dated the 30th January last, when 1 
visited Koweit on the 21st January, not the 9th, as stated in the telegram of the 
Sth February, from the Sanitary oflcer at Bussorah, a copy of which accompanies your 
letter. 

9, T inoloso copies of (1) a letter I have received from the Commander of the 
* Lawrence"; and (2) s statement made by Mr. J.C. Gaskin, Extra Assistant Resident 
and Vieo-Consul at Bushire, who landed on the 21st January, and, in accordance with 
my directions, had an interview with Sheikh Mubarak. 

8. The entire responsibility for what they did rests with me. I foresaw that some 
attempt to stop them would be made on the grand of quarantine, and, after a 
consultation with Captain Hore, LMLS, who is in charge of the quarantine 
arrangements here, and the Commander of the “ Lawrence," decided that any protest 
mado against their landing on the ground of there being quarantine against the 
“Lawrence” should be disregarded. 

4 Larrived at this decision for the following reasons: on two similar previous 
occasions Captain ©, Baker, the Senior Naval Oftcer in the Persian Gulf, successfully 
resisted an attempt by Turkish agents to prevent his landing on the ground of 
quarantine, though his ship, the “Sphinx,” was not from an infected port; and as 
regards the official at Koweit, Captain Baker had reported that he considered ho was 
not a regular quarantine officer, but a spy. Beyond this reference to quarantine at 
Koweit by Captain Baker, no intimation had ever reached me that any arrangements 
existed at the place, and I did not think that Captain Baker's views were in support of 
‘a contention that it did. 
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Venice Convention is, of course, guided by 


Turkey hai 
ps would not have 


General Rules formulated 
put into qua 

no case of pla any 
attempt by local o! to the Tales 
af the Venice Convention, tary Board at 
Constantinople. 

‘There was nothing in the condition of Bushire, or in that of the “Lawrence,” to 
make me hesiiate about landing on the ground that we might convey disease to 
Koweit, and there was nothing to show me that regular quarantine existed, as no 
signals were hoisted, and no one came off to examine the ship. From Oxptain Baker's 
Report referred to, the parson represonting quarantine arrangements at Koweit is not 

1, and this is borne out dy the statement of Mr. Gaskin, who deseribes 
him as an ordinary Arab. 

5. In short, I came to the conclusion before communicating with the shore 
that no effective or regular quarantine existed at Koweit, and that even if it 
did, there was nothing’ in the Ttales of the Venice Convention to prevent our com- 
qnunicating with the shore, cither from the state of the port from which we had last 
Some, or of the “Lawrence.” Such being the case, 1 felt I ought not to allow 
any frivolous objections to stand in the way of my carrying out the orders L had 
received. 

©. It is, I think, quito clear from the reports af the officers who landed that no 
force whatevor was employed, and I trust that, under the circumstances: mentioned, 

sie proc ‘ax well ax ty own, may be approved. 

7 Te may perhaps not be out of place to express a hope that, if tho Turks re 
allowed to maintain quarantine at Koweit, stops may be takon to provont their 
employing it as a means to provent our communicating with the Sheikh. I gather 
that quarantine arrangements at Kowsit under the Sanitary Board at Constantinople 
will in no way imply that the Turks have any sort of jurisdiction or rights at Koweit, 
and that the independence of Koweit will not be allowed to bo prejudiced by such 
Srmangements. It will, however, be necessary to sce that this is clearly understood, 
and that the Turkish officials are mado to adliore strictly to the Regulations drawn up 
by the Venico Convention. 


Tnclosure 3 in No, 90. 
‘The Commander, RIMS." Lawrence,” to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


May 5, 1809. 

TN accordanon with your request Tavs the honour to make the followin report 
of shat oecarred at Koweit when T landed there on tho 2ist January last with 
Me. Gaskin, Viee-Consul at Bushiro, 

3 You will doubtless remember that we foresaw the pomsibility of an objection 
being male to our landing by the ‘Turks (owing to x similar attempt having 
pene ante when an officer from Her Majesty's ship “Sphinx " landed in 1898), and 
focussed the matter, when you authorizsd me not to turn back, should the durks try 
fo prevent my landing, as we did not admit their jurisdiction at, Koweit, an aa you 
weet to vikit the Sheikh without delay under onlers you had reccived, Besides 
with we know that, under the Venice Convention, there was no necessity for imposing 

varanting on the vessel under my command, ns wo had como from a healthy port, 
fashire, where she had been for months. a 

Mires hen quarantine is instituted in any port, it is customary for the authorities 
to hott sina * not to communicate,” and then to send off a Health Ofieer to examino 
to hoist ey ead to aive pratique. Neither of these customs were carried out at 
te Me bat on landing Twas confronted by a native, who informed me that the 

Nad sent him there in charge of quarantine, with orders not to allow any ono to 


For the masons given above, T followed the precedent of the course taken by 
the Senior Naval Oificer in 1808, already referred to, and persisted in landing and 
UiGeise the Sheikh; but no force whatever was employed, and none was necessary, Me 
deyond a protest no effort was male to stop us. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 90. 
Statement by Vice-Consut Gaskin. 


Lawrence" on the 21st 


WE arrived at Koweit in the Royal Ind 
wished me to go and cot 


January last, and soon afterwards the Resi 
vey his compliments to the Sheikh, expressing at the same time a hope that he might 
soon have the pleastixe of meoting: him 

I know Arabic, and visited Koweit in Septomber 1897, when T had several 
interviews with Sheikh Mubarak, and on that visit o fuirly well-dressed Arb, 
‘apparently a native of Bustorah, was pointed out to me ax being the representative of 
the quarantine authorities at Bussorah. Ife was not a dootor, and in no way interfored 
with my landing or stated that quarantine was in force there, but he followed mo 
wherever I went. 

On the occasion now referred to, I went with Commander Kendall, of tho 
“Lawrence,” in one of tho ship's boats, When wo approached the shore, the sane 
‘Amb mentioned in the above pamgmph came down to the Innding-place, and 
told us not to Ind, ax it was agaiust the orders of the Ottoman Government. 

nt hid decided that we were not to allow ourselves to be prevented 
from landing by any such protests, I told the man thnt ho had now performed his 
duty and should’ allow us to land, as there was no reason why we should not do so, 
that wo liad no plague on board the “Lawrence, and had come from a healthy 
port, Bushire, We thon landed, and he retired. “No force was used, and none was 
neoowary. 

When wo were with the Sheileh, tho Captain of tho Turkish osrvette, the “ Zohaf,” 
‘came to the Sheikh’s house, and expresied his surprise that we had Innded against 
Quarontine Regulations. 

(Signed) J. ©, GASKIN, 
tra Assistant 10 the Political Resident, Persian Gulf. 
Bushive, May 7, 1899. 





No. OL. 
India Office to Foreign Offiee—(Received June 


Sir, India Office, June 21, 1809, 
IN continuation of my letter, dated the 7th June last, relative to affairs ot 
Koweit, I am dircoted by the Sccretary of Stato for India to forward » copy of a 
otter from the Government of India, dated the Ist Juno last. 
Lam, &o. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 91. 


Government of Inilia to Lord G. Hamilton. 


= 
My Low, Simla, June 1, 1899. 
WETH reference to the correspondence ending with your Lordship's Secret 
despatch, dated the 30th March last, we have the honour to forward copies of 
further lottera from tho Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, regarding the affairs 
of Kowelt and the postion of the Sheikh. 

for 


2, We remit, for the decision of Her Majesty's Government, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Meade’s suggestion that diplomatic netion should be taken with 9 view to an carly 
understanding with the Porte in to the status of Koweit. ‘The position at 
Bussorah appears to be such that, should no understanding of this nature be arrived 
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at, serious complications may at no distant date ensue between the local ‘Turkish 
authorities and ourselves. 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) CURZON OF KEDLESTON. 

W. 8. A. LOCKHART. 

E. H. H. COLLEN. 

©. M. RIVAZ 

©. BE. DAWKINS. 

v. RALEIGH. 


Tnclosure 2 in No. 91. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meuile to Government of India, Aprit 90, 180%, 


[See Inclosure in No, 85.) 


Inclosure 3 in No. 92. 


Liewtenant-Colone! Meade to Government of India. 


(Confidential,) Bushire, May 7, 1899. 

IN continuation of my etter, dated the 80th April, I have the honour to forward, 
for the information of the Goy of India, 9 coyy of the despatch received by 
last mail, which Mr, Wratislaw, British Consul at Bussorah, has adiremed to 
Bir N, Ry O'Conor, G.O.H., Her Majesty's Aunbassador at Constantinople 

2. It will be sen from this lotter, that the reappointment of Hamdi Paxha, as 
Wali of Hussorah, is rogarded by Me, Weatislaw as Likely toaffoct the position of Sheikh 
Mubarak of Koweit, and I hear that the Yasha may ere long take up the cause of the 
nophews against their uncle, by encouraging them to obtain possession of the Fao 
estates through the Bussoral Courts. It is considered likely, too, that: Sheikh Jasim- 

phan of Kate, Yusuf-bin-Tbrabim of Dora and the Sheikhs of Shammer will bo 

ged to tako some action against Mubamk, to whom they aro hostile. 

The verdict of the Iussorah Court will probably be against Mubarak, and in that 
ease the Wali may ond troops to Fao to enforee it, should the Sheikh apply to ux for 
help, as he probably will do, I do mot think, however, that any notion will bo taken 
hofore the date harvest. 

4. AAn attack, too, on Kowait, by the Sheikhs { have mentioned is possible, and, if 
pressed hose, would give rise ton state of things there which might afford an excuse 
fo the Turks for active interference. If thoy intervened successfully, it would mean 
fan occupation by them of Koweit, from which it would be difficult, later on, to expel 
them, and I think, therefore, that~we should not only be prepared to effectually forbid 
an attack on Koweit, but should also, as recommended in my previous letter, commence 
diplomatic action with the Turkish Government, and, if possible, come to an under 
Standing with the Porte roganling the status of the Rulers of Kowoit. 

3. 1 was not aware of the recognition -by the Porte of Sheikh Mubarak, 
referral to by Mr. Wratislaw, or that he had been given the title of Kaimakam, 
Tt will, however, be seen from my telegram of the 10th September, 1807, to you, and 
from the correspondence forwanled to me under cover of your endorsement, dated the 
15th September, 1807, that previous Sheikhs appear to have received such recognition, 
which hias not, I gather, been considered as materially affecting their independence at 
Koweit itself. : 

©. AS regards the status of the present Sheikh, there is no doubt that he 
‘endeavoured, after the death of his brother, to obtain the recognition of the Sultan, and 
his overtures to us in 1897, were probably due to the fact that his nephews had 
‘obtained the support of the local Turkish authorities at Bussorah, “Had. we then been 
in » position to at once offer him our n, he would, I believe, have had no 
further dealings with the Turks: but, st that time, Her Majesty's Government were 
not disposed to bring Koweit under British protection, or to interfere with ics affairs, 
amore than was necessary for the general peace of the Persian Gulf. ‘Zhe balks 
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advances were not responded to, and he seems, in consequence, to have endeavoured to 
strengthen his position by spending money freely at Constantinople. 

7. It is possible that he has, as stated by Mr. Wratislaw, accepted the fitle of 
Kaimakam from the Turkish Government nt, Mr. Gaskin, informs 
me that the Sheikh told him, whea we went to Koweitin January, that, thor 
been offered the title, he had not aceepted it. ‘The Sheikh said’ nothing to me on the 
subject, and appeared to think that he was quite free to enter into an engagement with 
us. I do not recollect Mr. Gaskin mentioning the matter at the time, and he aj 
to have thought that it was only said to enhance the Sheikh’s own importance in the 
negotiations he was carrying on with us. I think now, however, that the offer of the 
post of Kaimakam, and the recognition by the Porte, whether accepted or not by 
Mubarak, had a good deal to say to the insistence of his brothers as to the terms of the 
protection we were to offer them. They had, no doubt, spent considerable sums in 
obtaining something from the Turks, and wore reluctant to endanger it, until they 
Know for certain what we would and could do for them. 

8, It would certainly have been more satisfactory if we could have come to an 
arrangement about Koweit in 1897, before the Sheikh was offered ‘Turkish reco 
but Cam of opinion that neither he nor his predecessors have considered that any 

ition or title bestowed by the Sultan affects their independent position nt Koweit 
itself, and that the title of Kaimakam, when accepted, hax boon chiefly rogarted as 
referring to their estates in Turkey, the possession of which is undoubtedly a source of 
weakness to them, as they are liable to be constantly harassed in regard to those 
proporties hy Turkish officials. ‘They consider, probably, that the title of Kaimae 
kam gives them an official position in return, and enables them to mect official 
attacks. Shoikh Mubarak was well aware that whatever recognition he might have 
received from the Sultan, would be of little avail if it sulted the Turks to xupport his: 
nephews against his, and he himself weleomed the opportunity of obtaining cur 
support. ‘There is.no doubt, too, that whatever may havo been done to reassure the 
Sheikh by offering him recognition and a tithe, the Turks have, for sore time, been 
waiting for a favournble opportunity to intorforo actively in Kowelt affair, with tho 
object of completely absorbing it in the Turkish Bmpire, ‘This will he tho ulterior 
object of their interference whatever side they take. 

. The questions arising out of the relations of the Sheikhs of Koweit with 
ourselves and with the Turks will have to be settled between the two Governments, 
Dut I may montion cartain points which seem to deserve attention. We have, in the 
first place, never admitted the rights of Turkey oer Koweit, and have now an agroe- 
mont with the present Ruler, to whom we have promised our good ofices.| We ean 
always make it extremely difficult for the ‘Turks to attack the place itself, but to resist 
uch an attack would moan rupture with Turkey, and involve serious consequonces, 
which Hor Majesty's Goverament would, no doubt, wish to avoid. Our interests in 
the Persian Gulf, however, make it woll nigh impossible that wo should allow Turkey 
or any other Power, of its subjects, to obtain a foothold at Kowelt, which may become 
the eastern terminus of n railway on the shortest routo to India. Its nataral 
advantages and good harbour are all such that it will affect us seriously if it over 

into other hands, and wa should be prepared to sacrifice much before we relinquish 
our intorst in the place. On the other band, however, it cannot be denied that the 
‘Turks have, for some thie, Koweit as lying within their sphere of influence, 
and that ita Shoikhs, much of whose property i fe Turkey, ave, fo some extent, 
Simnitied. that infltooee, Tho Turks lve over exercised sovereign rights. at, of 
extended their authority to, Koweit, nor have they ever had an effective occupation 
of it: but they do occupy, with our tacit consent, placos further down the Arab 
coast. oO 

10. While then we are justified in maintaining the independence of Koweit, and 
ineudenvouring to eriablish our own indluence, we must, I thiak, be prepared for much 
Opposition from Turkey, and may have some difficulty in coming to terms with her. 
Thave ventured, therefore, to recommend that negotiations with the Porte should not 
‘be delayed, and I think that, while they are pending, we should keep at least one 
gun-boat ready at this end of the Gulf, to stop any attempt by the Turkish authorities 
at Bussorah to send a force by sea. The Senior Naval Officer in the Persian Gulf should 
receive definite instructions as to the steps to be taken, under certain circumstances ; 
but this may have already heen done by his Excellency the Naval Commander-in- 
chief. Great care will be / 8 it will not be possible to interfere with the 
movement of Turkish ‘until suficient proof is fortheoming of their real destina- 
tion. Even after a fo left the Shat-el-Arab, it may be asserted that it is on its 





na 


‘way to El Katr, or some other place on the Arab coast. It is very desirabl 
attack on Koweit should be prevented ; but, at the same time, any premature collision, 
which could not be fully justified afterwanis, ought to be avoided. I do not anticipate 
any movements being made for some time to come, but the interests involved are 
considerable, and it is best to be prepared for all eventualities, One gun-boat, the 
“Lapwing,” is now in the Shat-cl-Arab, and should, I think, be kept there, or at 
Bushire, for the present. 

11. It would also perhaps be advisable to have a secret newsagent at Koweit 


on a small salary of 50 rupees per mensem to keep us informed of anything going 
on there. 


Tnclosure 4 in No. 91. 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor, April 22, 1899. 
[See Inclosure in No. 88.] 


Inclosure 5 in No. 91. 
Licutenant-Colonel Meade to Government of India. 


Bushire, May 14, 1809, 
uation of my letter dated the 7th May last, about Koweit affairs, I have 
orwanl, for the information of the Government of India, a copy of another 

letter from the Consul at Buworah to our Ambassador at Constantinople, which 
Mr. Weatisaw has sent to me, 

2, [will endeavour to ascertain the facts of the imposition of an import duty by 
Sheikh Mubarak of Koweit, and will roport again when I have obtained full inforination 
‘on the subject. ‘The Sheikh told me that he intendod to introduce a regular Qustoma 
Department, but Iwas not aware that he proposod taking any steps in that direction 
for some time to come, and his patting on an import duty against Turkish ports may 
precipitate some action against him on the part of the Turkish authorities, who arc, 
the Commander of the “Tawrenee" roports, engaged in increasing the accommoda= 
tion at Fao Fort. Tt is difficult to got nny accurate information as to what ix going 
‘on at that place, but Lieutenant-Commander Kendall xays he could see from the ship 
that there were several tents pitehed near the fort, and work of some sort was in 


3, The Sheikh of Mobammerih, who is closely connected with Sheikh Mubarak, 
told Licutenant-Commander Lambert, of Her Majesty's ship “Lapwing,” whon he 
was up the rivor a few days ago, that it was among the Turks and Arabs 
that Sheikh Mubarak had applied to the British for protection, but it wax not 
known what answer be had received. Sheikh Khazal tried to find out from Com- 
mander Lambert, who could not give him any information, The Sheikh said that 
the Turks would’ probably endeavour to ruin’ Mubarak, but would not attack him 
themselves. He thought they were endeavouring to incite various other Arab Sheikhs, 

tticalarly the powerful Sheikh of Nejd, to attack Koweit, and that troubles 
fomented in this way ere long, which wonld give the Turks an excuse for 


fis further stated that the Turks are not at present in a position to make any 
movement, as they are occupied in patting down an insurrection which has broken out 


somewhere up the river between Bussorahy and If the news is correct, it is 
not likely that an expedition against Koweit will be undertaken for some time to 
come. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 91, 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor, May 3, 1899. 
[See Inclosure 2 in No. 86.) 





No. 92. 
Tudia Office to Foreign Office.—(Recewed June 23.) 


"THE Under-Secretary of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, 
forwards herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram to 
the Viceroy, dated the 22nd June, respecting Koweit affairs. 

India Office, June 22, 1899. 


Inclosure in No. 92. 


Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 
(Telegraphic.) India Office, June 20, 1899. 
"FOUR fetter, dated the Ist June. f 
Lord Salisbury has authorized ‘O'Conor to refrain at present from warning Porte 
regarding Koweit, and to instruct Wratislaw to hint to Governor-General, Hamdi 
Pashia, when occasion offers, that an attack on Koweit would get him into trouble, He 
also desires m message should be sent to Sheikh of Koweit, enjoining caution in his 
language and actions, Pleaso arrange this. 





No, 93. 


India. Office to Foreign Office-—(Receierd July 6.) 
Sir, India Offer, July 5, 1899, 


IN continuation of provious correspondence ending with your letter of ‘the 
21st March last, on tho subject of Colonel Mt action in regard to the negotiation 
{ the Agroement with the Sheikh of Kowoit, 1 am directed by Lord George 
Hamilton to forward, for the information of the Marquess of Salisbury, a copy af 
doxpatch which his Lordship addressed to the Government of India on the subject, and 
cof hele reply. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 93. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 
(Roorut 
gy To, ‘Simla, June 8, 1899. 
WITH reference to your Lordship's Sceret despatch dated the 0th March last, 
and in continuation of our Secret despateh dated ‘the Ist Juno last, wo have the 
Honour to forward, for the information of Her Majesty's Government, a copy of a 
letter from Licutenant-Colonel Meade, recounting the circumstances in which a 
iso was inserted in the Secret Agreement with the Sheikh of Koweit, binding the 
Fieikt not to reeeive the Agent or Representative of any other Power or Government 
eo previc notion of the British Government. 
maine ‘at our Forvign Secretary's letter to which Colonel Meade replies is 
also inclosed. 
- We have, &e. 
(Signed) OURZON OF KEDLESTON. 
‘W. 8. A. LOCKHART. 
©. M. RIVAZ. 
©. E. DAWKINS. 
"T, RALEIGH. 
B. GARDINER. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 98. 
Liewtenant-Colonel Meade to Goverament of India, 


Confidential.) Bushire, May 21, 1899. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
29th Ayer last, on the subject of the Secret Agreement recently made with the Sheikh 
of Koweit, and, in doing so, I would explain, for the information of the Government 
of India, ‘that’ the clause in the Agreement by which the Sheikh promises not to 
receive the Representatives of other Powers without the sanction of the 
British Government was inserted, as I understood such to be the wish of Sheikh 
‘Mubarak himself, conveyed to me by my assistant Mr. Gaskin, who told me that the 
Sheikh did not want to have Agents from other Powers residing at Koweit, and would 
gily agree to refute his consent to such arrangements withoat a reference to the 

ish Government. 

2. Asa clause to this effect would be useful Inter on, and seemed caleulated to 
strengthen our position at Koweit—and as a similar proviso had been inserted in the 
Agrocment of the 22nd December, 1880, with Sheikh Esa, of Bahroin, ride Agreement 
No. XXXT, Aitchison's Treaties, vol. x, p.120, whien the Babroin Sheikh agreed to 
refuse permission to any other Government than the British to establish Diplomatic or 
Consular Agencies in his territory unless with the consent of the British Government 
<I thought the opportunity was good one to obtain a similar promise from Sheikh 
Mubarak, as he himself wished to givo it. 

8, Ido not think tho proviso is likaly to give riso to any trouble, as the Sheikh 
Pill tell the Turks, if they propose sending an Agent to Koweit, that he would profer 
not to have one, and he will probably be ablo to provent the appointment being made 
without any sort of referenoo to the stipulation in the Agreoment with us. In the 
meantime your instructions will he earefally attended to, and any information indi- 
cating that the Porte, or aay other Power, wishes to sond.an Agent to Koweit, will be 
eommunicated to you without delay. No action, too, will be taken in the matter 
without your instructions 

4. As Sheikh Mubarak wishes the money wo agroed to him sont vid Bahrein, 
it will be taken by the “ Lawronce,” which leaves this for Bombay on the 
20th instaut,* and. will be left cither with ths Shofkh’s Agent, or, if lin ns not yot 
returned to Bahrein, with the Residency Agent, who will in dao course make it over 
to the Shelkh’s Representative, I would request your instructions as to how this 

yyment is to be shown in. the accounts of the Bushiro Trmury ; and would suggest 
that it should appoar as a Secrot Service payment, and that the Comptroller of Indin 
‘Treasuries had better be informed tat the mouey was paid under the onlces of the 
Government of India. 

5. Mr, McDouall, Vice-Consal at Mohammerab, informs mo that there ix no 
probability of any ‘Turkish movemont being made at present against Koweit; and he 
thinks that tho rumours on the subject, which have beon current of late, havo no real 
foundation, but merely represent what people expect will happen.“ Byery one,” ho. 
writes, “‘holicves that the ‘Turks will move against Kowoit some day.” Nothing 
tangible, too, is, I believe, known.ns.to the Shoikh’s nugotintions with ourselves; but 
there sotms fo bo a general impression. that he hus been endeavouring to obtain our 
protection, and that we have not boen averse to receiving his advanoen. 

6. From information 1 have recently received, C am inclined to think that 
Sheikh Mubarak has not received any format moognition from the Sultan, or the title 
‘of Kaimakam, as mentioned in Mr, Weatislaw's letter to the Ambassador nt 
Constantinople, dated the Srl May, copy of which accompanied. my kite to you of 
the 14th instant. Tam in uring from , Wrallalaw bow ha obtained his information 
‘on the subject, and will ask him to verify ite correctness, 


‘© The “ Lawrence " us started since thin was written and taken 16,000 rupees, 
[1563] U 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 93. 
Government of India to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 


(Confidential.) Simla, April 29, 1899. 

WITH ‘reference to the correspondence ending with your telegram of the 
19th February last, regarding the Secret Agreement with the Sheikh of Koweit, 
‘am directed to inform you that Her Majesty's Government spprove the action taken 
by you in the matter. 

2. Whe Scoretary of Stato for India has obsorved that, inasmuch ax you were 
instructed to conclude an Agreement similar to that which exists with the Sultan of 
Muscat, you were not diteetly authorized to stipulate that the Sheikh should not 
receive Tepresentatives from aay Power or Government without the provious xanotion 
of the British Government. Novertheless, as the proviso lias been introduced, Hor 
Majesty's Government have decided that it shall remain in force. But I am to point 
out to you that its opertion, moro especially with regard to the relations of the 
Sheikh with the Turkish Government, will require to be very carcfally watched. 
Should circumstances arise, or appear likely to ariso, in which tho stipulation ite 
may be called in question, Tam to request that a Report may be promptly made 
to the Government of India, whose instrustions should be awaited before any ction 
is taken, 





No. 6. 


Foreign Office to Inia Offi, 
(Secrot.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, July 
WITH reference to my letter of the 17th ultimo, I am directed by the 
of Salisbury to teinsmit to you the deoypher of a telegmm from Hor Majesty's 


Ambaundor at Constantinople,” relative to the claims of the nephew of the Sheilch of 
Koweit, 
Lont Salishury proposes, if Lord George Hamilton concurs, to approve 
Bir N, O'Conot's proposed instructions to Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah. 
Tam, & 
(Signed) T. H. SANDERSON. 





0. We 
Sir N. O'Conor o the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received July 10.) 


(No. 328. Secret.) 
My Lord, Thevepia, July 5, 1890. 

ON ‘receipt of your Loriship’s telegram No. 66 of the 17th ultimo, 1 authorized 
‘Mr. Wratislaw by yph to warn, if he thought it necessary, the Vali of Bussorah 
that any molestation of the Sheikh of Koweit would be likely to involve him in 
trouble, and at the same time I told him in a private letter to let the Vali understand 
thit an expedition against Koweit would certainly be reganied with displeasure by 
Her Majesty's Government. é 

‘This warning will probably make the Vali pause if he really contemplated = 
Punitive expedition, while it will perhaps encourage him to report fully to the Sultan 
on the situation of affairs. 

‘Tn Mr. Wratislaw’s despatch No. 27, a copy of which I have the honour to 
inclose herewith to your Lordship, he says that he does not think Hamdi Pasha would 
have spoken so conddontly of the Sultan's readiness to come to a friendly and frank 
understanding with Her Majesty’s Government respecting Koweit, unless he had 
previously received authority to do so from the Sultan. Iam inclined to agree in this 
view, and T hope it may be trae, for [should be very zlad if the Vali’s representations 
induce the Sultan to broach the subject. 


* No. 27, Secret, Jaly 6, 199%. 





1% 


of forming an opinion as to what the Sultan is to do, but 

ity of his approaching me on the subject, I should be glad to 
have your Lordship’s instructions as to the Jangunge I should hold. I consider 
anything in the nature of a categorical declaration of the independence of Koweit 
would bring the discussion to s deadlock at once, and make the Sultan appeal to the 
other Ambasssdors for guidance as to his line of action, and leave the question, as far 
as we are concerned, mach in its present condition. 

It might be possible, however, to arrive at somo result if, while avoiding as far as 

ible a definite statement respecting the independence of Koweit, I said that Her 

Iajesty’s Government could not be indifferent to what passed there owing to our 
commercial and political interests in the Persian Gulf, but that if His Majesty 
formally undertook not to cede any of his rights in those parts to any other Power, 
thought it would be a satisfactory armmgement for both Governments, and be likel 
to remove any cause of uncasiness in regard to the future, 

If His Majesty decides upon speaking to me, he will be prepared for some 
proposal of this sort, and in any ease it will seem more o loss the natural consequence 
of his own remarks, and obviate somo of the objections to my broaching the 
subject. ys 

T have, &e, 
(Bigned) N. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 95. 
Consul Weatislaw to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(No, 27. Confidential.) 
Bir, Bussorah, June 8, 1890, 

I HAVE the honour to report that in the course of conversation to-day, the Vali, 
Hamdi Pasha, introduced tho subject of Koweit. 

He Informed mo that the Saltan wax much disturbed by reports concerning the 
designs of Great {ritain on that place, and that foreign Representatives at Constantinople 
(thone of Rustin, France, Germany) took every opportunity of working on bis suspicions 
and imputing to Her Majesty's Government all manner of nefarious intentions. He, 
Hamdi Pasha, was well aware how vital it wax to Groat Britain that no foreign Power 
ahonld obtain posession of this, the only decent port in the Persian Gulf, and he was 
convinced that if [7% Eacelleney would approneh the Sultan personally on the subj 
His Majesty would gladly embrace the opportunity of clearing up all misundorstandings 
and coming to an agreement satisfactory to both countries. 

_ The Vali further informed mo that he wax about to addres a Report on the subject 
of Kowelt to Constantinople, in which he would advocate a friendly undoratanding with 
Great Britain as the best solution of the diffculty, and begged me to inform your 
Excellency of hia views and intentions, I readily undertook to do #0, ¢ 

His Excellency sho states that Russia, Franee, and Germany all had designs of 
their own on Koweit. 

‘The above remarks were make quite spontancously, as Ihave hitherto avoided the 
sabject of Koweit in my interviews with Hamdi Pasha, " ‘The latter spoke so confidently 
of tho Sultan's readiness to arrive at a frank and friendly understanding with your 
Excellency that 1 am inclined to think be must have some authority other than 
personal opinion for this view of the matter. 

I propose to telegraph to your Excellency the substance of this despatch, 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) "A. C, WRATISLAW. 





No. 96. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salishury—(Received July 10,) 
(No. 330. Secret.) 
My Lord, Constantinople, July 6, 1800. 


WITH reference to my despatch No. 228, Secret, of to-day, I have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of despatch which 1 have received from Her 





76 


Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, offering proof of the official appointment by the Ottoman 
Government of Sheikh Mubarak as Kaimakam of Koweit, 
T have, &. 
(Signed) |. R. O'CONOR. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 96. 
Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O*Conor. 


(No, 26. Confidential.) 
ir, Bussorah, June 2, 1899. 
WITH reference to my despatch to your Excellency No. 1, of the 22nd April last, 
Thave the honour to forward herewith the copy of a letter which Ihave received from 
the Resident and Consul-General at Bushire, throwing doubt on my statement that Sheikh 
Mubarak was appointed by the Sultan as Kaimakam of Koweit, and also a copy of my 
reply thereto, 
Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A. C. WRATISLAW. 


Tuolosure 2 in No, 96. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Meade to Consul Wratislaw. 


(No. 240. Confidential.) 
Bir, Bushire, May 30, 1899. 

WITH reference to your lettor No. 23, dated the Sed instant, to the address of th 
Ambasador at Constantinople, I have the honour to request that you will kindly let me 
know how you obtained your information that Sheikh Mubarak has received formal 
recognition from the Sultan and been given the title of Kaimakam, 

1 did not know that formal rocognition and appointment as’ Katmakam had been 
carriod out as reganis Mubarak, and as other information Lhare does not point to ig, T 
should be obliged if yon will kindly verify ita correctness as far as you can, and let me 
now tho result, 

Lhave, &e 
(Bigned) M. J. MBADB. 


Tnolasure 3 in No. 96, 


Consul Weatistaw to Lieutenant-Colonel Meade. 
(Confldential.) 
Sir, Bussorah, June 2, 1899, 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, 
requesting me to iuform you how I obtained my information that Sheikh Mubarak bad 
received formal recognition by the Snitan and been given the title of Katmakam, and 
to slate, in reply, that my information ix based oo a Report of the Dragoman of this 
‘Consulate, dated the Sth December, 1897, and filed in my archives to the following 
effect ;— 

“A telegraphic communteation wax réccived by Moubsin Pasha (then Acting Vali) 
four or fivo days ago, trom the Sublime Porte, stating that an Imperial Tradé had been 
Sewd sanctioning the sppointment of Sheikh Mubarak-el-Sabah ss official Kaimakam 

weit," 

Further, Mubarak’s namo is given as Kaimakam of Koweit in the official Salname 
(Almanack) of the Vilayet of Bussorah amongst the other Government functionaries of 
the vilayet ; his correspondence with the ‘Turkish authorities is addressed to him as 
Kaimakam ; and he receives 150 karas of dates per annum from the Turkish Govern- 
ment in lien of talary, as did his predecessors. 

T have, &o. 


(Signed) "A. O. WRATISLAW. 





7 
No. 97. 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O'Conor. 


Foreign Office, July 11, 1899. 
NIGATED to the Secretary of State for India copies of your Excel- 
Tency's despatches No. 52 of the 16th February, and No. 59, of the 16th February, 
relative to the landing of a party from Her Majesty's ship “Lawrence,” at Koweit, on 
the 2ist January last, under instructions from the British Resident at Bushire, not 
mithstanding tho protest of an Arab who represented himself to be acting under the 
‘orders of the Ottoman Sanitary authorities. 
I transmit to you herewith a copy of a letter from the India Office, inclosing a 
Report by Colonel Meade on the matter.* 
Your Excelleney is authorized to inform Dr. Dickson that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment consider Colonel Meade's explanations to be satisfactory. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





No. 98. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign 0} 2, 

WITH reference to my lotter of the 17th altimo Tum directed by the Marquess 

‘of Salisbury to transmit to you a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's Ambassador 

at Constantinople, on the subject of Kowei aera 

to request that Lond George Hamilton will favour Lord Salisbury with his 
observations on Sir N. O'Conor’s despatch. 

Tam, 
(Signed) H. SANDERSON. 





India Office to Foreign Ofc 


Sir, India. Office, July 14, 1890. 
1 AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the recelpt of your 
dated the Gth July, inclosing «telegraphic despatch, dated the 6th July, from 
O'Conor. The instructions, which Sir N. O'Gonor propasea to give, room to the 
Secreiars of State for India tobe judicious, and deserving of approval 
am, &o, 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





No, 100. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received July 19.) 


Sir, India. Office, July 18, 1899, 

1 AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter, dated the 12h Jaly, inviting an expression of his one's ‘ews. upon the 
Janguage which Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople should adopt if the subject 
‘of Koveit is broached by the Sultan, aoe ; 

The Secretary of Siate for India recognizes the difficulties to which a declaration of 
the independence of Koweit might give rise, and the advantages which, for the moment, 
might be gained by a formal undertaking that Turkey shall not cede any of her rights in 


Neal. t No.95, 
fies] a 
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the Persian Gulf to any other Power except the British. But it must be borne in mind 
that our engagement to extend good offices to the Sheikh and his successors, so long as 
he adheres to his agreement not to receive the Agents of any other Power, or to code or 
assign any part of his territories, proceeds upon the assumption that the Sheikh is 
independent of Turkey, and is entitled to seck British protection. ‘There seems then, 
‘eonsidernble risk in adopting any course which would admit any territorial right of 
Turkey in Koweit, and so far compromise British action in the event of the Sheikh 
appealing to us for our zood offices under the Agreement lately conclude approved 
by Her Majesty's Government, 

Under these circumstances, Lord George Hamilton would express the opinion that, 
whatever language Sir N. O’Conor may be instrueted to employ, it should in nowise be 
such a8 to hamper the British Government in giving effect hereafter to the obligations 
incurred under the Agreement, if the oceasion for such action should arise. 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) A. GODLEY. 





No. 101. 
‘The Marqueas of Salisbury to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(Telegraphic) P. Foreign Office, July 19, 1808, 
THAVE reocived your Excellency’s telegram No. #7, Secret, of the Oth instant 
respecting the request of a brother of the Sheikh of Koweit for the good offices of Her 
Majesty's Consul at Buysorah in n question of inheritance. 
L approve the instructions whioh you propoto to send to Mr. Wratislaw. 


No, 102, 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received July 24.) 


(No, 248, Beart 
ry Lord, Therapia, Fuly 19, 1899. 
WITH reference to my despatch No, 390, Seeret, of the Gth instant, I have the 
honour to transmit to your Lordship herewit ‘of despatch which I have received 
from Her Majesty’ Consul at Bussorah stating that he has been furnished by the Vali 
with a Memorandum showing the amount of the salaries drawn by the subordinate 
Governors of the vilayet amongst whom tho name of the “ Kalmakam of Koweit ” appears. 
‘Phe object of the Vali's communication was, no doubt, to show the dependence of 
the Sheikh upon Turkey. 
Thave, &e. 


(Signed) N. R. OCONOR. 


Inclosure in No, 102, 


Consul Weatislaw to Sie N. O'Conor. 


(Xo. 28) 

ir, Bussorah, June 5, 1899, 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 26 of the 2nd instant, I have the honour to 

report that since that date I bave been furnished by the Vali with a Memorandum 

showing the salaries drawn by the Mutessarifs and Kaimakams in this vilayet, amongst 


whom the Kaimakam of Koweit figures for 2,806 pinstres per month. I presume, there- 
fore, that the payment in dates has been suppressed. 
L have, &e. 
(Signed) "ALC. WRATISLAW. 





cc) 
No. 108. 


‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 180) 
Sir, reign Office, July 
WITH reference to your Exeellency's despatch No, 328, Secret, of the 
I transmit to you herewith, for your guidance, a copy of a lotter from the Indi 
containing observations as to the course to be pursued with i oweit, and as te 
to be held by your Excellency, should the subject be broxched by the 


Tanthorize you to upeak in the sonse proposed in your above-mentioned despatch, 
if the occasion offers, subject to the limitations indicated in the letter from the India 
Office. 
Tam, &. 
(Signed) "SALISBURY. 





No. 104. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury—{Received August 21.) 


¢ 402. Secret.) 
My Loni, Therapia, Aujust Vi, 1809, 

T HAVE the honour to report that, in obedience to the directions contained in 
your Lordship’s telagram No. 78 of the 31st ultimo, I at once insteucted or Majesty's 
Gonsul at Bussorah to communicate directly with Her Majesty's Consul-General “at 
Bashiro on matters connected with Koweit, by the best means at his disposal, a 
to report at once to the Viceroy of India should any emergency arise xq) 
diate action. 

Mr. Wratislaw states, in roply, that according to official information which he hus 
received, communication in cypher between il Her Majesty's 
Consulate-General at Bagdad is forbidden, though it is permitted with Her Majest; 
Constl-General at Bushire and with the Viceroy of India. 

Mr, Wratislaw, will, I am sure, keop Colonel Meade regularly and promptly 
informed on any matter respecting Koweit. At the same time I yentute to think it 
would bo in the general interest to instract Colonel Meade to give Mr. Wratislaw any 
information which may come to his knowledge. Apart from the importance to 
Mr. Wratislaw of knowing what is passing, it will enable him to control the informa- 
tion and to obtain further news and place him in a position to give carly and 
trustworthy information to the Viceroy of India and to Hor Majesty's Embassy 

Thave, be. 
N. R, O'CONOR. 





No. 105, 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Satishury.—(Reevived August 26,) 


(No. 38.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. . Constantinople, Auyust 26, 1899, 

T HAVE the honour to report, with reference to my despatch No, 381 of the Srd 
instant, that Tam informed by Her Majesty's Consul at Basra, that instructions have 
hoen received by the Vali to appoint s Harbour-master for the port of Koweit. 

[ have communicated this information to the Government of India, 








so 


No. 106. 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


Foreign Office, August 30, 1899. 
.cted by tho Marquess of Salisbury to tranauit to you, to be laid 
before Lord G. Hamilton, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's Ambassador at 
Constantinople,® reporting that he has instructed Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah 
to communicate directly with Ter Majesty’s Consul-General at Bushire on matters 
connected with Koweit by the best means at his disposal, and also to report at ones to 
tho Viceroy of India should any emergeney arise requiring immediate action. 

Sit N: O'Conor is of opinion that it would be advisablo to instruct Her Majesty's 
Resident in the Persian Gulf to give Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah any informa- 
tion which may come to his knowledge, and I'am to suggest that instructions should 
be sent to Colonel Meade in the sense proposed by his Excellency. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signed) FRANCIS BERTIE. 





No, 107. 
India Office to Foreign Office—(Received September 2. 


WITTE reformnce to Foreign Office letter of the 26th August, the Under-Secretary 
of Stato for India presents his conspliments to the Under-Secretary of State for 
Foreign Aflairs, and, by diwetion of Lord Georgo Hamilton, forwards. herewith, for 
the information of the Secretary of State, copy of a telegram from the Viocroy 
regarding the reported appointment of 2 Harbour-master at Koweit and dispatch of 
‘troops and artillery to Bussoral 

India Office, September 2, 1800. 


Inclosure in No. 107. 


Government of India to Lord G. Hamilton. 


(Telographie. September 2, 1899. 

G'CONON’S telegram about Turkish Harbour-master for Koweit. 

Meade will report fully after communicating with Sheikh. 

Meade telegraphs, the 31st August, that he hears four infantry regiments and a 
Yattery of artillay are on the way to Bissorah, bat it i not known if they are coming 
in relief. 





No. 108. 
India Office to Foreign Offce.—(Received September 5,) 


WITH reference to Foreign Office letter of the 30th August, the Under-Secretary 
of State for India presents his compliments to the Under-Secretary of State for Foreign 
“Alfairs, and, by direction of Lord George Hamilton, forwanis herewith, for the informs 
tion of the Sccretary of State, copy of a telegram to the Viceroy, dated the Ind 
September, regarding affairs in the Persian Gulf. 

India Office, September 4, 1899. 





81 
Tnclosure in No. 108. 
Lord G. Hamilton to Government of India. 


(Melegraphic.) India Office, September 2, 1899, 
MY telegram of the Ist August. 
Meade should be instracted to keep Consul at Bussorah supplicd with any 
information he may receive about Koweit, or other important matters affecting that 


Consulate. 





No. 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury —(Received September 6.) 


(Telegraphie.) P. Constantinople, September 6, 1800. 

T HAVE this morning received the following telegram from Hor Majesty's Consal 
at Basra: 

“The Harbour-master of Basra left for Kowoit yesterday to act ax Harbour-master 
of that port (cide my telegram of the 25th August), 

© Ik is roported that an Ottoman customs will be established at Koweit by the 
Customs Inspector from Bagdad who is now here.” 





No. 110. 
India Office to Foreign Office:—(Received September 7.) 


Sir, Inilia Office, September 7, 1890. 

I AM directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge receipt of your lottor 
of the 20th ultimo, incline a copy of « telegram from Hr Majesty's Ambaxador nt 
Constantinople reporting that the Vali of Bussorah hns received inxtructions to appoint 
a Harbour-master at Koweit 

Tn reply, T am direoted to request that you will deaw the attention of the 

Marquess of Salisbury to Sir Arthur Godley’s lotter of tho 18th July Inst; and, in 
ow of the embarrassinont which may hereafter bo caused by acquiescence in such an 
ercie of the rights of sovereign am to miggest, for Lord Salisbury’s 
consideration, whether the time has not now arrived when the ‘Turkish Government 
should be informed that Her Majesty's Government have entered. into engagements 
with the Chiof of Koweil ax an independent Ruler, and that they are not disposed to 
recognize any infringement of that independence, 

Should this course not commend itself to Lont Salisbury, Lord George Hamilton 
is of opinion that it would, at any rate, be advisable to give ish Government 
to understand that the anthority of a Harbour-mastor or other official, appointed by 
the Vali of Bussorah, at Koweit, could not be recognized by Hor Majesty's Govern. 
ment. 


HORACE WALPOLE. 





Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received. September 8.) 

(No. 39.) 
(Telegraphic) P. Constantinople, September 8; 1899, 

MR. WRATISLAW telegraphs from Past to-day with reference to his telegram of 
the Sth September, repeated to sour Lordship in my telegram No. 35 of the 6th instant, 
that he learns that’ the miliiary authorities are strongly in favour of occupying Koweit 
with an effective foree. 

He adds that the Harbour-master sent from the Koweit to Basra has returned, his 
landing having been forbidden by the Sheikh. 

Thave informed the Viceroy. 





{1503} 





No. 112. 


The Marquess of Salisbury to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(No. 87.) 
(Telegraphic.) P. Forcign Office, Seplember 8, 1899. 

TILE appointment of a Harbour-master and establishment of a custom-house at 
Koweit are not matters whie an recognize us depending upon the Porte. 

Having regard to your te 6th, it might be as well that you 
should lose no time in Warnin, mment that Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment, while having themselves no designs on Koweit, have friendly relations with the 
Sheikh of that place. Purther, that a very inconvenient and disagreeable question 
would be raised if an attempt were made to establish Turkish authority or customs 
control at Koweit without previous agreement with Her Majesty’s Go ent, 





No. 113. 


Foreign Office to Admiralty. 
(Confidential.) lig: Z 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 9, 1899. 

TAM directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to transmit to you, to be laid before 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the accompat telegraphic corre- 
spondence with Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople expecting the intention 
of the Porte to appoint a Harbour-master at Koweit.® 

‘Their Lordships will remember that this place was reported in Sir N. O’Conor's 
dospatoh No. 851, of the 3rd ultimo (communicated to you on the 24th), to be one 
of naval stations on the Persian Gulf which the Turkish Government intended to 
‘establish, 

Tt will be secon from the inclosed telegrams that the Harbour-mastor at Bussorah 
was sont by the Turkish Governmont to act in that capacity at Koweit, but that the 
Sheikh rofusod to allow him to land, Tt also appears that the Turkish military 
authorities are strongly advocating the military occupation of Koweit. 

The Sheikh of Koweit ix rogurded by Her Majesty's Government as an ind 
dent Chief with whom they are in friendly relations, and Lord Salisbury is of opinion, 
after consultation with the Secretary of State for India, that it is desirable that one of 
Her Majesty's ships should bo sont to Koweit for the protection of the Sheikh against 
any acts of overt aggression by the Turkish authorities. 

I am ncconlingly to request you to more the Lords Commissioners to make 
immodiate arrangements secordingly if they should see no objection. 

Tam, &c. 
(Signel) °‘T, H. SANDERSON. 





No. 114, 
Foreign Office to India Office. 


{oonfdentinl) 
‘ir, Foreign Office, September 9, 1899. 
WITH reference to my letter of the Sth instant, inclosing telegraphic 
correspondence ‘Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople respecting the 
‘attempt of the Porte to appoint 9 Harbour-master at Koweit, Iam directed by the 
fies of Salisbury to state, for the information of the Secretary of State for 
India, that he hias requested the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send one of 
Her Majesty's ships to Koweit for the protection of the Sheikh against any aots of 
overt agression by the Turkish authorities. ; 
Lord Salisbury understands that this course is in accordance with Lord George 
Hamilton's views. a 


1. H. SANDERSON. 


Tam, 
(Signed) 





Now, 105, 102, 111, and 113, 





15. 
India Office to Foreiyn Office. —(Received September 11.) 


India Office, September 11, 1899. 

M directed by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 
the 9th September, stating that the Marquess of Salis requestad the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to send one of Her Majesty's ships for the protection 
of the Sheikh of Koweit against any acts of overt aggression by the ‘Turkish 
authorities. 

In reply, I am to say that Lord George Hamilton concurs in the course followed 
by Lord Salisbury, and to inclose a copy of a telegram which he has dispatched to the 
Viceroy on the subject. 

am, &e. 


I . 
(Signed) HORACE WALPOLE. 


Inclosure in No. 115. 
Lord G. Hamitton to Government of India, 
India Office, September 9, 1899, 
Admiralt 


overt ngression. 
Inform Resident. 





No. 116. 
Sie N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received September 11.) 


(No. 40.) 
) 2. Constantinople, September 11, 1809. 
: Majesty's Consul telegraphs from Basta under date of the Sth September, ax 
follows : 

“Thad a confidential conversation with the Vali to-day on the subject of the alleged 
military designs on Koweit, ‘Though his Execllency refused at first to ndmit that he 
knew anything of these plans, his denials were faint, and he finally allowed that my 
information was accurate. I thereupon expressed a hope that he would use his influence 
to discourage such a step which would. probably lead to. complications in the future, for 
any hostile attompt on Koweit could not fail to be regarded with grave dissatisfaction by 
Her Majesty's Government, 

‘The Vali answered that the military authorities were entirely beyond his control, 
‘and that his advice was not asked in the matter. He admitted that in 1807 he had 
expressed himself in favour of the effective occupation of Koweit, and his advice in that 
senise was recorded in writing. He added that, although cireumstances had doubtless 
changed since that time, be still believed that it was in the interest of Her Majesty's 
Government that the Turkish Government should be in position firmly to control 
Koweit rather than that the place should be the object of the machinations of Powers 
‘other than Great Britain and possibly hostile to her. 

“So far as I can learn there is no immediate danger of any decisive move being made 
in the matter for the present, x . ‘ 

“The Vali, who begged that his remarks might be treated as confidential, again 
assured me that he considered a full understanding between Her Majesty's Government 
land the Porte on the subject of Koweit not only possible but desirable.” 
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No. 116". 


Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salishury—(Received September 12.) 


Constantinople, September 12, 1899. 
ph 


With reference to your Londship’s telegrams No. 87 of Sth September and No, 89 
of 10th September, the Minister for Foreizn Affairs has made the following statement 
to mo, which he authorizes me to communicate to your Lordship. 

‘The Lmperial Government have no intention’ of establishing a Custom-house at 
Koweit, nor of occupying that place with a military force, ‘They gave no instructions 
respecting the appointment of c E a sont by 
the Minister of Marine tive. 

Whatever action the Turkish Government may contemplate in connection with 
Koweit, wo shall have ample time to counteract it. It seems to me, therefore, that it 
ix not in our interest to raise the question now, but to keep a carofal watch on the 
procecdings of the ‘Turks while we give our agreement with the Sheikh time to 
mature, 

In view of theso considerations, I doubt whothor it is oxpediont to send a gun-boat 
to Kowit at this moment, more especially Sultan scems indisposed to sanotion 
the Grand Vizlor’s promise respecting the towing of Messrs. Lynch's barges, and we 

to make some show of force to. secure its fulfilment. 


No. 117. 


Foreign Office to Admiralty 

(Contdential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, September 13, 1809, 

WITH reference to your letter of the Uth instant, Tam directed by the 
Marquess of Salisbury to transmit, for tho information of tho Lords Commnissiosiors of 
the Admiralty, the ‘necompanying decyphes am. from Hor Majesty's 
‘Ambussidor af Coustentinople with requad to aflaes at Koweit® 

‘Their Lordships will observe that in the presat cireurnstances Sir N. O'Conor 
doubts the expediency of sending a ship of war to Koweit, and Tam accordingly to 
suggest that, if the Torda Commissioner sce no objection, Her Majesty’s ship 
“Sphinx” should simply call at that port and 9 on, with mt making any stay. 

in, Ke. 


(Signed) ‘T, 1. SANDERSON. 





No.118. 


Admiralty to Foreign Offier—( Received September 15.) 


{Gonsitental) 

ir, Admiralty, September 14, 1899. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 1th instant. and. its-inclosures, Lm 

commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to request you will inform 

the Seeretnry of State that, in compliance with his wish, telegraphic instructions were 

sent yesterday to the Commander-in-chief on the East: Indies: Station: for- Her 

Majesty's ship “Sphinx” merely to call at Koweit and not make any stay there at 

e 


present 
Tam, &e. 
EVAN MACGREGOR 
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No. 119. 
Sir N. O'Canor to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received September 20.) 


(No. 424. Secret.) 

Constoutinople, September 13, 1809. 

enee to my telegram No. 27, Secret, of the 5th Jnly Inst, L have the 
honour to transmit herewith copy of a despatch from Hor Majesty's Consul at 
Bussorah, containing information which may serve to elucidate the respective claims 
of the descendants of Sabah, the late Sheikh of Koweit, to the property in dispute at 
Feo, and reporting 4 conversation with the Vali of Bussorah, in which Mr. Wratislaw 
expressed the hope that Hamdi Pasha would soon be able to artive at an equitable 
settlement of the question, which was one to which Her Majesty's Government were 
not indifferent. 
Thave, &e, 
(Signed) N. R. O'VONOR. 


Inclosure in No. 119. 


Consul Wratislaw to Sir N, O'Conor. 
(No. 36. Secret.) 
Sir, Busioroh, July 28, 1890. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 34 of the 15th instant, I have the honour to 
report that on reecipt of your Exocllency’s telegram of tho 22nd instant T at once 
endeavoured to put myself into communication ‘with Hamoud, the younger brother 
of Sheikh Mubarek, of Koweit, I found, however, that he had not roturnod 
to Busorah, and that he was understood to have gone back to Koweit after visiting 
some of the Sbeikh’s property down the river. I have no doubt, however, that ho will 
hear L have been inquiring after him from Abdul Latif, who brought hir mosnge to 
me, and that tho Sheikh will thus understand that I was ready to take an interest in 
hiv case. 

1 have not thought it advisable to communicate with cither of them by 
lotter. 

I called on the Vali on the 26th instant, and introducing the subject of the 
division of the Koweit inheritance, expreseed to his Excellency tho hope that he would 
soon be able to arrive at nn equitable scttlemont, as this was n question to which Her 
Majesty's Government were not indiffermnt, Hamdi Pasha replied that he should like 
nothing better than to wind up the affair, as the continual tolograms he received from 
Constantinople, in consey rence of the nephews’ appeals, eave him constant headaches. 
But be found it quite impousible to como to any: just arrangement with Muburck, who 

ranted to keop practically all for himself, and give the nophews a mere pittance, His 

t proposals wero to give the latter £ ‘I. 600 a-year out of the Fao propert 
produce £T, 15,000 n-year, and also Jot them have the small property at Kou 
nearer Bussorah. ‘The latter is registered in the name of the late Sheikh Mohatmed 
Pasha, while the Fuo property is still in the name of Sheikh Sabah, the fathor and 
predecessor of Mohammed and Mubarek, 

T asked hia Excelleney if it was not a fact thot the nephows hnd enters a suit ia 
the Sheri Court against Mubarck for the recovery of their shares, and he ropliod that 
that was so, but the Shoikh bad declined to filo an answer to it, 

‘The Vali did not tell me, but I hear from elsowhero that he hns sent one Abdulla. 
¢l-Moshri to Koweit to negotiate afresh with Muburek on this question. 

It is very difficult to make any susgcst ‘as to what would be an equitable 
division of the property. As your Excellency is aware, the law governing real 

operty in Turkey 3 fer from simple, and even had I. complete knowledge of i,t 
is doubtful whether I am in full possession of the {nots of the ease. Even tho 
existence of Hamoud was unknown to me till he appeared at Bussorah, and in view of 
the enormous harems kept up by the Arab aristocracy of this district, it is quite 
possible that there may be other claimants yet for shares in the succession. ‘The Fao 
property was originally stolen by the Shih Sabah from another family, and is still 
registered iu his name. He was succeeded by his son Abdulla, who died a natural 
death (apparently leaving no heirs). Abdulla Was succeeded by his brother Mohammed, 
who was — Kaimakem and Pasha by the Sultan. Mobammed was mutdered by 

(156s, % 





Mubarek, along with another brother, Jerrah, and thore are still two other brothers, 
Jabir and Hamoud, who adhere to Mubarek. The claimants at Bussorah are three 
cous of Mohammed and one son of Jerrah. 

If Abdulla left no heirs, it would scem that the Fao property should be 
into five parts, one for cach brother or his heirs, which would give the nephe 
two-fifths, or £T. 6,000 a-year instead of £7. 600, as offered by Muba 
property at Kout-el-Zein, anid also, I believe, another small place at Gerdilan, being in 
Mohanimed’s name, should deseend to his sons. But these are, I understand, of quite 
secondary import 

All the estates, in undo are obviously under the 
jurisdiction of the Turkish Courts, and the Porte hav Mubarek with surprising 

noss in allowing him to laugh at the Tribunals and appropriate all the reveaues 

L the properties for himself during three years. It is doubtful, however, whether 

algence will be continued in future, and it would, indeed, be most unjust 
towards the nephews. 

T should add that Hardi Pasha expressed some surprise when I mentioned the 
intorost which Fler Mnjosty’s Government take in the question, and I explained to 
him thn¢ Great Britsin’ could be indifferent to nothing which went on in the Porvian 
Gulf, where our intormsts are considerable, His Excolloncy replied that ho was aware 
of this, and went on to enlarge on the importance of Kowelt and the comparativo 
exoollonc harbour, 

£ have not vot had an opening {or administering a warning to the Vali personally 

ny hoatile netion t Mubarck. ‘fo the best of my belief, his Excellency 
wat prevent, and T venture to suggost that I might be allowed to 
withhold the warning {ill I see indications of ite being necessary. Hamdi Pasha ia 
very touchy and short-tompered, and would certainly reveut anything in the nature of 
an undewrved threat 
T have, &o. 
(Signed) A ©. WRATISLAW. 


No, 120. 
Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received September 20,) 


(No. 440. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Therapia, September 13, 1899. 

UPON visiting the Ministee for Forvign Affairs on the 11th instant, and aftor 
cr ideration, [ thought it well to take the opportunity prosented, by the appoint- 
ment of a Harbour-master at Koweit to warn hix Exoollency in thé sense of your 
Lorilship's telegram No, 87 of the 8th instant. 

T said that in viow of the preponderant intorests of Her Majesty's Government 
in tho Porsian Gulf we could not look with indifference on what passed at Koweit, 
with whose Ruler Her Majesty's Government entertained very friendly relations, and 
that, therofoe, Her Majesty's Govemment could not approve of the Sublime Forte 
imposing, without previous. consultation, Ottoman officials upon the Sheikh, and still 
less of attempting to establish thero, ax had beon recently roported, a eustom-house or 
sending an armed force, Such proceedings were highly inexpedient, and as Her 
‘Majesty's Government had on their part no aggressive intentions, I advised his Exocl- 
Tonoy to avoid any steps calculated to raise a Koweit question. 

wzrved that it would be impolitic to do $0, and authorized me to 
inform your Lontship that as the Sheikh of Koweit had refused to receive the Ottoman 
Harbour-master lately sent there by the Minister of Marine or Naval Commandant of 
Bossorah without instructions from the Imperial Government, no further attempt 
‘would be made to insist upon the appointment. 

As togunied the rumoured establishment of an Ottoman customa-house at that 
port or the dispatch of a military expedition, he could assure me the Government liad 
no such intention, and upon my asking whether he authorized me to make this state 
ment to Hor Majesty's Government he replied in the affirmative. 

His Excellency then went on to say that in 1897 the Vali of Bussorah had 
proposed to send an ition against the Sheikh of Koweit, Mubnrek, and to station 
a military force there, but that the Sultan had refused his sanction on the ground that 
the Sheikh possessed very little influence or territory, and that it was not worth the 
risk or expense. 
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T informed his Excellency that I would communicate the assurances he had given 
to me to your Lordship, and I had the honour of doing so in my telegram No, 41 of 


the 12th instant. 
T have, &e. 
(Signed) N. RB. O'CONOR. 





No. 121. 
Sir N. O'Conoy t0 the Marquess of Salisbury —(Received September 20.) 


(No, 442. Confidential.) 
My Ton, Therapia, September 14, 1 

IN continuation of my despatch No, 440, Confidential, of yesterday, I have the 
honour jour Lontship that Anthopoulo Pasha called upon me again this 
morning with another message from the Sultan to the following effect :-— 

His Imperial Majesty was much disturbed by the observations I had mado 
Monday, the 11th instant, to the Minister for Foreign Affairs in reference to Koweit, 
His Majesty thought there must be some misunderstanding ax to the tonour of my 

ho could not believe that Her Majesty's Government desired to interfere 
ty of action in regard to measures which he might take in ‘Turkish 
he Poraian 


the 


Ottoman 

ceasity, I added that Her Majesty's riendly relations 
with the Sheikh of Koweit, and that wo could not be indifferent to, oF pass without 
notice, any hostile action taken against him, 

Tavoided the dircot issue of the territorial dependency of the Sheikh, as [ saw 
nothing to be gained by miising the quostion bofore it was absolutely necessary, but 1 
endeavoured to leave no doubt on his Exeelloncy’s mind that wo rogarded hin position 
with uliar interest. I snid that I considered it better to be quite outspoken, and 
that [thought it would be wall if he repeated my observation 10 Ilis Majesty, ax in 
such matter it was in the long tin better and more politic to be quite frank. 

I added that the nppointmont to which Her Majesty's Government had taken 
exception was that of Harbour-master of Kowet, and’not of Katmakam, which had 
not been: mentioned between us. 

His Excellency did not seem very pleased at the mission intrusted to him, 
or satisfied with my answer, but he said that he must return at once to Yildiz 
to report to the Sultan. I have no doubt. he will attempt to soften and smooth over 
matters, and give a pleasant gloss to my language, which will allay the anxiety of the 
Sultan, 

T would not trouble your Lordship with this rport as the Minister for Forwign 
Affuirs has requested mé to call upon him this afternoon, no doubt on the same 
subject, were it not thst the messenger is just leaving, and the report: of my interview 
with Towfik Pasha will be too late for this mail. 

T have, &e. 


(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR. 











No. 122, 


Foreign Office to India Office. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, 

WITH reference to the letter from tl 
instant, Tam directed by the Marg 
hefore the Secretary of State for India, the accompanying copies of tees despatches 
from Her Majestys Ambassador at Constantinople with regard to atfairs in Kow 

Lord Salisbury proposes, if Lord George Hamilton concurs, to approve the 
language held by Sir N. O’Conor to the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs and to 
Anthopoulo Pasha, as reported his despatches Nos. 440 and 442 of the 13th and 
14th instant. 

am, &e, 


FRANCIS BERTIE. 


the 6th July last and the Sth 
jo transmit to you, to be laid 


x 
(Signed) 





No, 123. 
Sir N, O'Conor a the Marquess of Salishury—(Received October 2.) 


(No. 443, Confidential.) 

My Tord. ‘Therapia, September 16, 1899. 
IN continuation of my immediately preceding despatch of yestorday’s dato I have 

the honour to report to your Lordship that, at the request of the Ministor for Porcign 


subjects Nis Excellency said thnt he had reported to 
His Imperial Majesty the communication made to him on the 11th isstant In regard 
to Koweit, whereupon His Luperial Majesty had told him to see me at once and to 
inquire whether the attitude and Jangunge of Her Majosty’s Government in this matter 
was not instigated by receipt of information that another Power was intriguing in those 
parts against Darke; 

His Excellency said he had replicd that T had not alluded to any forvign intrigues 
during my interview with him, but that [is Imperial Majesty nevertheless desired him 
to ask me tho question. 

Ilis Bxcellen t on to say, partly from the Sultan and partly on his own 
aceount, that Turkish so nly over the Nojd had been frequently asserted and 
invariably recognized, that in 1807 the Sultan had interforred to prevent the Sheikh 
Tnssim continuing his attacks upon Koweit, as His Majesty desired to preserve peaoo 
and quiet in those rogions, and that it would never do to allow this line of country to 
io divided one past from the other, 

I replied that he was quite right in tolling His Majosty that I had not alluded to 
any forvign Power in my conversation with him on the 12th instant, but that the 
‘Turkish claim of sovereignty on this coast was indefinite, and na to bo hoped that 
the Turkish Gorernment would not interfere with the Sheikh of Koweit, with whom 
Her Majesty's Governmont had peculiarly friendly rulations. 

1 reminded his Excellency that in 1853 Lond Granville, then Minister for Forvign 
Affairs, had informed Ruste: Pasha, in. connection with some pending dificulty, that 
the Turkish right of sovereignty ovor the El Katar Coast had never becn admitted by 

sty's Government, and that I thought the Ottoman Government would dy 
a question now about Koweit. 
ency signified that ho agroed in this view. 

[thought it well to inform his Excellency of the message conveyed to me yester- 
day from the Sultan by Anthopoulo Pash, and reported to your Lordship in my 

itch No. 442 of the 14th instant. His Excelleny listened with attention, but 

no confirmatory statement respecting the Sultan's readiness to co-operate under 
cortiin. contingencies with Her Majesty's Government by armed force in protecting 
British interests in those parts, 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) "-N. R. O'CONOR. 





© Now, 115, 116, and 117, 
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No. 124. 
Sir N. O'Conor to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received September 29,) 


Therapia, September 25, 1309. 

I HAVE reecived a telegram from Her Majesty's Consul at Bussorah, of which 
the following is a paraphrase = 

“Vali has received instructions ‘from the Grand Vizier to appoint a native of 
Koweit as Harbour-master there instead of Turk, 

“A small party of officers and soldiers has gone to Zobeir. This party has 
Probably heen sent in order to survey the road to Koweit, although their ostensible 
“object is to visit a shrine.” 

‘The appointment of a native of Koweit as Harbour-master after the Sheikh’s 
refusal to accept the official sent from Bussorah, and the reported surveying of the 
Toad show the determination of the Vali to assert Ottoman sovereignty, and, if neoes- 
sary, to send an armed forve to reduce the Sheikh to obedience, 

‘These arrangements were male previous to my communication to the Minister 
for Forvign Affairs of the 11th September. 

Thave, &. 
(Signed) N. R. O'CONOR, 





No. 1 
India Offce to Foreign Office—(Received October 4.) 


India Office, October %, 1890. 
TAM desired by Lord George Hamilton to acknowledge the receipt of your lotter 
hh Soptember, with regard to Koweit affairs, and to acquaint you, for the 
ion of the Secretary of State for Foreign Afthirs, that his Lordship coneurs in 
‘the Marquess of Salinbury’s proposal ta appro Innguage held by Sir. N. O'Conor to 
tho Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs and to Anthopoulo Pasha, as roported in: his 
dospatchos Nos. 440 and 442 of the 13th and 14th Septambor. 
Tom, &o, 
(Signed) HORAGR WALPOLE. 





No, 126; 


‘The Marquees of Salisbury to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 229.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, October 7, 1899, 

I HAVE received you dospatelies Nos. 440 and 442 of the 13th and 1th ultimo, 
reporting conversations which-you haye had with the Minister for Forign Affairs 
and with Anthopoulo Pasha on the subject of Kowoit. 

‘The language held by your Excolloney.on these occasions is approved by Hor 
Majesty's Government, 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) "SALISBURY. 


No. 127, 
Sir ‘Ns O'Conor 40 the Marquess of Salishury.—(Reeeived October 9.) 


(NosA74. Secret.) ‘ 
My Lord, Constantinople 
ACCORDING to telegram received yesterday from Her Majesty's Gousul at 
Basral:, Turkish Consul at Bushire reported last week to the Vali of Basrah that the 
Sheikh of Koweit recently applied through the Sheikh of Mohammerah tobe taken 
(15¢3) a 
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under Persian protection, but that his application was rejected on being referred to 
Tehran. 
‘Her Majesty's Consul at Basrah states that, though he at first doubted the 
accuracy of this intelligence, it has since been corroborated. 
Tam sending copy of this despatch to ‘Tehran. 
Thave, &e. 
(Unsigned.] 





No. 128, 
Sir N. O'Conor (0 the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received October 18.) 


(No, 478, Secret.) 
My Lord. Constantinople, October 12, 1899. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 474 of the Sth instant, T bave the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a despatch which I have received from 
Her Majesty's Consul at Bustorah, confirming the receipt by the Vali of instructions 
for the appointment of a Harbour-master at Koweit. 

Thave, &e. 
(For the Ambassador), 
(Signed) M. DE BUNSEN. 


Inclosure in No. 128. 


Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor. 
(No. 39. Secret.) 


ir, Bussorah, August 25, 1899, 
TILAVE the honour to confirm my eypher telegram of to-day to your Excellency, 
a 


reporting the receipt by Hamuli Pasha of instructions from the Porto to appoint a 
Harbour-master at Koweit. I am informed that his Excellency wrote yestentay to 
the Sheikh on the subject. 

‘There is already a“ Préposé” of the Sanitary Board at Koweit, but his affice is a 
sineeure. However, his mere presence was an outward and visible sign of the Sultan's 
claim to suzerainty over the place, which the appointment of a Harbour-master would 
emphasize considerably. 

T inquired of the Vali last week whether any progress was being made towards a 
settlement of the Koweit succession question, and he replied that he could get no 
farther with it: on account of the obstinacy of Sheikh Mubarek. 

‘His Excellency declares that he has received no reply from Constantinople to his 
Report, mentioned in my despatch No. 27 of the rd June to your Excellency.” 


ko. 
‘A. ©. WRATISLAW. 





Consul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor—(Received at the Foreign Office, November 6.) 


io. 48 Scoret.) 

ir, Bussorah, October 2, 1899. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 45 of the 30th ultimo, I have the honour to 

report that there appears to be truth in the story of Sheikh Mubarek’s application for 
Persian protection, which I was at first inclined to discredit. 

‘Tho Commander of Her Majesty's ship * Lapwing,” now in port, informs me that 
when he called at Babrein, on his way to Bussorah, he was told by the British Agent 
there that Mubarek had written to him to say that he had no great confidence in the 
efficacy of our support, and, knowing that the Turks were hostile to bim, he had 
applied, through the Sheikh of Mohomerah, to be taken under the wing of the hah. 


 Inclonure in So. 95. 
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‘The Vali bas telographically reported the incident to Constantinople, and has 
written to the Sheikh of Mohomerah to inquire as to the truth of the story. 
T have, &c. 
(Signed) ‘A. ©, WRATISLAW. 





No. 130. 
Sir N, O'Conor to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Receiced November 13.) 


(No. 516. Secret.) 
My Loni, ‘Therapia, November 0, 1800, 

TN continuation of my despatch No. 474 of the Sth ultimo, I have the honour to 
transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a Secret despatch addressed to me on the 
30th Septeniber by Her Majesty's Consal at Bussorab, referring to his telegram relative to 
the rumoured application of the Sheikh of Koweit for Persian protection, and reporting 
‘upon other matters connected with the position of affairs at Koweit. 

‘As regards the alleged application of Sheikh Mobarek, Mc. Wrntislaw states, that he 
considers the story improbable ; but it was officially related to the Vali of Bassoralt by the 
‘Turkish Vice-Consul at Bushire. In a subsequent telegram from Mr. Wratishaw (see my 
despatch No. 474) he states that it has since received corroboration. 

‘A copy of Mr. Wratislaw’s preceding despateh (No.4, Secret, of the 16th Septomber) 
ie tiecviee Thcloeed; reporting the visit of Her Majesty's ship *“Sphiax" to Bussoruh on her 
‘way back {rom Koweit to Bushire, and giving further information as to, the relations 
petween Sheikh Mubarek and the Vali of Bussorah. In. this despatch Hor Majesty's 
Consul expresses surprise at the mission of Her Majesty’sship “Sphinx " to Koweit, which 
seemed to him uncalled for in the absence of any good reason to anticipate an impending 
attack on that place. 

Tam reminding him in my reply of his telegrams of the 2th August and 
7th September respectively, which give the information upon which Her Majesty's 
Government were led to think it desirable that the British flag should be shown at 
Koweit. In the first of these telegrams Mr. Wratislaw reported the dispatch of a harbour- 

‘to Koweit, adding that there was « rumoured intention of likewise setting up an 
Ottoman Custom-house there, and ia the second T was informed that the harbour-mustor 
had returned to Bussorah, and that the military authorities were strongly advocating the 
effective occupation of Koweit. 

Ihave, &. 
(Signed) N, R, O'CONOR, 


——— 


Inclosure 1 in No. 130. 
Vice-Conzul Wratislaw to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(No. 45. Secret.) 
Sir, Bussorah, September 30, 1899. 

THAVE the honour to report that by last mail Hamdi Pasha received a despatch 
from the Turkish Vice-Coneul at Bushire, in which the latter stated, on the authority of 
“high Persian officials,” that Sheikh Mubarck of Koweit bad recently requested the 
‘Sheikh of Mobomerah to apply in his name to the Persian Government for Persian pro~ 
tection, and that this application had been referred to Tehran, and rejected by the 
Shab. 

“The Vice-Consul naturally attributed this incident to British intrieues. 

‘The above story appears bighly improbable, but as it has formed the subject of an 
cficial Report, which will doubtless be passed on to Constantinople, 1 have thought right 
to submit it to your Excellency. 

Last week, a clerk (Ottoman subject) in the employ of Messrs. Hots, Hamilton, 
and Co., was called before the Vali and ‘told that his Excellency had heen informed that he 
‘was in the habit of siving information to “English persons ” conceriing the movements of 





“Turkish troops, and what was passing at Koweit and elsewhere. ‘He was warned that if 
the Vali heard such a report azain he would be expelled from Bussorah. 

There is, U believe, no truth whatever in the accusation brought against the clerk, 
who is'not in a position to supply information, and with whom I at least have had no 
communication, direct or indirect. He has probably been tradueed by an enemy, but the 
incident shows the uneasiness of the Turkish authorities. 

‘The military party mentioned in_my te 4 of the 22nd September returned 
to Bussorah after a short abseace, No progress has been made with the Harbour-master 
question, so far ax I know. 

Thave, &e, 
(Signed) A.C. WRATISLAW. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 180. 
VicesConsul Wreatislaw to Sir N. O'Conor. 


(No, 44. Secret.) 
Sir, Bussorah, September 16, 1809. 

AS I have already had the honoar to inform: your Exeelleney by telogram, 1 
received on the 1th inslant a private letter dated the 11th September, from Captain 
Prideaux, Acting Consul-General at Bushiro, stating that ho had boon suddenly ordered 
off to Koweit in:Her Majesty's ship ‘* Sphinx,” which was to provent any attack on the 
placo by the Turks. . As Captain Pridowuxinformed mo that bo was to keop in telegraphic 
communication with mo and that the “Sphinx” would call at Fao, and as further {was 
awaro that he would not be allowed to correspond with me by eypher within Turkish 
territory, I thought it better to procéed to Fao mynelf, which { did, arriving there 
‘carly on the morning of the 14th instant, I ti night, but the “Sphinx "* did 
notarrive, and Captain Hore, LMS, whom ( ‘eptain Prideaux had left in charge of the 
Consulnte-General, was not ablo to give mo any further information respecti 
expedition of the “Sphinx” except that some: apprehension was caused by the movee 
ments of a Turkish gun-boat, 

‘o-day the “Sphinx " called: hero on hor way back to Boshire, and. I earned from 
Gnptain Pridewux that nothing abnormal was oecureing at Kowelt and that Sheikh 
Mubarek was under no apprehensio 

Tom at a low to calooiand frot ernment can have obtained 
information that an immediate rnttack on Kowelt, necomitating a counter-move, was 
meditated by the Turks, Tt can hardly have been from my reports, which, I venture to 
submit, should be trusted rather than those of irrexponsible informants. 

A military expedition on the roale required for tho oceupation of Kow could 
hardly be organized with such seerocy that no news of it would reach thix Consalate, 
‘The sen-going squndron maintained by the ‘Turks in. those waters consists solely of one 
gun-boat of 800 tons, the “ Zobaf,” now anchored off Bi 
her station on the Arab coast of the Persian Gulf whi ly 
pormission under circumstances already reported to your Excellency consort, 
the “Soyad-i-deirn,” tiny vessel apparently of some 200 tons fott Bussorah on the 
4th instant, to endeavour to convey to Constantinople the time-expired Turkish sailors 
of the “ Zohi,” and T presume it was hor morenients that gave rise to fears for the safety 
of Koweit 

‘Thore appears to be tome friction at-present betwoen'the Vali and Moubsiv’ Pasha, 
the Ferik in command of the troops here, for the former to-day sentemora mesaie 
Wirough my Dragoman to the effect’ that Moushin was unjustly blaming him for not 
having given’ Mubarek notice of his intention to send a harbour-master to Koweit. | Hix 
Excellency said that he did not send off his functionary till twelve days after receipt of 
instrnctions from the Minister of Murine, which instructions he immediately referred 10 
the Grand Vizier who, however, vouchsafed no reply. Sheikh Mubarek, backed up by 
the Nakib’s fuanily, had telegraphed to the Porte to complain of him (Hatdi) and it was 
evident from the Sheikh’s present arrogant attitude that he bad entered into an 
azrooment With some powerful Government, presumably the’ British, through the Bushire 

wesidency. 

Tam informed, but T cannot vouch for the truth of the report, that Moubsin Pasha 
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has accepted a heavy bribe from Mubarck, Tam also informed that in his telegram to 
the Saltan concerning the harbour-master, Sheikh Mubarek declared that he was His’ 
Imperial Majesty's loyal subject and ready to execute his orders provided they were com. 
munieated direct and not through the Vali, whom he did not consider as his official 
erio 

i i Pe et e legal 
With regard to the succession question, Hamdi Pasha has instructed the lege 
adviser of the nephews to show himself more conciliatory and to endeavour to effoct an 
arrangement. 


Thave, &e. 
(Signed) A. ©, WRATISLAW. 





No. 181. 
India Office to Foreign Office —(Received November 24.) 


y in. prose ents to the Under 
THE Under-Scorotary of Stato for India. presents his compliments to th 
Scerotary of State for Foreign Affairs, and, by direction of Lol George Hamilton 
forwanls herewith, for the information of the Sceretary of State, copy of inclosure i 
Government of Indin Foreign Secretary's letter, dated the 26th October, respecting 
Koweit affairs. 
India Office, November 


Inclosure in No, 131. 


iteneent=Colonel Meade to the Government of India. 


(Confidential.) 


Sir, Bushire, October 1, 1800, 


formation of the Government of India, 


2. The “Sphinx” left Bushire on the evening of the 11th and arrived at Koweit 
at daybreak on the 13th. Cor pps and Mr, Prideaux hnd two interviows 
with Sheikh Mubarik, who informed them that he hnd no intimation of nn intended 
attack by the Turks, that he could provent their making it on the land side, and would 
Communicate at one with the British authorities at Bushiro if any attempt is made 
by sea. He added that he would never agree to the establishment of a Turkish 
‘custom-houso at Koweit, or tolerate the presence of a Harbour-mnster sent by the 
een Fraythking, being quict at Kowelt, tho “Sphinx eft for Fao on the 
Lith ultimo, and thon proceeded to Bussorah, when Mr, Prideaux had some on- 
Yersation with Mr, Wratislaw, the Consul, who expressed his rogret- and surprise that 
the “Sphinx” had gone to Koweit in the face of an opinion expressed by him in a 
telegram to the Ambassador sent on the Sth ultimo, In this telegram, Mr. Wratisinw 
stated that he did not think any setive steps were in contemplation for the present, 
and if it had reached the Government of Tndia sooner, the dixpateh of tho gun-hoat 
to Koweit would no doubt have been deferred. I did not, however, see a copy of 
the message in question sent by Mr. Wratislaw to Lieutenant Prideaux till after zoy 
return to Bushire on the 18th ultimo, and, though it reached Lieutenant, Prideux 

steamer before he started, lve wus unable to communicate it to mo, as T left 
Kurmchee, at daybreak on the 11th, Lieutenant Prideaux did not feel justified in 
delasing his departure on the score of Mr. Wratislaw’s message to the Ambassador, 
especially as the Commander of the “Sphinx,” to whom he showed it, declared that he 
must carry out tho orders he had received from the Admiral, and intended going on 
unless they were countermanded. 
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